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Now here is man who will wonder why his paper 
does not come to him promptly. He sends the 
amount of his subscription to The Times, but he omits 
to give the name of his town, county, or state. And 
he does not even sign his letter. 


It will be seen that we give this week original con- 
tributions from Bishop de Schweinitz, Professor Tayler 
Lewis, the Rev. Newman Hall, the Rev. Leonard 
W. Bacon, the Rev. Dr. Van Doren, Rose Terry Cooke, 
M. E. Winslow, and Lillie E. Barr, together with 
selections from sources not accessible to the ordinary 
reader. 


Hitherto the circulation of the Superintendent's 
Paper has been limited closely to pastors and superin- 
tendents. It is now decided to include under the 
head of superintendents, assistant superintendents, 
and leaders of a distinct department of the Sunday- 
school,—such, for example, asa primary department, 
or a Bible-class meeting by itself. In all cases, how- 
ever, the subscriber to the Superintendent's Paper 
must be a subscriber to The Sunday School Times. 


This Bible chronology is a puzzling matter to 
teachers who have not had the advantages of a normal- 
class training. A Western correspondent informs us 
that he actually heard a superintendent refer to an 
incident in the history of the Israelites as happening 
“in the year 1491, exactly one year before Columbus 
discovered America.” If that superintendent had 
ever learned the A B Q of Bible chronology, he cer- 
tainly had not in mind the difference between its 
A.D.,, and its B.C, 


fard 
| widow of the Rev. Samuel Nott, one of the little band | is a clergyman, and hence, according tothe standard of 
who, in 1812, sailed for India as the first missionaries | The Nation and The Popular Science Monthly, he has 
of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign | an unscientific mind, and is not competent to judge of 


| Only last week there died at Hartford, Conn., the | new testimony in the case, is the fact that Dr. W 


Missions. The four signers of a memorial to the 
General Association of Massachusetts, in 1810, which 
was the immediate occasion of forming the Board, 
were Adoniram Judson, Samuel Nott, Samuel J. 
Mills, and Samuel Newell. Two years later, Judson, 
Nott, and Newell, together with Gordon Hall and 
Luther Rice, were ordained in the Tabernacle at Salem, 
| preparatory to their departure for the foreign field. 
| Judson and Newell, with their wives, sailed from 
| Salem to Calcutta. Nott and Hall, with their wives, 
and Mr. Rice, sailed from Philadelphia to the same 
port. It is hard for us to realize, in this day, what 
an undertaking was this first missionary trip from 
America to Asia. It seemed to many the wildest 
folly. In the eyes of even its warmest friends it was 
a sublime venture of faith. Almost seventy years 
have passed since the first steps were taken in this 
new and glorious movement. And here but a few 
weeks since, this last earthly survivor of that first 
missionary band was at the home of her son in Hart- 
ford, when the American Board celebrated, in that 
city, its sixty-seventh anniversary, and thousands 
gathered to rejoice in the blessed results of its far- 
reaching and long-continued labors. Her mind was 
still unclouded. Her faith was as firm and bright 
as when, in her young womanhood, she bade farewell to 
home and friends, and turned her face toward the 
lands sitting in darkness, that she might be a helper 
in the work of carrying the gospel of Jesus to the 
heathen. And now she has joined the glad gathering 
of them who have overcome by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their testimony, and who loved 
not their lives unto the death. The memory of 
these pioneer witnesses of the faith in the lands of 
heathen darkness cannot be held too dear, nor can 
we imitate their spirit too closely. 








A complete turn is made on the monopolizing and 
belligerent “ scientists,’ by the Rev. Dr. Ward, in a 
recent articlein The Independent. He recalls the fact 
that Professor Tayler Lewis, as early as 1855, pub- 
lished a work in which he suggested the development 
| theory of creation,or the evolution hypothesis, as 
| quite in accordance with the teachings of Genesis, and 
| possibly to be yet demonstrated by scientific investi- 
gation. Because this suggestion was so far in advance 
of the scientific discoveries of that day, Professor Tay- 
ler Lewis was sharply criticised and severely cen- 
sured by “the leading geologist and naturalist” of 
America, and his reasoning was denounced, on that 
high authority, as utterly “unscientific.” All this, 
be it remembered, was fully fifteen years before Dar- 
win had studied up to the scientific hypothesis so bold- 
ly announced by Professor Lewis, and more*than 
twenty years before Professor Huxley had come to 
America to whisper a similar suggestion to a class of 
New York pupils—at five dollars a head. From the 
fact, indeed, that Professor Lewis had thus early, 
‘in terms denounced the‘ Miltonic theory,’ citing the 
very passage quoted by Professor Huxley, and shown 
that it was unscriptural and unreasonable,” it might 
even be suspected that Professor Huxley borrowed 
from this source the substance of the facts and 
| hypothesis of his lectures, merely adding as his own 
a little superfluous atheism, The only drawback to this 








| the true value of evidence, 


To the layman who 1s 
both an infidel anda “scientist,” it may appear plain 
that Professor Lewis's “Six Days of Creation,” of 
1855, were evoluted out of Darwin's ‘ Origin of Spe- 
cies’ of 1871, and that his overthrow, in Schenectady, 
at that date, of Milton’shypothesis, was unmistakably 
a development from the protoplasm of the idea 
which twenty years later was wriggling in full life in 
the brain of Huxley in Chickering Hall. The unsci- 
entific mind is of course not to be trusted to see this 
thing in its true light; but to the man of “ horse 
sense” (we refer, of course, to the horse of the present 
period, not to the three-toed horse) it does look as if 
all that is noteworthy in the theory of evolution was 
first suggested by a reverent Christian scholar, and 
that it was sneered at and denounced by the “ scien- 
tists” until they had been led along by his logic to 
accept his hypothesis as reasonable—when of course 
they declared that it was their discovery, and that 
they wanted to be persecuted by theologians for 
believing it to be the truth! 

It was in a city Sunday-school. The hour for the 
closing exercises had arrived. The superintendent 
rang his bell vigorously—so vigorously as to suggest 
the idea that he was in serious doubt if any one would 
hear or heed it, unless it made all the sound a bell of 
its size was capable of making. The school was noisy 
before the bell was rung. It was quite as noisy after- 
ward. Ina little while the superintendent rang his 
| bell again. He put his full strength to it; and even 
|a stronger man couldn’t have got more noise out of 
| that bell. But all the teachers and scholars combined 
| could make more noise than a single small bell—and 
| they did it. The superintendent tried his bell again; 
tried it as naturally as if he had no idea of bringing 
that school to order all at once, and with only one or 
two ringings. And just as naturally his school kept 
|up its accustomed noise. There was a stranger in 
| the room, quietly observing the school from a seat 
near thedoor. The state of things seemed to puzzle 
him. After the superintendent's third trial with that 
bell, the stranger arose in his place and called out, in 
tones loud enough to be heard above the din of the 
school-room, “‘ Mr. Superintendent, excuse me, please, 
for interrupting the exercises, but may I ask what is 
intended by the ringing of that bell? If it is a signal 
for any particular purpose, I shall be glad to do what 
is expected of me. Although you have rung it several 
times I observe no change on the part of the teachers 
or scholars, and I am quite in doubt as to its meaning ; 
may I ask its purpose?” “TI rang the bell,” replied 
the superintendent, “as a signal for the school to 
come to order.” 





“ Thank you, sir,” said the inquiring 
visitor as he took his seat and came to order. Some- 
how that question of the stranger was more effective 
than all the bell-ringing thus far. The school quieted 
down quickly, and the closing exercises went on. 
Possibly that incident set the superintendent a think- 
ing. Ifit did, he may, before this, have come to the 
conclusion, that if he wants his school to come to order, 
he must expect it to come to order. One slight tap of 
a bell is enough asa signal of order, and then the 
| superintendent ought to wait, hardly drawing a breath, 
| until his schoo] is just as quiet as he would like it to 
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: : : | 
be. A superintendent should never ring his bell a 
second time until he has secured all that he wanted | 
from its first ringing. | 


THE COMFORT AND DUTY OF FAITH. 


The positive convictions and the unwavering faith 





| 


of such a man as Mr. Moody are a wonder and a| 
worry to men who have always been of doubtful 


mind, and of wavering, unstable ways. They cannot 
thoroughly as Mr. Moody seems to, or trust in an all- 
sufficient, ever-present Saviour so heartily as it is 
evident that he does. 

Just now, the Rev. Mr. Powell, a Unitarian clergy- 
man, of Chicago, writing to The Inquirer, of New 
York, of the work of the evangelists in the North-west, | 
is sure that in Mr. Moody's case “ the secret of suc- 


: ae | 
understand how any one can believe God's word | 
| 
| 
| 


cess is immense physical endurance, a lack of trouble- 
some knowledge, and an overflow of zeal."" But while 
the power of the earnest and successful preacher is 
thus flippantly accounted for, there is something in 
the calm rest of Mr. Moody's faith which prompts 
Mr. Powell to call out as if in contempt, yet possibly 
more than half in longing for a similar repose of soul: 
‘How comfortable it must be to ignore all the trouble- 
some questions that wrack men’s souls, and just 
preach right on as if there were no sort of doubt 
about your creed, and that there never had been.” 
Yes, it is very comfortable to be free from doubt, 
and such freedom goes far to make a disciple of Jesus 
an effective preacher of the gospel of Jesus. In fact, 
more than in physical endurance, in limited knowl- 
edge, or in excessive zeal, the reason of Mr. Moody's 
success lies in his freedom from doubt. 
therefore he speaks. 


He believes, 
He has a conviction of the truth, 
therefore he has power to convince others of the 
truth. 

Nor is Mr. Moody an exception in this. No man 
can preach effectively beyond his convictions. Where 
his doubt begins his power to convince ends. The 
very idea of preaching is,—heralding a message from | 
the king. If a man doubt whether there be a king, 
or whether it be the king’s message he is delivering, 
there will be little of the herald’s positiveness, or of 
the herald’s influence, in the proclamation he shall 
make to the world. Unless he realizes that he comes 
in the king's name, declaring the king's message, his 
trumpet will utter but an uncertain sound, which 
will arouse no one to the belief that the word spoken 
must be heeded as a royal command. 

It ws very comfortable to have faith. Because of 
the comfort which faith brings, it is commended by 
their Master to the disciples of Jesus. “ Let not your 
heart be troubled,” he says; “ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.” “I will not leave you comfort- 
less.” The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
he shall teach you all things.” ‘My peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you.” The peace | 
and joy of perfect trust in Jesus are not unrealized. 
They are experienced by thousands of the ministers 
of Christ, and by tens of thousands of his other fol- 
lowers. For those who lack the comforts of this un- 
wavering faith, the believer can only pray, ‘“‘ Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in beliey- 
ing, that ye may abound in hope through the power 
of the Holy Ghost.”’ 

And faith is a duty as well as a privilege. 
faith in God" is a command of our Master. 
faithless but believing” is his injunction. 


“Have 
“ Be not 
Faith in 
God is just as positively a duty as is honesty. 
‘Without faith it is impossible to please him.” Going 








“right on as if there were no sort of doubt" about 


the reality of God's éxistence, or the validity of his | 
revelation, is the bounden duty of him who would | 
serve and please God. ‘Then shall we know, if we | 
follow on to know the Lord.” The right way is 
always the safe way, the comfortable way. It is | 
right to have faith. It is safe to trust. It is com- 
fortable not to give place to doubt. 

Men may, it is true, live without having faith ; | 
they may talk about religion without having faith; | 
they may cry out in gnrest or in despair without | 


having faith ; but there are at least three things men 
cannot do except in faith. They cannot preach effec- 
tively; they cannot pray effectively ; they cannot please 
God, unless they have faith. 


where when men would preach the gospel of Jesus, or 


At all timesand every- | 


teach any of the truths of the Bible, or call on Godin 


their own behalf or for others, or please God in hearty 
service, the limits of their power are defined in the 
declaration of our Lord, “ According to your faith be 
it unto you.” 


CHILDRENS JOY IN GIVING. 


Another illustration of the truth we have so often | 


emphasized, that children find pleasure in Christian 


giving, was supplied in a recent incident at Bethany 


| Sunday-school, in this city. 


The lesson of the day was ‘The Gentiles Re- | 


ceived.” It showed Peter's recognition of the truth 
that the followers of Jesus have a duty to proclaim 
the gospel to all, who in every nation are in need of 
the salvation it offers. 
of the hour the superintendent gave an impressive 
object-lesson, by introducing to the school a veritable 
Seminole Indian chief, who, through an interpreter, 
told of the need of the gospel among his people, and 
appealed for the means to secure its teaching there. 
The little ones of Bethany heard the call. It was 
real to them. The sheet let down from heaven before 
Peter on the house-top did not more vividly teach to 
him his duty of the hour, than did that swarthy 
Indian standing before the school, and asking that his 
people should be helped to the better knowledge of 
God's truth, impress with a sense of their duty those 
scholars who, “evidently about the ninth hour of the 


untrustworthiness of newspaper reports. We would 
willingly do Profecsor Blackie noinjustice. Infact, we 
should be glad to do him a loyal service, by increas- 
ing the motive which should urge him to make a dis- 
tinct disavowal of the sentiment attributed to him. 
But supposing the report true—what then? What 
does it signify? Professor Blackie unbosoms a con- 
fidence about his own feelings to his students. He 
‘‘wishes to say’ something, and, as there is no obsta- 
And what does he 
Why, he says that he weeps oftener at the 
theatre than he does at church. Indeed! How im- 
portant to the world! And what if he does? What 
follows? As some eminent mathematician (perhaps 


cle, he has his wish and says it. 


> 


say : 


he, too, was a Scotch professor) asked about “ Para- 
We cannot see that 
the Professor's preference for the theatre over the 


dise Lost,” what does it prove? 


church, as a place to shed tears in, proves anything. 


| The fact that he weeps more frequently at the theatre 


During the closing exercises | 








day,” saw and heard him there. And hearing the call 


the children were ready to heed it. 
enough for them to vote money for the Indians from 
the school treasury. They wanted a personal part in 
giving to the man who stood before them. So, when 
the school had closed, one and another of the children 
came to him, bringing their cheerful free-will offer- 
ings. 
One little girl brought up two gilt-edged Bibles, 
for herself and a companion, and slipped them into 
the hand of the Chief, that he might carry back with 
him thus much of the truth of God. Presently a 
little bright-eyed boy came timidly to the superin- 
tendent, and pulling his coat gently, wanted to ask 
him a question. As the superintendent stooped down 
to him, the little fellow whispered, doubtingly, “ Do 
you think four cents would do him any good?” “Of 
course it would,” was the prompt reply. Thus en- 
couraged the boy drew the money from his pocket, 
and carrying it to the Indian chief he quickly cast in 
all that he had to the Lord’s treasury, as it stood 
open there. 

Who doubts that that boy found joy in this act of 
Christian giving? It would have been cruel to forbid 
him the privilege of his free-will offering. Children 
love to give in charity. It is only as they grow older 
and are trained to hoard and withhold that they come 
to shrink from every call upon them to help the needy, 
to give as unto the Lord. The happiest children are 
children who are invited and permitted and encour- 
aged to give. There will be no children to whom 
this Christmas season is so glad and joyous, as those 
who have a share in giving as well as in receiving. 





“DEVOUT PITY” AT THE THEATER. 

Professor Blackie, of the University of Edinburgh, is 
reported to have expressed to his class a doubt 
whether Mr. Henry Irving (a star actor) was not 


“ doing as much good as some clergymen.” 


It was not | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


“T wish,” | 
according to the newspapers, added _ the Professor, | “ 


“to say here, what I have often said privately to dis- | 


tinguished members of the clerical profession, that I | 


have much oftener felt the gracious tear-drops of hu- 
man sympathy and devout pity drawn from my eyes, 
by the vivid impersonations of the stage, than by the 
most fervid appeals of elogence from a Scottish pulpit.’ 

We sincerely hope Professor Blackie really said noth- 


ingof thissort. Wewrite here in full recollection of the ' sumably,-“ act,” better than clergymen. 


| actors. 


than at the churclt, does not even prove that he goes 
less frequently to the church than to the theatre. 
This, indeed, would seem not unlikely, for, if we may 
trust the newspapers, he confessed that the previous 
Saturday he went twice to the theatre. Professor 
Blackie could hardly mean that actors were ‘doing 
more good in the world than some clergymen,” for 
the simple reason that they more frequently make 
him (Professor Blackie) weep. The Professor would 
not be egotist enough to claim that clergymen are 
useful to the world only in proportion as they make 
him, the Professor, weep. We are at a loss to know 
what the significance is, of the Professor's disclosure 
concerning his habits in the matter of weeping. Pro- 
fessor Blackie clearly cannot mean to imply that 
clergymen, as a class, are inferior to actors, as a class, 
judged even by the tear-compelling test. For he only 
says that perhaps actors are doing more good than 
“some clergymen!’ So, too, “actors”’ 
more good than “some” And “clergy- 
men” are doing more good than “some” clergy- 
men. 


are doing 
actors. 


Possibly, also, “clergymen” are doing more 
good than “some’’ actors. That is, there may be 


“some” actors that do not extract as many tears from 


| Professor Blackie, as are drawn from him by “clergy- 


men,” taken as a body. 
our best at guessing. 
enough. 


We do not know, but we do 
The Professor was not explicit 


Professor Blackie not only counts his weeping spells, 
but he assays his tears. He knows the quality of 
them. It is tear-drops of “devout pity,” that he 
sheds at the theater. Now what, pray, may be “ de- 
vout pity’? We would gladly know. Is it “ pity” 
exercised in the spirit of ‘‘ devoutness,” that is, pity 
in accordance with some demand of religion? If this 
is not what the expression means, we cannot attach 
any definite meaning to the expression. If this zs 
what the expression means, then, we inquire, where, 
how, by what revelation, has God made it known, as 
his will, that we should feel pity, in the spirit of re- 
ligion, at unreal, however vividly represented, woe ? 
“ Devout pity "at a theatre! Is it sentimentalism on 
Professor Blackie’s part, or is it a piece of jugglery 
with words? You dissolve yourself, or you suffer 
yourself to be dissolved, in a luxury of tears, over a 
fictitious piece of suffering exhibited on the stage, and 
you reassure your conscience by calling your self-in- 
dulgence “ devout pity”! 

Yet “devout pity” might, conceivably, be exer- 
cised at a theater. But it would be pity for the act- 
ors engaged in so false and so demoralizing a vocation, 
and pity, too, for the spectators, especially septu- 
agenary university professors, weeping maudlin tears 
of pious pity over the representation. 

Has it never occurred to Professor Blackie, that 
some” clergymen do not accept it as the true aim of 
their calling to excite sentimentalists to tears? 
If it were, then 
churches would be theaters, and clergymen would be 


mm) 
he 


tear-test is not applicable in the case. 


And then, we should ourselves prefer to go 


| for our enjoyment in tears, where we could get tlie 


largest return for our trouble. Weshould very likely 


weep with the Professor at the theater. Actors, pre- 
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CHRISTMAS. 
BY MARY E. ©. WYETH. 


O’er David's city, soft the lambent light 

Of midnight stars in solemn silence gleams; 
While rapt in soothing visions of the night, 

Th’ expectant Bethlehemite, of Shiloh dreams. 


Prone on the swelling hills, outlying then 
The white-walled city with its fringing palms, 
A little company of lowly men 


Kept silent watch beneath the midnight calms. 


O peaceful scene! O heav'ns o’erbrooding there 
The sleeping world! Oh fair Judean hills 

And fold-besprinkled plains, bathed in that rare 
And tender luster of the night that thrills 


Th’ ecstatic soul, how glorious ye are! 
What mystic symbols doth your beauty rare 
Now shadow forth? What prophecies afar 
Doth all your silent eloquence declare ? 


Lo! suddenly—as at th’ appointed hour 
Unknown to man, and kenned by God alone 

The glowing bud bursts into perfect flower— 
About the awestruck shepherds, glory shone’ 


And interfused through all the vibrant air 
Thrilled solemn strains of mystic harmony, 

As shining hosts of angels bright and fair 
Swept golden lyres to sweetest melody. 


“Glory to God on high!” their chorals rang 
“Peace on the earth, and unto man good-will 

Fear not, O shepherds,” heav’nly seraphs sang, 
“Glad tidings of great joy we bring you still 


“ For unto you, in David's town, this day, 
A child ig born, your great Redeemer, King! 
Break forth, O earth, and join th’ exultant lay, 
Glory to God on high, in rapture sing.” 


“Glory to God!” resounded through the sky ; 
“Peace be toearth!"’ rang from each golden lyre; 

“ Good-will to man, let heav’n and earth reply ’— 
The choral swelled from angel lips of fire. 


Lo! Christ is born! Our Saviour and our King, 
To us let God's good-will thy love impart 

Bid every tongue with grateful praises sing, 
And Christmas carols ring from every heart. 





CHRISTMAS AMONG THE MORAVIANS. 


BY BISHOP EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ. 


In common with the other historic church of the Protestant 
world, the Moravians celebrate the high festivals of the 
ecclesiastical year. They believe that such occasions have 
the sanction of antiquity, satisfy a strong desire of Christian 
consciousness, and are productive of great spiritual good. 
Indeed, so thoroughly imbued are they with a festival spirit, 
in view of certain days in their own history which they 
solemnly keep, that they would have been constrained, if 
the ecclesiastical feasts did not exist, to establish among 
themselves a commemoration of the leading events in 
Christ’s life. 

Christmas is distinguished by peculiar and very joyous 
services in the house of God. <A characteristic feature of 
them is the prominence given to the children of the church. 
This shows itself even in the season of Advent. Its first 
Sunday is set apart as a“ prayer-day” forthem. At ser- 
vices which they exclusively attend, the import of Christ’s 
coming is explained, and the fellowship of love in which 
they are to live, as the result of this advent, is typified by a 
love-feast, combined with the singing of “psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.” In the evening there is another 
peculiar service, at which the children again appear, and 
chant, in conjunction with the choir, an anthem specially 
composed for the oceasion. The text of it is the following: 
“ Hosanna, blessed is he that comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest!’”” This anthem may be 
found in the ‘Hymns and Offices of Worship for the use of 
Schools,” published by the Moravian Church. .There is, 
moreover, a special liturgical service both for the first and the 
second Sunday in Advent. On the latter, the second coming 
of our Lord is commemorated, The third and fourth Sun- 
days are again devoted to this manifestation in the flesh, 
and to the blessings which it brings to all those who believe. 
In this way the church is prepared, week by week, for the 
Christmas festival. 








That observance of it which is peculiar, takes place on 
the eve of Christmas (December 24). Two services are 
held. The first one is intended for little children. Even 
babes are brought to it by their mothers. It is conducted 
in a social way. There is a short address, a love-feast and 


an office of song. The second service, held in the evening, | 
represents the united worship of the congregation around the 
manger of the infant Jesus, It is introduced by a grand 


anthem, composed for the occasion, and accompanied not 
only by the organ, but also by those wind and stringed in- 
struments which, like the instruments employed in the 
temple-worship, are used on all occasions of great solem- 
nity and joy. Thereupon prayer is offered, the lessons for 
Christmas Eve, being a harmony of the narrative of Christ’s 
birth as set forth by the Evangelists, are read, and a short 
address is delivered. There follows a joyous service of 
praise, the hymns and anthems of which are sung antipho- 
nally by the officiating minister, the choir, the congregation, 
and the older children, who are all present and occupy the 
front pews. Toward the close of the service, while the con- 
gregation is singing the following, or some other similar 
hymn, 

Behold a great, a shining light 

From Bethlehem’s manger shining bright 

Around those who in darknesss dwell, 

The night of evil to dispel, 
the doors are thrown open and the sextons appear bearing 
trays with lighted wax-tapers, which are distributed among 
the children. Hymns, treating of the true Light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, continue to 
be sung to the end of the service. Of this Light, the ta- 
pers, which are kept burning, set forth an expressive em- 
blem. 

On the morning of Christmas there is preaching, preceded 
by a special liturgical service. 

As a general thing, the churches are decked with greens 
and appropriate inscriptions. In some cases illuminated 
paintings represent the nativity. This forms, also, a promi- 
nent feature in what are technically called “the decora- 
tions”’ in private houses. Such decorations consist of mini- 
ature landscapes, made of rocks, moss and evergreens, and 
dotted with toys. Among them the stable at Bethlehem, 
with the Holy Family and the shepherds adoring Jesus, must 
not be wanting. Where this feature is omitted the display 
loses all its significance. 

We have given these details, which hold good of the 
original Moravian churches of our land, such as those at 
Bethlehem, Nazareth and Leitiz, because they serve to elu- 
cidate the special import which the Moravians give to the 
Christmas festival. 

It sets forth, in the first place, that “God was manifest 
in the flesh.” The church makes this truth very prominent. 
It constitutes the corner-stone of its theology. “God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.” The Christ- 
mas festival is a new seal te this foundation. Old and 
young are made to understand, by what they see and hear, 
that their Creator became their Redeemer. Hence Christ’s 
salvation must be sufficient. There is no room for doubts. 
His love, “ which passeth knowledge,” blots them all out. 
Every man, even though he be the worst of sinners, may 
freely come to the Saviour, and be sure of acceptance. There 
are other truths that cluster around the festival, and that are 
more unfading than the evergreens by which it is distin- 
guished. 

In the next place, it proclaims that religion is a joy ; that 
God’s dear children are happy ; that his only-begotten Son 
is not ashamed to call them brethren. Believers must ap- 
proach the Lord with the utmost reverence ; but they must 
never be afraid of him. “ Perfect love casteth out fear.” 
In view of Christ’s humanity, and of his having been 
tempted in all points like men are, yet without sin, they 
may bring all their troubles before him, and make him their 
counselor in every experience. True Christian life consists 
in a daily and familiar fellowship with him, and its key-note 
is the Magnificat of the Virgin Mary: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour.” To teach its members, and especially the young, 
to sing in such a strain—this is another reason why the 
church celebrates Christmas. 


Finally this festival makes known the sanctifying influ- 
ences which Christ’s humanity exercises over the human 
nature of all those who believe. It teaches them to prize 
that nature, hallowed as it is by his. It enables them to 
comprehend that their bodies are more than dust and ashes : 
that they have been honored in this world by the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, and that they will be honored in 
that which is to come by a glorification like unto that which 
his body is now enjoying in heaven. The childreff of the 


church, in particular, are to learn this important lesson. | 


The more they understand the reality and the holiness of 
the childhood of Jesus, the more will they strive to follow 
his perfect example, and appreciate the importance of cher- 
ishing their bodies, hallowed by his body, and destined to 
be temples of the Holy Ghost. ; 


Such are the cardinal truths which the Moravian Church 


| Sets forth by its mode of celebrating Christmas. It is a cele- 


bration that has already worked out great good, and that 


will, we trust, be maintained until the latest generatign of 
its children. 


Bethlehem, Penn, 


a 





THE SIGN OF THE SWADDLING-CLOTHES. 
BY LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON. 

We look in vain in the very largest of Bible dictionaries 
for any article on swaddling-clothes. And yet this is one 
of the subjects on which the American Bible-reader needs 
light from old-world usages. Few things strike the Amer- 
icaf’ traveler on this continent as more outlandish than the 
swaddling of little helpless babies as it is practiced, for 
instance, in Germany. I do not believe an American mother 
ever passes one of those poor little Wickelkinder, strapped 
down on its back to a pillow by spiral after spiral of convo- 
luted bandages, without longing to apply the scissors and let 
the little prisoner go free. And yet it is only a few gene- 
rations since this way of treating new-born children pre- 
vailed, with variations and aggravations, in all nations, 
even the most civilized.* 

In the East the practice is worse yet, but probably no 
worse than it was nineteen hundred years ago. It comes 
nearer to the binding of an Indian papoose to a board, than 
anything that we are accustomed to see in Christendom 
Once wound around with these swathing-bands, sometimes 
with an addition of fresh earth against the skin, as a de 
odorizer, and packed in their cradles like a mummy in its 
coffin, they are expected to stay there, all cries and com- 
plaints notwithstanding; they are not removed by their 
mothers even for such necessary occasions as to be fed. I 
have heard pitiful stories told by missionaries’ wives and 
by missionary physicians, in the East, of the sufferings of 
little infants in consequence of the obstinate persistence of 
the parents in this unnatural usage. On one occasion, I 
was told at Beirtt, Dr. Deforest was called to see a child 
that had been crying for two days incessantly. He insisted, 
against the remonstrances of all the old wives in the neigh 
borhood, that the little victim should be unrolled; and 
discovered the causa morbi in the form of acentipede that had 
sunk all its claws into the flesh. This gives an idea of how 
the “ wrapping in swaddling-clothes” is and has been prac- 
ticed in the Kast. It is obvious from the matter-of-course 
way in which the fact is mentioned, that the Virgin Mother 
of the Holy Child did but follow the ordinary tradition and 
custom of her country, when, having brought forth her first- 
born son, she swathed him in swaddling-bands. She did 
the best she knew. 

Now is it not strange that when the shepherds were 
given a sign by which they should know their new-born 
Saviour, they should be told, not of something digtinguish- 
ing him from all children beside, but of something common 
to all the infants that were born that night in all Judea? 
“ Ye shall find him wrapped in swaddling-clothes.” Why 
not say, according to the instincts of heathen mythology, 
Ye shall know him by the bees that gather to suck the 
honey of his lips, or the strangled serpents that lie about 
his cradle? Why not say, according to the suggestions of 
Christian legend and art, Ye shall know him by the aspect 
of supernatural majesty which it shall be the dream and 
the disappointment of all the world’s artists to attempt to 
portray? Or, Ye shall know him by the halo of celestial 
light beaming from his brow, asin the Holy Night of Correg- 
gio, and filling the rude stall with an unearthly brightness? 
Or, Ye shall know him by seme accessories worthy of so 
royal a birth, by gifts of gold and myrrh and frankincense 
that strew the humble shed? The very question brings its 
answer: You are to know him by such a sign as no fond 
imagination would even have dreamed, as no pious Hebrew 
mother would ever have looked for, as no artful impostor, 
| taking advantage of the general expectation with which 
the very atmosphere of Palestine was saturated, to set forth 
some feigned Messiah, would have thought of devising— 
you are to know him by the fact that he is just a helpless 
human infant, the most helpless thing in the whole crea- 
tion, bound and bandaged in swaddling-clothes. And if 
you would know how to distinguish him from other such, 
it is not by his grandeur, but by his poverty. There is no 
room in the inn for such as he; and they have laid him in 
the manger among the cattle. 


* That famous“ citizen of Geneva,” Rousseau, in his “ Emile,” thus 
describes the usage of his day—a little more than a century ago. This 
extraordinary book had much to do in emancipating our part of the 
world from the bondage of these traditions. He says: “Scarcely does 
the child begin to enjoy the liberty of moving and stretching its 
limbs when it is placed anew in confinement. It is wound in swad- 





dling-clothes, and laid down with its head fixed, its legs extended, its 
arms atits sides. It is surrounded with cloths and bandages of all 
sorts that prevent it from changing its position. It is a good thing if 
they do not even draw the bands so tight as to hinder respiration, and 
if they have the foresight to lay it on its side to avoid the danger of 
strangulation. ... The inaction and constraint in which the child's 
limbs are confined must necessarily disturb the circulation, hinder 
the child from gaining strength, and affect its constitution. .. . Is it 
possible that such cruel constraint can fail to affect the character of the 
child, as well as its physical temperament ? Its first conscious feeling 
isa feeling of pain and suffering. It finds nothing but hindrances to 
the motions which it cravea, More wretched than a criminal in irons 
| it frets and cries. The first gifts it receives are fetters ; the first lreak 
| ment it experiences is torture.” 
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To illustrate the use of such a sign as was given to the 
shepherds, let me suppose some European traveler accus- 
tomed to the splendor and reserve of royal courts visiting 
the city of Washington, and asking, on his way to the 


White House, how he should find the President. We | 


should tell him “ You may know him by this sign: He is a 
plain man plainly dressed in a black suit, and you will find 
him in the centre of the thickest crowd, everybody coming 
up to shake hands with him. First, he is not distinguished 
in the way you expect him to be; and, secondly, he is un- 
mistakably distinguished in just the opposite way.” But 
for some such “ sign’ as this, our traveler might naturally 
mistake for the President some attaché of a South Ameri- 
can embassy in a halo of dignity and a light blaze of gold 
lace, This “wrapped in swaddling-clothes and lying in a 
manger” was just the sign the shepherds needed. And we 
do well, if, looking for the Christ, we take heed to it our- 
selves 

For it is very strikingly true that this sign of the swad- 
dling-clothes is to us in the nineteenth century the very 
sign that we need to guide us to the divine Messiah whom 
so many great writers and scholars are trying to hide from 
us with their cloudy and unbelieving theories, “ His mind 
was by nature of an exceptionally noble type,” (so these 
theories run,) “ and being placed in circumstances of singu- 
lar advantage, in a simple and natural state of society, the 
whole atmosphere of which was redolent with inspiring 
hopes of a coming Messiah and his salvation, in a family 
in which the traditions of royal descent were a constant liv- 
ing influence, and under a rare and perfect nurture under 
which all his faculties would have free play and exercise, it 
is no wonder that he should have developed into the con- 
summate Man of men. Amid the artificial and sophisti- 
cated civilization of Rome or Athens, or shut in by the 
narrow bigotries of Jerusalem, such a character would have 
|eon impossible. It needed the pastoral simplicity of that 
Gililean Arcadia, the peaceful seclusion of quiet little Naz- 
ureth, and above all the wise, religious, and normal influ- 
ences of the natural home training of that remarkable family 
of Joseph and Mary, to produce the character of a Jesus.” 
Thus the unbeliever; and, at the other extreme, it is curious 
to see how the exaggerations of the medieval system lend 
themselves to the same view—ascribing divine perfections 
to the Virgin Mother, elevating Joseph to be “the third 
member of the Earthly Trinity,’ and so surrounding the 
infaney and childhood of Jesus with supposititious miracles, 
as to make of the crowning miracle of his life and char- 
acter almost no miracle at all. This is a striking instance, 
and one out of many, showing how the systems of unbe- 
lief and of exaggerated credulity play imto each other's 
hands, 

Now in vindication of the personal glory of Jesus, “ the 
glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth,” I set over against all these unscriptural and anti- 
scriptural notions that represent him as cast from his birth 
into the lap of an exceptional, a natural and normal, even 
. miraculous and divine nurture, this simple and, as one 
might say, unconscious testimony of St. Luke, “she wrapped 
him in swaddling-clothes ;” and I show how the constraints 
that, were imposed upon the Holy Child in the hour of his 
birth, to make him like the rest of his generation and un- 
like himself, continued to surround him, to his death. So 
that he was not in any sense (as our modern dreamers dream 


30 fondly) the product of his Age, but its antithesis. He | 


was what he was in spite of his Age, and not simply be- 
cause of it, 

1, First, there was the narrowness and ignorance of the 
most notoriously obscure—the most proverbially and al- 
most illustriously insignificant—of all the petty out-of-the- 
way villages of Galilee. It was a little hamlet, wedged 
between the hills near Tabor, lying off to one side of all 
important thoroughfares. Probably modern Christendom 
can furnish no parallel to the inertness of life in such a 
village. To us, a French or German country parish, even 
with its daily mails and newspapers, its school and church, 


its educated minister, and its library, seems intolerably dull | 


and lifeless. Imagine it with the most of these civilizing 
and animated influences withdrawn, and you have Naza- 
reth. What might be expected to come forth from Naza- 
reth was well expressed in the question of Nathanael; and 
in the general feeling that the various prophecies that the 
promised Messiah was to be of the lowliest and unlikeliest 
antecedents, were all fulfilled in the fact that Jesus was 
“called a Nazarene.” And yet in spite of these swaddling- 
bands, it is recorded that “ the child grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was 
upon him,” 

2. There might seem to be prospect of emancipation from 
these hindering limitations, when at the age of twelve he 
passes the confines of his lonely village, and goes with the 
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| ing—was there at his Father's house. What a longed-for op- 
| portunity it must have been to the Holy Child, full of wis- 
dom and the grace of God, to escape from the circumscribed 
| wisdom of the village elders, and listen at Jerusalem to those 
who sat in Moses’ seat! But alas, the rigid narrowness,the 
| fatal clinging to the letter, the fear to teach what was 
right and true and confessedly divine except it could be 
justified by some commentator upon a commentator! We 
| are accustomed to speak of the books of casuistry taught in 
Roman Catholic seminaries as cramping and enfeebling to 
the mind. Andso they are. But they are vigor and lib- 
erty itself compared with the traditions of these Hebrew 
elders. By his visits of the temple the growing boy 
learned, not what to imitate, but what to hate and shun, 
and by and by to denounce as the making void of his 
Father’s law. 

8. I truly think that the Son of man found more congenial 
fellowship, after all, when he came back to the village syna- 
gogue, than ever he found inhis Father's house. At least he 
escaped from under the shadow of that overbearing hie- 
rarchy which always oppressed him at Jerusalem. There 
might be prejudice at Nazareth, and narrowness, and the 
constraint which village public opinion always attempts to 
enforce upon the individual. But the synagogue, the type 
of the church, was a singularly free republic. The sole su- 
preme authority was that written upon the scrolls of the 
law and enthroned behind the curtains of the little sanctu- 
ary. It was natural that the youth, who was beloved 
throughout the neighborhood, “ growing in favor with man,” 
should come (as it appears) to be the official reader in the 
Nazareth synagogue. There, as afterwards at Capernaum, he 
added his ‘“‘ word of exhortation” to the words of Moses and 
the prophets. But “his own received him not.’ At Caper- 
naum they murmured at him. At Nazareth they sought 
his life. 

4. If anywhere the Son of man could escape the hamper- 
ing limitations which the society of that age and land im- 
posed upon him, it would be in the select society of those 
whom he had “chosen out of the world” to receive the 
kingdom of heaven. According to the famous maxim of 
Cicero, “ the orator is what his audience makes him.” And 
it isa true maxim. Here, then, peradventure, we may find 
some of the natural causes of the wonderful life and speech 
of Jesus Christ. Such listeners as Matthew, and John, and 
Peter—how much had they, not juniors, but coevals or even 
seniors of the young Rabbi, to do with the development of 
his great teachings? Now we cannot disguise the com- 
parative greatness of these men. It is a striking argument 
in the evidences of Christianity to remark the sudden fall- 
ing off when we pass from the books of the canonical Scrip- 
ture to the writings of Polycarp and Hermas and even 
Clement. 

But the marked contrast between the first disciples and 
their successors is nothing, compared to the contrast be- 
tween them and their Master. The comfort and enlarge- 
ment of mind which the great Teacher could find, even in 
the selectest company of his disciples, was like that which 
some great dramatic poet may have when he delivers his 
verses to the actors and hears them mangled and murdered, 
all the tenderness and fineness of their meaning lost through 
coarse misappreciation ; or such as the composer may have, 
when the harmonies that have sung themselves to him from 
| the vocal page in the silence of his cabinet are turned to | 
jangle and discord by the unskilled performers. He told 
them of the kingdom of heaven ; and they began to scram- 
ble for the offices. He spoke of subduing the world by 
love; and they were ready to smite with the sword and 
imprecate fire from heaven. He told of the sufferings that 
must be, and they took him in hand to rebuke him. 

And now behold him, so pent in by limitingand belittling 
influences from his rude cradle upwards, as he grows in 
stature, and in wisdom, and in favor with God and man. 
See, he looses himself alike from the swaddling-bands with | 
which human affection, from the thongs with which human | 
hate, have bound him. He takes off the grave-clothes in 
'which he has been wrapped, and folds them away, and | 
emerges from the sepulcher of a dead age and adead church. | 
| And how majestic, and how solitary! Alone! Nay, not | 
| alone, for the Father is with him. 

The sign that was given to the shepherds is a sign also 

to us—that we find the Holy Child wrapped in swaddling- 
clothes. That family group which the painters of every 
| age have been essaying to depict—the carpenter with his | 
simple, uninquisitive faith obedient to heavenly visions, the 
pure Virgin with her unskilled maiden tenderness, pondering 
| strange memories in her heart, both leaning over the Won- 
derful, but understanding not the saying which he speaks 
to them,—these utter again to us the language of that 
| prophet who first called his child Jmmanued ; “ Behold we | 
and the Child whom the Lord hath given us are for signs | 




















multitude that keep holy day up to the city of his father | and for wonders from the Lord of hosts,” 


David. His place—so he told those who sought him sorrow- 


Geneva, Switzerland, 


| 
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CHRISTMAS GHOSTS. 
A CAROL. 


BY M. E. WINSLOW. 


Clouds of the sombre night, 

Why troop ye wildly by ? 
Where hides the stars’ pure light? 
Where the moon, silver bright ? 
Hills should be richly dight, 
Fields clad in sparkling white, 

Azure the sky ; 

Angels this wondrous night, 
Tuning their harps aright, 
Praising our God on high. 


‘Tis no glad Christmas eve ; 
Chilly and palely gray, 

Spectres storm-dances weave, 

Heavy cloud-masses heave, 

Shadows gaunt traces leave, 
Over the stormy way ; 

No yule can blaze this eve, 

Faith scarcely dares believe 
Soon cometh Christmas Day 


Clouds, ye are shapes of fear 
Unchained and free at last,— 
Free to torment me here, 
Free in my aching ear 
To whisper jibe and jeer, 
Making in wrath appear 
Ghosts of the buried past; 
Mildewed and blighted ear, 
Harvest of many a year, 
In ruins round me cast. 


Pale ghosts. I know ye now ! 

Broken and faithless word, 
Unkept, though solemn vow, 
Hopes crushed and trampled low, 
Selfish deeds naked now, 

Echoes that will be heard ; 
Low at your bar I bow, 
Protest is vain, or vow, 

Speak I no pleading word. 


Cease! I no more can bear. 
Room! I am fainting; room! 
Back, thronging shapes, I swear 
Peace cannot come, nor prayer 
While ye so densely there 
People the midnight air, 
Darkening its deepest gloom. 
Spare me, in pity spare, > 
Ere I your exile share, 
Share your unquiet tomb! 


Lo! while with fast-closed eyes, 
Pale, I sink in affright ; 
What strains of joy uprise ? 
What new and glad surprise 
Painted on frosty skies? 
Angels in shining guise, 
Wings silver-tipped and bright; 
Fair, loving, gentle, wise, 
Pure words and holy eyes, 
Praising the God on high. 


Rosy and fair below 
Lieth a Baby sweet. 
Look how the shadows go! 
Bright every star doth grow, 
Wailings all cease, and lo' 
Dark skies are all aglow 
Where trod those Baby feet 
Roses in winter blow, 
Earth doth his coming know, 
Heaven doth his advent greet. 


Where are the ghosts, before 
Gloomily gray and black ? 
Lo! on the star-paved floor 
When the bright Babe passed o’er, 
Touching all shapes that soar, 
Instant white robes they wore, 
And in his shining track, 
Angels forevermore, 
Circling the depths they soar 
To heaven’s glory back. 


Thus ever Christmas brings 

Into our world of shade, 
Where man in darkness clings 
To ghosts of better things, 

Where sorrow's death-bell swings, 
Angels with snowy wings, 

Who all the ghosts have laid 
Hark how each seraph sings 
Timed by those rustling wings 

“ Be nevermore afraid, 


* For unto you is born 
Christ-child the Lord.” 
Rosy the flushing dawn, 
Golden the coming morn, 
Spectres of night are gone, 
Ever be he adored 
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They who black masks have worn 
Angels become at dawn, 

Changed by his mighty word. 
Sing in the starry night, 

Angels, your heavenly lays! 
Earth, sea and sky be bright; 
Heart, hope, and conscience light : 
Fold your soft pinions white 
O’er Bethlehem’s Babe to-night, 

Whence stream the holy rays. 
Man, join with voice and might 
Join in our Christmas rite, 

Chant, all things chant God's praise! 


THE GORGEOUS ROBE. 
BY W. H. VAN DOREN, D.D. 

Those scholars revising our translation have a hard task. 
The version ofa single word tells us plainly which commentary 
the translators sanction. In King James’s time, purple was 
believed to be common color with royalty. Hence they 
stumbled at the term used by Luke. We see further, why 
so generally the commentators are utterly confused as to 





the color of the flower representing Solomon's glory, and at | 


the main object of the Transfiguration. If it was to repre- 
sent the Messiah’s inauguration as king in the great work 
of redemption, light would be shed on these questions. 

That the robe in which the officers of Herod clothed him 
was of the royal color of all the kings of that age, with one 
exception, instead of purple, we infer from the following 
facts. We submit them to confirm the theory that the 
“gorgeous robe” was white as the lily—and the scene on 
Tabor points to the Redeemer’s errand to our race. The 
city of Shushan was named after the lily which, according 
to Gesenius, was called so from the color of the lily. The 
Egyptian temples, standing at the same time, are covered 
with lilies, which are of the purest white, along the Nile. 
Our Saviour is compared to the lily of the valley (white) 
and the rose of Sharon (purple) in the Canticles,* and “ Let 
thy garments be always white,” worthy of saints styled 
“kings and priests,” in Revelation. 

The slaughter of kings was such that the battle-field— 
strewed with the robes of royalty—‘“ was white as snow 
on Salmon.” We also find, when the highest honor a 
monarch could put on Mordecai, Secretary of State, he was 
“clothed in blue and white.” It is well known that 
Alexander the Great, at all times, even in his carousing 
pleasures, acted the king. In keeping with this, he ap- 
proached Jerusalem in state, and when he met the high- 
priest the royal conqueror of the world, says Josephus, 
“wore a robe of immaculate whiteness.” But the most 
definite and fully described robe of royalty we find was 
worn by Herod in grand display of the beauty, wealth, and 
grandeur of the vicegerent of the greatest empire on earth. 
Caesarea was the place where he had his principal palace, 
besides the one at Jerusalem and Jericho. From the crowd 
of royalty and nobility some time afterward at the same 
place, such as Festus, Agrippa, Felix, Bernice, and others, 
we may infer the attractive splendors gathered by the dash- 
ing Herod in this Roman capital. 
The theatre was the chosen place. 

His robe was white, and such was its brilliance, that Jo- 
sephus writes that the “dress shone like a piece of the sun 
itself.” Scholars infer it was woven silver tissue. If fur- 
ther proof were needed, note the white robes of the angels 


The time was sunrise. 


at the sepulcher, his countenance as lightning, and his rai- | 


ment white as snow. The saints, as kings, have washed 
their garments and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
The scene embraces a view of the Saviour wearing many 
crowns on his throne. His eyes like flaming fire, and 
his countenance was refulgent as the swn shining in its 
strength. 

If Tabor was an earth-born prophecy of this coronation, 
here we have the “ king eternal, immortal, invisible,” scep- 
tered and crowned on his throne! 

Pilate, being a Roman, clothed his prisoner in a purple 
garment; probably some cast-off robe of a nobleman, to 
which rank the proconsul himself belonged. If, then, this 
robe of uncreated effulgence surrounding the Lord on Tabor, 
pointed to his inauguration (and not, as usually thought, 
to cheer his chosen in view of his death), then another proof 
is the theme of the three celestial visitants on the midnight 
mount. 

When two glorified saints, with heaven’s light trembling 
on their forms, and for the first time during a thousand 
years under the splendors of the Eternal, gazing on their 
Incarnate Creator and Redeemer—what first, what second, 
what last will be their theme? Progress has been made 
on earth; continents of darkness have been retrieved. 
The sound of advancing wheels is heard, but they are 





* Josephus, Liber 8, c. 7, gives his endorsement to the theory that 
Solomon's robes, when visited by the queen of Sheba, were of spotless 
white, 


stained with human blood. But a new kingdom has 
come and a new king is crowned. In his reign all the 
tumults of jarring millions will be hushed. His reign 
will be everlasting, his kingdom is Peace, and his name 
is Love! 





TWO CHRISTMAS DAYS. 


BY LILLIE E. BARR. 


Who twined the green prophetic bay ? 
Who sung the joyful Advent lay ? 

Who did the Saviour homage pay 

Upon the world’s first Christmas Day? 


The sceptred kings who office bear? 
The rich who gold and purple wear ? 
The priests upon the altar stair? 

No, all of these were unaware. 


Some simple shepherds on the hill, 

At midnight, when the world was still, 
Saw angels all the welkin fill, 

And heard them sing of God's good-will. 


Three watching seers in far Chaldee, 
Who read his starry mystery, 

And longed the holy babe to see— 
The Christ of such Nativity. 


Two lowly wanderers who stay, 

To lay the babe in bed of hay, 

And over him in wonder pray, 

These only, keep the first Christ’s-day. 


Who now will twine prophetic bay? 
And sing the joyful Advent lay ? 
And to the Saviour homage pay 

In memory of the first Christ’s-day ? 


From Tasman’s woods shall rise a strain 
Will echo to the Arctic plain ; 

And East tell West in glad refrain 
That Christmas Day has come again. 


Lo! every land now sends its bay, 
No tongue but has its Advent lay, 
Each nation doth its homage pay, 
And all the world keeps Christmas Day / 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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LITTLE JACOB'S CHRISTMAS. 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE. 


“ Father, can I go out with you to-night, on the plain?” 

Little Jacob pulled at his father’s outer garment and 
looked wistfully up at him with great soft eyes like his 
mother’s. 

Rachel, too, looked up from the wailing baby in her arms. 

“May he not go, David? You have promised him to go 
some time, and the child here is sick. It will be quieter, if 
Jacob be with you.” 

“The boy shall go,” answered David, “ but he must sleep 
now, for there is no sleep for him there. The wolves have 
come down from Lebanon, and we keep open eyes and strict 
watch to-night; but let him be ready at sunset. 
scrip filled, Rachel ?” 

“ Tt is filled, and the water-gourd is ready.” 

So David left the little hut outside of Bethlehem and went 
| to his sheep in the field; and when the sun came hotly 
down at noon, Jacob curled up on a mat in the corner and 
slept long and sweetly, for he longed to be out at night 
among the sleeping sheep and the watching shepherds, and 
he hid his own little sling and store of smooth pebbles in- 
| side the breast of his coat, hoping to slay a wolf himself. 

Then the night came softly over Judea: the gentle winds 
hushed their whispering ; the distant ripple of Kedron sung a 
sleepy song, and on the wide, brown waste of the plain the 
flocks lay like heaps of fallen clouds, gray in the dim 
light, and noiseless except when some tiny lamb bleated for 
the mother it could not find with its half-opened eyes. Jacob 
clung tightly to David’s hand: the silence and the darkness 
awed him; the plain seemed to meet the sky; he could 
see only a broken line on that clear dark horizon where the 
roofs of Bethlehem, low and flat, crowned the hill-top : *his 
hand grew chilly in his father’s, and David saw the boy 
was afraid. He spoke to the other shepherds, who sat or 
stood among the flocks : 

“Let us sing the folding psalm, brethren: for the child 
is strange to the night, and remembereth not the Shepherd 
of Israel is with us.” So two of the men began, in rich, 
low voices, to chant— 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
and then the ress answered : 


Is my 





| 
| 


I shall not want. 


And the first two sang again— 





He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, 





And another response came : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters, 

So they went on through the beautiful psalm, and Jacob 
listened and felt sure that God was there in the night. 
When the psalm was over, he sat down on the plain beside 
his father, or walked about the sleeping sheep, and held 
his sling ready to strike a wolf in the forehead. But no 
wolves came; the night was still and soft, the dark blue sky 
was all alight with splendid stars, shining and glittering as 
they wheeled slowly across the sky—so slowly that little 
Jacob could not see them move. He did not speak much, 
for the stillness was like a finger on his lips, but he watched 
the heavens with wondering eyes, and when his father 
looked down at him and smiled, Jacob heard him say softly : 

The heavens declare the glory of God. 

And the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech, 

And night unto night showeth knowledge. 
Then Jacob began to wonder how the days spoke ; if it was 
with noisy winds, or birds singing, or the sound of waters 
far off; and then he fell into a kind of dream, leaning 
against his father’s knee, for it was almost midnight, and 
David had sat down to rest. 

But suddenly, in one breathless moment, both David and 
Jacob sprang to their feet,and all the other shepherds 
crowded up to them with pale faces, and open eyes, and 
trembling knees; for in an instant, without sound or sigh, 
the wide heavens were flooded with light and glory, brighter 
than the sun at noon; the stars were drowned in light, the 
radiance flowed in waves of splendor from mid-heaven down 
to earth, and then, in the deepest depths of glory far above 
their heads, in the heart of all the shining, appeared a great 
angel, with robes of whiteness brighter than the gathered 
light, and a face calm with awful gladness; and the shep- 
herds were sore afraid, for they thought the Day of the Lord 
was come. But the angel smiled upon them like the sun 
shining in his strength, and spoke like the voice of the sea 
for might, yet sweeter than the turtle-doves amid the cedars 
of Lebanon, and he said unto them: 

“Fear not! For behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord! And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger.” 

Little Jacob heard these words, but he knew them not, 
except the name of Messiah, for whom he often had heard 
his mother pray in the evening time, but now, while the 
glad tidings sounded still, behold! from the bright depths 
of heaven came angel after angel, countless as the hidden 
stars, and radiant as light itself; their stainless ranks rayed 
outward from the vast, calm shape of the Herald Angel 
like beams from the morning sun, and with a great sound 
like the flowing of some mighty stream, they sung the song 
of heaven, 

Glory to God in the highest ! 
And on earth peace ; 
Good-will toward men. 


The wondrous sound thrilled all the high and glowing 
heaven, and then, still with strains of glory and peace 
ringing above and falling fainter and fainter to those below, 
rank folded in on rank, the Angel of theLord leading upward, 
and the awful splendor gathering up about them, they 
soared into that glory, and the glory shrouded their de- 
parting cohorts, and the dark midnight sky, feebly starred 
now to the shepherds’ smitten eyes, bent its purple arch 
again above unconscious earth. 

David stooped and lifted Jacob in his arms; neither of 
them could speak, but old Simeon, the oldest of all the 
Bethlehem shepherds, bent low, and, with uncovered head, 
began the chant, 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord! 

Let us make a joyful noise unto the Rock of our Salvation ! 
With low voices they sung the psalm through, as they turned 
from the plain toward Bethlehem, forgetfu) of ‘heir flocks 
and herds, caring for nothing but to fira the Messizh, the 
baby in the manger, the Sor <f God. 

And there, indeed, in a rude cavern, where the beasts of 
burden were sheltered and their poor masters fed by the 
way—there upon a shaken wisp of straw, a very baby in the 
flesh, lay the infant Christ, with his awed and adoring 
mother kneeling beside him, and Joseph the carpenter 
standing with folded hands, amazed but faithful, beside the 
new-born king of Israel. 

And while the shepherds told their wondrous tale, and 
they that werein the inn heard it and adored, Mary shut 
up all these things in her heart, and little Jacob gazed on 
the calm, sad face of the Mighty Child, and went away with 
@ vision in his soul that never left it while life remained. 

“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told unto them.” 

This was little Jacob’s Christmas. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Fourth Quarter, 1876.) 


13. Dec, 24.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 
14. Dec, 31.—Annual Review or Selection 


[First Quarter, 1877.} | 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
1. Jan, 7.—The Kingdom Divided ..----1 Kings 12 : 12-20 


2. Jan. 14.—The Sin of Jeroboam ..1 Kings 12: 25-33 
3. Jan. 21,.—Omri and Ahab .-1 Kings 16: 23-34 
4. Jan. 28.—Elijah the Tishbite_.......-...........- 1 Kings 17: 1-16 
5. Feb. 4.—Elijah and Ahab dtitnasoncantsnel Bee 18 : 6-18 
6. Feb, 11,—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal__.....1 Kings 18: 19-29 
7. Feb. 18.—Elijah and his Sacrifice... 1 Kings 18: 36-46 
& Feb, 25.—Flijah at Horeb .1 Kings 19 : 8-18 
9. Mar. 4.—The Story of Naboth 1 Kings 21; 4-14 
10. Mar. 11.—Flijah Translated 2 Kings 2: 1-12 
11. Mar. 18.—The Spirit on Elisha ......2 Kings 2: 13-25 
12. Mar. 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 





LESSON 1, SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 1877. 


Title: THE KINGDOM DIVIDED. 

GOLDEN TEXT: Bur Hr ForsooK THE COUNSEL OF 
THE OLD MEN, WHICH THEY HAD GIVEN HIM.—1l Aings 
12: 8. 

Topic : FIRST-FRUITS OF FOLLY. 
HOME READINGS. 
Monday, January 1; 1 Kings 12: 12-20. First fruits of folly 
Tuesday, January 2: 2Chron, 10; 1-11. Forsaking wise counsel. 


Wednesday, January 3 Prov. 1: 24-33 


Rejecting Wisdom's 
warning 


Thursday, January 4: 1 Kings 9: 1-9. Warning against for- 


saking God 

Friday, January 5: 2 Chron. 10; 12-19. Forsaken by Israel. 

Saturday, January6; 1 Kings 11: 26-39. Israel's revolt foretold. 

Sunday, January 7: Prov. 3; 21-26. Safety of Wisdom's way. 

LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Kings 12: 12-20.] 

12. So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 
day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the third 
day. 

13. And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the 
old men’s counsel that they gave him. 





14. And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, say- 
ing, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: 
my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions 


15. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for the | 
cause was from the Lord, that he might perform his saying, which | 
the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat 

16 So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we 
in David ? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your 
tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel de- 
parted unto their tents 

17. But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them 

18. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the trib- 
ute: and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. There- 
fore king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to 
flee to Jerusalem 

19. So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day 

20. And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam 
was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congrega- 
tion, and made him king over all Israel; there was none that fol- 
lowed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only 


. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


1 Kings 12: 12. Come the third day. And he said 
unto them, Depart yet for three days. then come again to me. And 
the people departed. 1 Kings 12: 5——So Jeroboam and all 
the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, 
saying, Come again to me on the third day. 2Chron. 10: 12. 

V. 13. Answered roughly.——And Joseph saw his breth- 
ren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and 








spake roughly unto them. Gen. 42: 7——The man, who is the 
lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the 
country. Gen. 40: 30.——-And Pharoah said, Who is the Lord, that 


I should obey his voice to let Israel go? 
neither will I let Israel go 


I know not the Lord, | 
Ex. 5: 2.——And Pharoah said unto 
him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more 
Ex. 10: 28.——Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? | 
or what if thy father answer thee roughly? 1 Sam. 20: 10.—— 
The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth 
of the wicked speaketh frowardness. Prov. 10: 32 A soft 
answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 
Prov. 15: 1——The poor useth entreaties ; but the rich answereth 
roughly. Prov. 18: 23 





Forsook the old men’s counsel. He that walketh with | 
wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed 
Prov. 13: 20. He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab 
for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. Wherefore he 





| jected your God. 1 Sam, 10: 19 





did evil in the sight of the Lord like the honse of Ahab; for they 
were his counsellors after the death of his father to his destruction 


He walked also after their counsel. 2 Chron, 22: 3-5.——The 
i counsels of the wicked are deceit. Prov. 12: 5.——Then these 
} 


| presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said 
| thus unto him, King Darins, live forever. All the presidents of the 


kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the 
captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and 
to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any 
god or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast 
into the den of lions. Dan. 6: 6, 7. 

V. 14. I will add to your yoke. Only by pride cometh 
contention; but with the well advised is wisdom. Prov. 13: 10 

—Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 


fall. Prov. 16:18 —The beginning of strife is as when one let 


| teth out water; therefore leave off contention before it be meddled 


with. Prov. 17: 14——From whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in 


| your members? Jas. 4: 1 


V.15. The cause was from the Lord.——Thus saith the 
Lord, Yeshall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children 
of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thingis from me. 
1 Kings 12: 24—But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us 
pass by him: for the Lord thy God hardened his spirit, and made 
his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as ap 
peareth this day. Deut. 2: 30——But his father and his mother 
knew not that it was of the Lord, that he sought an occasion against 
the Philistines. Judg. 14: 4. Him, being delivered by the de 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified and slain. Acts 2: 23. 








Vv. 16. What portion have we in David? And there 
happened to be there aman of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew a trumpet, and said, We have no 
part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: 
every man to his tents, O Israel. 2 Sam. 20: 1——And when all 
Israel saw that the king would not hearken unto them, the people 
answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? and 


we have none inheritance in the son of Jesse; every man to your 


| tents, O Israel: and now, David, see to thine own house. So all 


Israel went to their tents. 2 Chron. 10: 16 





Thine own house, David.- And thine house and thy 
kingdom shall be established forever before thee. 2Sam.7: 16.—— 
And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate 
with Ephraim. Isa. 7: 2 


v.18. All Israel stoned him. And Moses cried unto 
the Lord, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be al- 
most ready to stone me. Ex. 17: 4.-———-But all the congregation 
bade stone them with stones. Numb. 14: 10——And they con- 





spired against him, and stoned him with stones, at the command- 
ment of the king, in the court of the house of the Lord. 2 Chron, 


24: 21——-They feared the people, lest they should have been 
stoned, Acts 5: 26.——And they stoned Stephen. Acts 7: 59 
Vv. 19. So Israel rebelled.——Anid ye have this day re- 


For he rent Israel from the 
house of David: and they made Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, king, 
2 Kings 17: 21. 








And Israel rebelled against the house of David 
unto thisday, 2 Chron. 10: 19——But his citizens hated him, and 
sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign 
over us. Luke 19: 14 

Vv. 20. None but the tribe of Judah only. How- 
beit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one 
tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's 
sake, which I have chosen. 1 Kings 11: 13 And unto his son 
will I give one tribe, that David, my servant, may have a light al- 








way before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to 
put myname there. 1 Kings 11: 36———Ephraim compassed me 
about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet 


ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints, Hosea 11: 12. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, D.D., LL.D. 





The Israelitish monarchy had now reached the climax of its 
worldly prosperity. The great promise made to Abraham, 
(Gen. 15: 18-21) had been fulfilled to the letter. ‘ From the 
river of Egypt to the great river” (the river Euphrates), 
all had been subdued by David, and remained, for forty years 
the undismembered dominion of his wise son Solomon. To 
any mere human philosophy of history, the prospect of vast 
empire that lay before the brave and compact people, all 
united under one great ruler, was fairer than any that would 
have been claimed for the Assyrian, or, afterwards, for any 
Western power. Their early place in history ; their territorial 
advantages, combining “ the strength of the hills and the fer- 
tility of the plain ;” their geographical position, between the 
Mediterranean and the Euphrates, holding the keys of the 
East and the West, gave them a starting advantage which the 
Romans never possessed. But God willed otherwise. In that 
same old book of Genesis, that “ book of myths,” as some re- 
gard it, there was another promise of a most peculiar kind. 
The Jews were, indeed, to be a world-people, but not in the 
conquering or political sense. “ In thee, and in thy seed, shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed.” Read Gen. 12: 3; 
22: 28, and find, as an echo to it, the language of “ the spir- 
iiual Israel" in the temple service : 


“ Let the peoples praise 
thee, O God . 


yea, let all the peoples praise thee" (Psa. 67: 
4). There wasto be another kingdom of Israel, a messianic 
kingdom, of which other lessons will give occasion of comment. 


| The temporal or worldly promise firet comes to mind here. 








But what relation do they bear to each other? The complete 
fulfillment of the one, we answer,was to be the pledge of assur- 
ance forthe other. From “the river to the ends of the 
land” (Psa. 72) all had been performed as God had promised ; 
not a territory mentioned (Gen. 15: 20, 21) had been left out; 
and so not one jot or tittle of the greater promise, or of the 
greater Israel, shall ever fail until it reach the vastness of its 
predicted dominion, and fully enter upon its time-transcending 
duration 

But the temporal Israel must now decline, and we have 
here the initial steps of the process. He who enlarges the peo- 
ple. Such is the etymological import of the name Rehoboam 
(v. 12), given to him at his birth, and, as we may well suppose, 
with bright prophetic hopes. But how opposed to all this is 
his foolish speech! We are surprised at such an answer, espe- 
cially when we consider that he was forty-one years old. But 
there should be taken into view the education he had proba- 
bly received, surrounded as he was by flatteries, and under the 
blinding influence of his long expectancy of power as heir- 
apparent. It was this which kept him a child in knowledge, 
whilst it gave a giant strength to his irrational pride and sel 
fishness. He had been taught more, undoubtedly, of foreign 
courts than of his native land. How very poor must have 
been his estimate of the proud-spirited people whom he so 
grossly insulted! How inadequate his conception of their 
remarkable history, making them so different from the ser- 
vile subjects of Assyrian or Egyptian kings. The Israelites 
had that instinct of government which God has given to man 
for the good order of the world. They were willing to obey 
a monarch; they even preferred a monarch to a democracy ; 
but it was not the spirit of ‘passive obedience” to mere will 
and folly. They had, also, that other feeling which, in its 
times, arouses the people, as the very ministers of Deity, to 
hurl down the Stuarts and the Rehoboams, when they would 
pervert God's sacred ordinance of civil authority to their own 
selfish idea of individual “ divine right.” 

Some commentators would read twenty-one years, instead 
of forty-one (1 Kings 14: 21), for Rehoboam’s age at his ac- 
cession; but this is opposed to the Hebrew text, and to all 
the old versions. One reason given for such a view is the ex- 
ceeding folly of his answer. Another is derived from the 
word ye ladhim, which is generally used to denote very young 
persons, children, lads. They were, doubtless, younger than 
Xehoboam. Heirs expectant, though themselves growing old, 
like to have about them youths and frivglous persons as a 
foil to their own incompetency. But the term may very 
easily be taken in a retrospective sense, or as it is defined in 
the sentence itself, those who had been brought up with him 
(Heb., grown large with him), his early playmates, whom he still 
called ‘ the boys,” though past the age of boyhood. 

The language of the people (v. 16) is the result of emotion 
suddenly rising into poetry, though not exactly the artificial 
diction to which we give that name. Strong feeling naturally 
seeks the measured, song-like style, though this, as is the case 
with Hebrew poetry everywhere, is rather in the swell and 
cadence of the thought, than in single measured feet. The 
ease with which we read it ourselves shows its naturalness : 

What portion now have we in David ? 
No more inheritance for us in Jesse’s son ; 
To your tents, O Israel. 

“The cause was from the Lord” (v. 15). The most literal 
sense of the word here used is the best, as carrying with it the 
most pregnant significance. It means, etymologically, a turn, 
or turning round, a deflection, a bringing about, denoting a di- 
vine causation, not miraculous, but through a series of moral 
and physical sequences, employed continuously, without leaps 
or any violation of a true causal order. Thus used, the noun 
sibba is very peculiar. It is a circuit, but, it may be, of vast 
extent, proceeding from the supernatural, yet ranging through 
the physical, and even the spiritual, so far as the latter is con- 
nected with nature. It takes in the desires, the appetites, the 
ambitions, the follies of the human soul. It makes evil do 
good. Thus God makes the wrath of man to praise him 
Thus did he interfere with Pharaoh, making him no worse a 
man than he was before, but nerving him, binding him up, 
strengthening him, as the word strictly means, to do what was 
in his wicked heart, but which the tyrant’s cowardice alone 
prevented him from acting out. Such a doctrine of God's inter- 
fering with the human spirituality loses all its seeming difficulty, 
when we bear in mind that there is in this department one 
sacred spot,—sacred, we may say, even to Deity himself. It is 
the heart loving truth, and willing good. With this God never 
interferes, unless it be to bless it, and cherish it, and water it 
with the dews of his heavenly grace. 

In the present case, the corner of the curtain is lifted, and 
the machinery of the sibba, or circuit, is partially revealed ; 
but everywhere in the history of the world may be traced the 
evidences of this glorious divine prerogative. These are so 
manifest, sometimes, that it has passed into a proverb : “Whom 
God wishes to destroy he first makes mad.” Many thus accept 
it in a form which seems to give credit to their own profound 
sagacity, or their satirical keenness, though affecting to be hor- 
rified by it.when presented soberly and reverentially as a 
Scriptural tenet. 

“Unto this day" (v. 19) it marks the period when this book, 





and, perhaps, all the four books of Samuel and Kings, was 
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written ; somewhere near the time, perhaps, when King Jeho- | 
iachin was carried away to Babylon in the year 599 B.C., ora | 
few years later. There is something in the language that 
seems to imply that the writer had this in mind in thus de 
scribing the sibba, whether we regard it as denoting the | 
initial turn, marking “‘ The Decline and Fall" of the Jewish | 
monarchy, or the whole long revolution, as carried through the 
succeeding reigns 


DOCTRINES AND PRACTICAL LESSONS. 


BY THE 


REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B 


1. LESSONS RESPECTING THE DIVINE GOVERNMENT. 
1. Events, most disastrous in themselves, may be not only per- 
mitted, but ordained by God. 
cause was from the Lord” 


“ The king hearkened not, for the | 
(v.15). The disruption of the 
tribes was the most disastrous event in the history of Israel. 
Famine, pestilence, invasion, were external and temporary ca 
lamities which the nation, united and strong, could endure and 
survive. But this schism was a vital wound, draining its | 
strength and rendering inevitable its decay and death. A 
small people, in a limited territory, surrounded by great | 
and warlike empires, needed all their combined strength to 
maintain their existence. When divided, they wasted in civil 
wars the resources needed against the common foe, whom each 
called in against the other; till at length, first Samaria, then 
Jerusalem was burned, and the people werecarried away cap- 
tives. A sound ship can endure storms, but with timbers 
loosened or rotten it soon sinks. 


‘A kingdom divided against 
itself cannot stand.” 


Yet the schism which led to this ruin 
‘‘was of the Lord.” 

2. God ordains such calamities for the punishment of sin. 
Solomon had grievously transgressed, and not without the 
concurrence of the nation. Together with other sins, he had 
set up the worship of idols. He had basely yielded to the influ- 
ence of his thousand concubines, most of whom were idolaters, 
and had erected altars to Baal and Chemoth, and Ashtaroth, 
over against the very temple he had consecrated to Jehovah 
Punishment may be divine, although natural ; divine, because 
natural. Thus dissipation ruins the health ; soa nation break- 
ing its covenant with God is prepared to break its covenant 
With men. Disruption from heaven leads to disruption on 
earth. All the parts of their confederacy cohered by common 
attraction to their God, and fell asunder when this was gone. 
The fear of (tod is the best bond of the family and the nation. 
Besides, God had distinctly made allegiance to himself a con- 
dition of national prosperity. 
Mount Ebal (Deut. the charge David gave his son 
(1 Chron. 28: 9); and the words of God himself to Solomon | 
(1 Kings 3: 5-14; 1 Kings 9: 1-9). WhenSolomon broke 
the covenant, God threatened to rend the kingdom from him 
(1 Kings 11: 9-13). When Ahijah announced the disruption, 
he said it was because of the sins of the house of David. It 
was therefore “from the Lord.” And if the house of David 
had repented, and if Israel had taken warning, this calamity 
would have resulted ina deeper union with God than had 
ever existed before. But if they persisted in sin they could not 
The keystone gone, the arch falls in ruin. Con- 
tinued temporal prosperity along with spiritual decay, would 
have encouraged them in sin. 





Read the curses pronounced on 
Qo," 
al 


prosper. 


It was an important lesson for 
them and all ages, that righteousness is the true stability of 
any people. . 

3. An event may be decreed by God, and yet the agents in 
bringing it about may be culpable. All were to blame here. 
Rehoboam, in his delay (v. 5); his not seeking guidance from 
God ; his rejection of the counsel of the old men (v. 8); and 
his foolish and wicked answer (v. 14). 
Israelites were to blame. 


Jeroboam also, and the 
During the reign of Sclomon, the 
nation had become wealthy and prosperous (1 Kings 10: 27). 
The people ‘dwelt safely, every man under his vine and 
under his fig-tree, . . . all thedays of Solomon "(1 Kings 4: 25). 
There was a teeming and happy population, for ‘Judah and 
Israel were many as the sand by the sea-shore in mul- 
titude, eating and drinking and making merry "(1 Kings 4. 20). 
Probably towards the end of his reign, Solomon increased the 
burdens of the people who had to supply work in the erection 
of his great buildings; but this was the custom of all kings, 
and was soon exacted by Jeroboam when he built Shechem and 
other fortified places. Moreover, the great fault of Solomon, 
by which he insulted both Jehovah and the nation, and drew 
down the wrath of heaven, they did not mention, but were 
solely concerned with their own personal ease. They com- 
plained, not of the altar to Moloch, but only of the work 
which had been exacted. They were annimated by a wretched | 
jealousy of the ascendency of Judah, and instead of honoring | 
the memory of their heroic king David, spoke contemptu- 
ously of the “son of Jesse.” 





At that very place, Shechem, | 
“ Johsua gathered all the tribes, and they presented themselves | 
before God.” (Josh. 24: 1.) So, also. when Samuel convened | 
the people at Mizpeh (1 Sam. 10: 17), and David at Hebron (2 
Sam. 5: 1-3), and “ made a league before the Lord.” But on 
this occasion they did not present themselves before him, nor | 
seek his guidance. They only met one another and obeyed their 
own impulses. Their hasty revolt was at once followed by the 
murder of Adoram (1 Kings 12: 18). Thus all parties to this 
disruption followed their own sinful impulses. God was not 





trayed Christ. 


| be its defeat, and the wrath of man shall praise God. 


later it brings its own retribution. 


the author of their sin. They acted freely and wickedly. So 
Pharaoh hardened his heart against God, though it was of God 
that thus the Israelites should’ be delivered, and so Judas be- 
“The Son of man goeth as 1t 1s written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed.” 

4. Thewicked are made the executioners on themselves of God's 
righteous judgments. Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the house of 
David and the tribes of Israel, thought only of gratifying their 
own self-will ; 





but they were really accomplishing the will of | 


God. In the act of rebellion they were unconsciously serving | 
him. Here is comfort when we see with dismay the wrath and | 


seeming triumph of the wicked. They accomplish their own 


evil devices, and those very devices are the means of securing 


their punishment. The apparent victory of evil will always 


“Othe 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!" 


(Rom. 11: 33.) Wickedness can never prosper. Sooner or 


Sin is suicide. Every evil 


| act is a wound on ourselves. The conscience becomes hardened 


and the moral nature corrupted by the refusal to repent. Sinners 


are now writing their own condemnation; fitting their own 


| unquenchable fire. 


il, LESSONS RESPECTING POLJTICAL GOVERNMENTS. 


1. The duty of rulers. The old men may have been crafty in 
their counsel (v. 7), advising a pretended willingness to make 
But their 
Rulers ought always to be, in a 
sense, the servants or ministers of the people. Their authority 
should be exercised, not for their own ambition, luxury, pride 
but for the welfare of their subjects. 
government is the benefit of the governed.” 
the people, not the people for the king. 
are ‘ordained of God” 


concessions which should afterwards be withdrawn. 
words suggest a great truth. 


“The highest end of all 
The king is for 
that 
are “nota terror to good works, but 
the evil.” ‘ He is the minister of God to thee for good”’ (Rom. 
13; 1-4). They who thus rule soon win the hearts of the peo- 
ple, who loyally obey such a ruler, and “will be his servants 
for ever” (v. 7.) 

2. The duty of subjects. ‘ Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers” (Rom. 13: 1): because civil government is 
essential to human society ; and because it is the ordinance of 
God, Subjects should not only be alive to the defects of the 
government, but grateful for its benefits, and should make 
allowance for the infirmities and difficulties of those who rule. 
Loyalty to theircommon country should keep them from faction 
and schismatical division. Allshould labor together for the 


“The powers ” 


| common weal. 


3. The ultimate right of resistance. If Rehoboam really 
meant what he said, and in spite of remonstrance ruled as he 
threatened, he would have been the real traitor to the law, 
perverting his office to ends the reverse of those for which it 
was ordained. In such cases, a nation, not against, but to up- 
hold order and law, may change its rulers. So England shook 
off the yoke of the Stuarts, and the United States that of Great 
Britain, and in our own day, Italy that of Austria. It is to be 
hoped that on the same principle the Christian provinces of 
the Turkish Empire may soon be delivered from a power which 
is impotent to govern and mighty only to oppress. But such 
a right is to be exercised only in the last extremity, and for 
the sake of preserving, not destroying, the ordinance of God. 


lll. LESSONS RESPECTING HUMAN CHARACTER AND CONDUCT. 


1. Children follow the evil example rather than the wise cown- 
sels of parents. How was it that Solomon, the sage, had for a son 
Rehoboam, the fool? How was it he bequeathed his wealth 
and not his wisdom? But was he truly wise? Solomon be- 
came ‘a wise fool.” He was learned and clever, but he 
abused his intellectual powers and allowed his carnal passions 
to bear sway. 
fool. 


He was in theory a philosopher, in practice a 
Rehoboam might read his father’s Proverbs, but would 
be more likely to be influenced by his father's sensuality, 
luxury, and idolatry. So still. If parents are worldly, cove- 
tous, profligate, though they may give solemn counsels, their 
“actions speak louder than words.” The children will be 
more likely to follow the actions which are in harmony with 
their own evil hearts, than the precepts those actions contra- 


dict. Nothing can make up to the children the want of good 
parental example. Wealth without wisdom 1s a poor inherit- 
ance. 


2. The importance of wise counsellors. Itis dangerous to 
ask advice of those who only look through our own glasses. 
Rehoboam listened to the companions whose interest it was to 
flatter and please him. counsel which is in 
harmony with your own self-interest, pride, or lusts. We 


Beware of the 


| should seek the opinion of those who can see from a different 


position. A general directs a battle from knowing what is 
going on in all parts of the battle-field. If we were traveling 
through a forest and knew not the way, it would not be wise 
to take the advice only of our companions who also had never 
passed through it. If we met a man who had explored it, 
with much fatigue and injury, and could warn us what false 
paths to avoid, it would be wise to take his counsel, and so 
escape what he had suffered. Experience is often bought very 
dear. There are many old people who, if they could live over 


again, would act differently. Their aged self would give ad- 


vice to their younger self. This cannot be. But the 
young can profit by the counsel of the old, who have the ex- 
perience which the young have not. Especially should chil- 
dren ask counsel of the parents and teachers who love them 
and are anxious for their good. 

3. The danger of hasty and angry words. “ A soft answer 
turneth away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger” 
(Prov. 15: 1). See also Eccl.7: 8,9; James 3: 6-8. Llus- 
trate by the case of Abigail (1 Sam. 25. 32, 33). It is easy, 
and a relief, to express in words the anger of the heart. 
But the utterance of a minute may cause misery for years, It 
is best to be silént when angry, and to speak only when the 
short madness has passed by. 





Especially we should beware 
of the additional danger arising from wit. It was a sharp, 
pungent, racy bit of talk about the little finger, the whips and 
the scorpions. When a sharp, brilliant, stinging word occurs 
to the mind there is great danger of giving it utterance. But 
it may prove a barbed, as well as a sharp arrow, rankling 
and poisoning a wound which may never be healed. 
alienate choice friends, 


It may 
divide a family, provoke a war. 


| rend a nation, create a schism, to the lasting dishonor of re- 


: ' ty 
| souls to be vessels of destruction, and piling up the fuel for the | 





ligion and injury to the world. 
IV. LESSONS ILLUSTRATIVE OF GOSPEL TRUTH. 


1. Our state of sin is represented by the threat of Rehoboam., 
Whatever the real character of rule, Rehoboam’s or Solomon's, 
we know that the devil's is usurped and tyrannical, and ever 
At first we are 
deluded by the appearance of gain or pleasure. We may think 
we share the wealth and glory of Solomon, and may “eat and 
drink and make merry ;” but soon we feel the yoke. We try 
now and then to shake it off, but it bears on us more and more 
heavily. The task-master increases our labors. We work in 
chains—tied and bound by evil habit. The silken thread 
becomes an iron cord, cutting the limbs. Then come regrets, 
which chastise like cruel whips; there are intervals of quiet 
indifference, but conscience comes and tears off our cloak of 
false excuses, and lashes the quivering sonl again; and then, 
when death draws near, and especially after death, the whips 
are turned to scorpions, and remorse without compassion 
plows its furrows in the soul. “Son, remember!” And again 
comes down the scorpion scourge. Thisis the worm that dieth 
not. The slaves of sin should at once revolt against such a 
tyranny, while it is yet possible to escape, and be free! 

2. Jesus, the Son of David, is our Saviour and King. Under his 
rule we are sure of true wealth and lasting gladness: all his 
laws are love; all his precepts are promises disguised, Every 
command isa boon. ‘The tribute he asks is a blessing he 
bestows. He verily became as a servant to us that he might 
bind us by love to be his servants for ever. ‘“ He hath on him 
the form of a servant.” He carried our burdens. ‘ By his 
stripes we are héaled.” He came, “not to be ministered unto” 
(not to be served), “ but to minister” (to serve), “ and to give 
his life a ransom for many.” He is the king who rules in 
righteousness, and breaks in pieces the oppressor ; who judges 
the poor of the people, in whose days the righteous shall flour- 
ish (Psa. 72). The revolted tribes despised David as “ the son 
of Jesse; so some rejected Christ as “the carpenter's son.” 
Let him not be despised and rejected by us. Rather let ussay ; 
Thou art the Son of David, thou art the Prince of Israel, 
thou art the King of Glory, O Christ! 


grows harder, and sterner, and more cruel. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Come to me again the third day. Time taken for delibera- 
tion is very well, if it is wisely used. But it is better to act 
promptly on a good impulse than to wait awhile and then 
decide to do wrong. A boy who is inclined to obey his 
mother is sometimes laughed out of his good impulses by evil 
companions whose advice he seeks. A man often decides, on 
second thought, or from evil counsel, not to admit or repair a 
wrong he has done, or to withhold a charity to which he was 
at first prompted. We never need wait before deciding to 
speak kindly and to act lovingly. 

After the counsel of the young men. “ Young folks think old 
ones are fools; old folks know young ones are,” is an old ad- 
age. Especially do young people want to show their indepen- 
dence. They want to do as they please. They want to employ 
their power, or their time, or their money, after their own 
fancy. Boys will use tobacco because “ the other fellows” say 
it is manly to doso. They will speak roughly, or swear, for 
the same reason. “After the counsel of the young men” a 
great many boys are making fools of themselves, 

And Iwill add. If a boy decides to follow an evil example, 
he is pretty sure to go further and faster than the one he imi- 
He wants to begin where the other left off, and then to 
keep going. And why not? If wrong-doing is to be desired, 
the more of it the better. If one man is something of a guiner 


tates. 


through being ill-natured, or selfish, or intemperate, or pro- 
fane, may not another be a greater gainer by an increase in 
A road that it is well to start on is a 
good road to pursue to the end. And that course of conduct 
which it would be unwise to add to, we had better keep 
clear of. 

The cause was from the Lord. The rough answer was from 


the same direction ? 
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a 


Rehoboam, but the Lord allowed him to give it. “ Give a rogue 
rope enough and he'll hang himself.” The Lord knows when 
to let a man have his own way. If that way leads to ruin, the 
man is to blame for it; but the Lord is not disappointed. No 
man can do any more harm in the world than the Lord permits. 
A young man may decide to disregard the claims of honesty 
and truth and purity, and to look out only for himself, deter- 


| 
mined to have “a good time in the world,” regardless of the | 


laws of God or man. He may seem to have no hindrances in 


his way ; but in fact he is only straightening out the rope, a | 


noose of which is about his neck. The cause is from the Lord, 


and he will find this out when the halter drawg 

Now see to thine own house, David. “ Curses like chickens 
come home to roost.” In making threats we make enemies. 
We can never speak a harsh word, or do an unkind thing, and 
be sure that no harm to ourselves will come of it. If we 
strike others, others are quite likely to strike back. When we 
begin to throw stones, we must be prepared to see to our own 
glass houses. 


Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram. The first thing the 
king did, after declaring he woula be a hard master, was to 
call on his people for tax money. Of 
He 
who is on the wrong side is never sure of doing anything 
wisely, 


That was very unwise. 
course it was. The ways of sin are not ways of wisdom. 
One folly begets another; and the second folly isco m- 
monly greater than the former. If we decide to disregard the 
rights of our children, our servants, our customers, or our com- 
panions, we shall hardly be discreet, or even shrewd, in efforts 
to conciliate those whom we have provoked to anger or dis- 
content. 

So Israel rebelled unto this day. It is easier to 
break a vase than to mend it; tospill milk than to gather it 
up again; to jump from a precipice than to stop halfway to 
the bottom. It is easier to break friendship than to renew it; 
to lose love than to regain it; to continue in evil-doing than to 
get back to purity again. It is the privilege of choosing be- 
tween a right course and a wrong one which God offers to us. 
The consequences of our choice it is not for us to limit. A harsh 
word to a parent, toa brother or sister, to a playmate, may 
cause a sting which shall never be removed. One more act of 
disobedience may fix our state of rebellion against God unto 
the end of days. 

When . 
king. 


Jeroboam was come... they . . . made him 
“ No man can serve two masters; but he will serve 
There is no such thing among men as absolute indepen- 
dence of authority. As soon as a man or a boy rebels 
against one power he submits to another. 
Rehoboam he sends for Jeroboam. 


one, 


If he has rejected 
A boy may refuse to obey 
his mother because his companions tell him he should not 
mind her. They rule him, although his mother could not. 
Many a young girl who will not be controlled by good sense 
and prudence is the willing subject of fashion and popular 
caprice. Many a young man who refuses to submit to the laws 
of health and purity is the slave of appetite and lust. He 
who refuses the rule of God is not without a master, “ His 
servants ye are to whom ye obey.” Who is my master? Who 
is yours ? 

The teachings of this lesson find many applications in every- 
day life. We cannot be too prompt to speak kindly and to 
regard the rights and feelings of others. Young companions 
are not always our best advisers. We ought to be sure that it 
is the good, and not the evil, of our parents to which we are to 
add. No wilfulness of ours will enable us to do more evil 
than God suffers. If we plan evil against others, we must ex- 
pect evil planned against ourselves. If we do one foolish 
thing, 1t will hardly be our last or our worst. 
do evil than to limit its consequences. If we are not serving 
one ruler we are another. It is important to know in whose 
service we are living and working. 


It is easier to 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

No one more than the Primary-Class teacher needs to 
remember the picture of Jesus as he sat in a house in Caper- 
naum with a child in his arms. A teacher cannot hope to lead 
little children into the kingdom unless she first becomes one 
with them—receiving in earnest heart the simple truths she 
seeks to impart. The “man after God’s own heart,” whose 
penitential psalms have been the prayers of ages, and whose 
songs will ever echo round the throne, felt this. ‘“ Neither do 
I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for 
me. My soul is even asa child.” Remembering these exam- 
ples, let us begin our work for another year, sitting with the 
children at the Master's feet, eager to receive fuller measures 
of his Spirit, and to bring more and more to him to bless. 


Let us not forget to thank God, when he shows us the fruit | 


of his own work. When mothers tell you of your scholars’ 
prayers, of bits of talk in twilight hours, of temptations con- 
quered, when the answers you receive in lisping words are 
taught by the Spirit, do you not rejoice for what he has “ 
vealed unto babes "’? 

But Paul says, “ Be not children in understanding.” Sim- 
plicity should be the fruit of severe study. No teacher more 
needs to use every help than she whose scholars cannot study 


re- 
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| for themselves ; for she must blend all her study into something | 
practical, and adapt it to the youngest lives. So, perhaps, after 
all the able expositions which you find every week in The 
Times, these primary hints may help you to reach into play- 
| hours, and home life and daily thought. The true watch- | 
words for our home preparation should be: Pray; Study ; for | 
class-work : Review, Question. Use questions far oftener than | 
printed directions can tell. 
| is an interrogation point. 
Ask or give the name of the lesson for to-day. 
| meaning of divided. 


The best point a teacher can make | 


Ask the 
Instance an apple cut in two. Any 
| familiar object may be mentioned. Ask what is a kingdom ; 
| what kings are remembered. Question about the 
| splendor and prosperity of Solomon's reign. 


wealth, 
We begin the 
year to-day with a warning—a picture of a foolish son of a 
wise father. Theson’s name was Rehoboam. Have the name 

The story is a sad one to tell, for even wise Solomon 
let his wicked heathen wives turn away his heart from God. 
To punish him, God said: ‘“I will rend [take] the kingdom 
from thee, and give it to thy servant.” God was kind even in 
punishment, for he said: ‘‘ For thy father David's sake, I will | 
not do it in thy days.” 


+ 
repeatea 


After Solomon had been king forty years, [how long ?] he | 
died, and was buried in the city of David. Where? Then 
He went with his princes and | 
company to Shechem to meet with the old wise men and all the 
people and to be made their king. They had grown very tired 
of so much work in Solomon's time, for they had cut down 
forests and hewn stones, built cities, palaces, made broad roads, 
and paid heavy taxes, while their king lived in ease and ate 
and drank out of vessels of gold and silver. They wanted 
some promise from Rehoboam that they need not pay such 
taxes or work so hard. They were all at Shechem. If you 
like, tell of Abraham there, of Jacob’s well, of Joseph's burial. 
The people said to Rehoboam, “Thy father made our yoke 
grievous; lighten the yoke, and we will serve thee.” 
What did that mean? Rehoboam wanted time to think, so 
he said, ‘‘ In three days come again.” He asked the old men, 
who had been in Solomon's court, ‘‘ How do you advise me to 
answer the people?” They said, ‘ Be kind, please the people, 
speak good words, and they will be your servants forever.” 
Doesn't all that seem right? What would you have done? 
In two places in the Bible our golden text tells how he did. 
Have it recited. Print on the blackboard, 

HE FORSOOK COUNSEL, 


He turned away from the wise old men and turned to the 
younger men, his foolish companions, as wild and proud and 
selfish as himself. The third day crowds were waiting for the 
words of their king. Put on the blackboard, 

HE ANSWERED ROUGHLY. 

He said the very words his silly friends told him to. 

What had the people asked him to lighten? “I will add 
to your yoke,” he said. When the people spoke to him 

HE HEARKENED NOT. 

Do you wonder that they were angry? They saw th at he 
had noregard for their wishes or welfare; that they had no 
part in the kingdom, except to be like slaves to an angry, sel- 
fish king, and they called to each other: ‘ To your tents, O 
Israel!’ That was the signal for them to refuse to stay under 
such a king. They angrily shouted to him, ‘‘ Now see to thine 
own house.” Then they went away to their own homes in 
scattered towns and villages, and would not be his subjects. 
How many tribes were in all the people of Israel? One tribe 
named Judah was the only whole tribe left to Rehoboam. He 
seemed to think that the people might yet listen; and so he 
sent an old man to them to whom he believed they would listen. 
That only enraged them more, for the man had been the 
chief tax-gatherer for forty years. His white hairs and back 
bent with age did not keep them from stoning him until he 
died. Then the king was frightened ; he hurried his servants ; 
called for his chariot, and rode as fast as he could to his home 
in Jerusalem among the tribe of Judah who owned him as 
king 

Try to find out who was king over all the tribes of Israel, 
and learn all you can about him by next Sunday. After 
Rehoboam got safely home, he thought he might fight the 
rebel tribes and force them back ; so he called out an army of 
one hundred and eighty thousand chosen soldiers. Would 
that do any good when God had told Solomon he would divide 
the kingdom? God said to the people by one of his ministers, 
“Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the 
children of Israel. Return every man to his house.” 
great army did not march or fight, every man went home and | 
hung up his sharp arrows and put away his bright sword. 


his one son was to be king. 





Induce the children to form and express some opinion upon | 
the character of Rehoboam. 


What did he do that was wrong? 
| Did he obey the fifth commandment ? 
| Did he forget that his father had said [all repeat] ‘‘ Forsake | 
| not my law,’ ‘Thy friend and thy father’s frend forsake | 
not”? How did he answer the people? Did he know that | 
| his father said, [repeat] ‘‘ A soft answer turneth away wrath, | 
| but grievous words stir up anger"? Did he try the soft 
answer? What grievous words did he say? Did he listen to 
the kind, wise words of the old men, or to the complaints of 
the people? Did he ever think of the words his father had 





| you make any excuse for him ? 
| and foolish ? 





Whom did he forsake? | more flakes. 


written, [repeat] ‘‘ Hear mstruction, and be wise”? Can 
Do you think he was young 
Are you not old enough to see that he did 
He was not young; he was forty-one years old 
when he began to reign, and was king of Judah seventeen 


years. He had bad companions; but he ought to have re- 


wrong? 


| membered Solomon's words, [repeat] “ He that walketh with 


wise men shall be wise; but a companion of fools shall be 
destroyed.” 

There is one thing for which we can pity Rehoboam. His 
mother never talked to him about God; nor did she help him 
to pray, for she was a heathen woman, and worshiped an idol 
named Moloch. But that does not excuse him, for surely his 


| father taught him to “ fear God and keep his commandments.” 


A few words on the same page with Rehoboam’s story tell us 
what he did, and the reason why. Sometimes when travelers 
go over dangerous roads, they find sign-boards pointing out 
the rocky precipices that are to be avoided, and a great hand 
pointing to the narrow way which is the only safe path. So- 
are these words to us which tell us of Rehoboam. Put on the 
blackboard, within a sign, or with a pointing hand, if you 
like, He did Evil, because he prepared not his Heart to Seek the 
Lord. 

Reviewing from the points on the board, make a practical 
lesson of warning, showing the danger when a child begins in 
little ways to be self-willed, to disobey, speak unkindly, 
roughly, and be heedless of gentle words from older lips. 
Show that. the spring of all danger is, as it was with Reho- 
boam, in the heart. Recall former texts and lessons, with 
questions how to keep the heart, who will take it, abide in it, 
make and keep it pure. Do not wrong the sensitive, trusting 
ones by always teaching as if they were not already Christ's 
own accepted little children ; for and with such give thanks that 
as they daily ask his Spirit he will keep them safe and help them 
to influence the hearts of others. ‘“‘ Mamma knows best’’ was 
so often the answer of a little girl who lived years ago, that 
the echo of her sweet voice seems to linger yet in the house. 
When she knew she was dying, she said softly, and with a 
smile, ‘‘God knows best.”’ 

Can your heart and your life be so full of faith and love as 
to teach that sweet lesson to others? 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT 
Part 1. 


' exenesetnatene canmemnast - 





THE COUNSEL OF— 





YOUNG MEN— 
| YOKE HEAVIER. 


OLD MEN— 
YOKE LIGHTER. 


Part 2. 








KINGDOM DIVIDED 
975 B. c. 





JUDAH— 
2 TRIBES. 


ISRAEL— 
10 TRIBEs. 


| J 





Part 3. 








REHOBOAM’S CHOICE? | REHOBOAM'S LO6s ? 





Note: He made a foolish choice, 
And lost half his kingdom. 
We have a part to choose— 


We may lose the Heavenly Kingdom. 





BY CHARLES T. KISSAM. 





ISRAEL'S OUR | 
REBELLION AGAINST 

A WICKED A MERCIFUL 
KING 

REKOBOAM. JESUS. | 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


AGGRAVATING THE PEopLE—A common saying declares, 





The | ‘It is the last straw that breaks the camel's back.” The idea 


is that of a camel so heavily laden that when finally one more 
straw is added the back breaks. An overloaded bridge may 
A roof 
burdened with snow is crushed by the final addition of a few 
A man who has heroically resisted financial 
pressure, fails at last for a mere trifle. Rehoboam’s answer 
precipitated the long-pending rebellion. 


give way by the weight of a dog running upon it. 


Krxp Worps.—When the Duke of Wellington was sick unto 
death the last he took was a little tea. On his servant's hand- 
ing it to him in a saucer, and asking him if he would have it, 
the duke replied, “ Yes, if you please.” 
words. 


These were his last 


Yoururut CounsELiors.—The raw recruit is not the man 
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to advise an army commander. The ship's apprentice is no fit 
The child cannot solve the difficul- | 


counsellor for the pilot. 
ties which embarrass the parent. 


Division Dect aArep.—The formal act of declaring indepen- 
dence from our mother country, England, is familiar to all 
Americans. It was more deliberate and orderly, but of essen- 
tially the same nature as that described in verse 16. 

Tue New Kixc.—Emergencies call out men from lowly to | 
important positions. When in a fearful storm in mid-ocean, | 
the steamship Pennsylvania, of the Philadelphia and Liver- 
pool line, was disabled, her captain and several other officers 
being washed overboard, a steerage passenger named Brady 
was called to the command. 


He was known as a brave and 
experienced seaman, and he proved equal to the new position, | 
and the ship was brought to port. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


1 Kings 12: 12. Thethird day. In order to take the desire 
of the people into mature consideration, Rehoboam announces 
that he will give them an answer in three days, and lays the 
matter first before the older counsellors, who had served under 
Solomon, who advised him to yield at present to the will of the 
people, and give them good words, and they will serve him 
forever (v. 7). Not content with this advice, Rehoboam sub- 
mits the affair to the younger advisers, who had grown up with 
him, who decide for intimidating the people by severe r deter 
ening (v. 10).— Keil. 


The pause before a great catastrophe is always solemn. The 


sacred historian looks back upon the three days during which | 
Rehoboam hesitated, with a grief which no partiality to the 
house of David has been able tosuppress. The demands of the 
nation were just. The Prrenoriet age of the great Solomo- 
nian era recommended concession. The old counsellors gave 
just such advice as might have been. found in the book of 
Proverbs. Only the insolence of the younger courtiers ima- 
gined the possibility of coercing a great people, and hoped that 
the little finger of the new prince would be stronger Ai 

loins of his mighty father. 
Stanley. ; 


V. 14. Spake after the counsel of the young men. So did 
our King Richard II., to his utter ruin. So did Xerxes de- | 
spise the grave counsel of his uncle Artabanus, and was wholly 
led by young Mardonius to the loss of all. The like is reported | 
of Dionysius, King of Sicily; Croesus, King of Lydia; Nero, | 
Emperor of Rome; James, thet reigned in Scotland in Edward | 
[V.'s time, and Lautrer, of whom it is reported that he lost 
the Kingdom of Naples from the French king, his master, and 
all that he had in ftaly, because he would not ask nor follow | 
the advice of them that were wiser than himself.— Trapp. | 

Whips 
former, are sur 


van the 
It was a doomed eT 





The latter, as contrasted with the 
l to mean thongs thickly set with sharp 
iron points, used in the castigation of slaves.—Jamieson. 
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The sting of a scorpion occasioned an excruciating pain, al- | 
though death did not ensue. This is attested by John in the 
book of Revelation: “And to them it was given that they | 
should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five | 
months; and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, | 
when he striketh a man.” And so intolerable is the agony 
that 1t is added, “In those days shall men seek death, and 
shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee 
from them.” If the Jews used a whip which they called a 


scorpion, it must have been because it occasioned a similar 
torment.— Parton. 


V. 15. Thecause was from the Lord.—Rather, the turn, or, 
bringing about; i. .e, the event was from Jehovah.—- Hors- 
€y. . 


God stirred up the people to revolt from aman who had 
neither skill nor humanity to govern them.—A. Clarke. 


V. 16. What portion have we in David !—In these words, 
with which the Benjamite Sheba had proclaimed sedition and 
rebellion against David in the land (2 Sam. 20: 1), is expressed 
the deep-rooted aversion to the royal house of David so strong- 
ly, that it is manifest the revolt had a deeper cause than the 
pretended oppression of Solomon, since it had its proper 
ground only in the old jealousy of Judah, suppressed indeed | 
under Solomon, but still, not utterly extinguished, which re- | 
sulted again from the untheocratic disposition of these tribes, | 
from their disloyalty to Jehovah—Keul. 


These words . . . breathe unmistakably the spirit of tribal 
jealousy and dislike.—Speaker’s Comm. ~ 

They are willing to be ruled, but not to be ridden.— 
Henry. 

' V.17. The children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah. 
Not the men of Judah only, but the Simeonites that were 
mingled among them, the Benjamites that were joined unto 
them, the Levites, and other convene that set their hearts to 
seek the Lord in his holy temple (2 Chron. 11 : 16).— Trapp. 

V. 18. Rehoboam sent Adoram. The oldest, as he must have 
been, of that elder generation which had counseled moderation, 
but the most obnoxious from the office which he held, Adoram, | 
the tax-collector, was sent by the king to quell the insurrec- 
tion. They regarded him as a common enemy, and he fell 
under the savage form of execution which was usual for trea- 
son and blasphemy. He was stoned to death, and the king | 
fled from Shechem, never to return.—Stanley. 





i 

V. 19. So Israel rebelled —The independence of the ea | 
tribes had been achieved by their representatives in Shechem. | 
who now returned to their different tribe-territories {end of v. | 


16) and announced to “all Israel” what had happened.— Bahr. | 

V. 20. Made him king—Jeroboam, who had distinguished 
himself as a popular leader in Solomon’s time, had been al- | 
ready designated, by the prophet Ahijah, as ruler over the | 
ten tribes whose defection c predicted. [1 Kings 11: 29-31.] | 
his fact, added to the enormous influence which his private | 
wealth and his connection with Shishak, king of Egypt, gave 
him, made him one of the most prominent men of the time; | 
and when he appeared at Shechem as the champion of the | 
people, and defender of their liberties, the jovdia tribes | 
uganimously chose him for their king —Palmer. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 


| be thankfully received.] 


sonaninemeie 
NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 


Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 | 


p. m., at Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal-class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all at Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
3p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal-class at the different churches, 
second Monday evening of each month. 


on the 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel; Conductor for December, Rev. Jesse Lyman 
Hurlbut. Primary-class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 2,45 
p.m.,in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal-class every Friday at 
7.45p.M., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church; 
Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 


Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4 p. m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal-class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m.,in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5. p. M., at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training-class for Christian Workers évery Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
C. P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 
in the First Presbyterian Church, corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lucas Place, at 8 p. mM. Teachers’ Association (Union) meets for 
Institute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim 
Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill, Union Normal-class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, at the First Baptist Church. 


| Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 


Saturday at noon. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal-class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





THE NEW HAMPSHIRE CONVENTION. 


New Hampshire is a bleak, rugged state, and December 
isnot a summer month. But notwithstanding these facts, 
the Sunday School Convention of the Granite State has for 
several years held its annual meeting in December. This 
year December began with piercing cold. At Laconia, N. H.., 
the thermometer fell below zero on the opening days of 
the month, and yet there, on Monday, December 4, the Sun- 
day-school people gathered in large numbers for a three 
days’ meeting. True, they confessed it was rather cool, and 
a motion did prevail quite heartily changing the time for 
future meetings to November. 

Incendiaries had gone just before the Convention, and 
the Free Will Baptist Church had been burned to the 
ground, and the Unitarian Church had been seriously dam- 
aged. The Convention was for these reasons assembled in 
the public hall, which was not over-clean, though cool, and 
accessible by but one narrow and steep stairway. A stage 
with scenery, etc., served asa platform on which presiding 
elders, D.D.’s, and other church dignitaries, played their 
respective parts. 

The meeting, however, was a cheering success. 
cluded persons from fifty townships, representing seven 


denominations, sixty-eight churches, and seventy-one Sun- 


day-schools. Many pastors and superintendents were of 
this number, so that to an unusual degree this Convention 
is judged to have touched the leaders in work. The State 
Secretary, Mr. John G. Lane, of Manchester, is an efficient 
officer. He has pressed this work vigorously, and the whole 
state seems to be moving under the impulse, though much 
of it still remains without organization. The secretary's 
report included particulars from 169 schools. In these 
there are 17,124 scholars, of whom 1,716 are pledged to 
total abstinence, and during the past year 721] of them have 
professed conversion to Christ. 


It in- 


Home talent was called into prominence at this Conven- 
tion. It was abundant and of excellent quality. All the 
| appointees appeared at the proper time, except President 
| Smith, of Dartmouth College, who was detained at home by 
| illness. But while men on the field were used quite freely, 
| these workers brought in others to assist. For conductor 
| and general helper they secured the Rev. George A. Peltz. 
| For musical leader, Professor Sherwin was obtained, and 
| he proved himself valuable not only in this department, 
| but in Bible readings, and in practical Sunday-schos! mat- 
ters also. As a specialist in the primary work, Mrs. 8. W. 
Clark, of Newark, N. J., was in attendance, and once in the 
great meeting, and twice in a smaller hall, she illustrated 
the methods appropriate to work with the little ones. 
With so many helpers on hand, there was no idle time 
Every moment brought its topic and its worker, and inter 
ested audiences kept the hall full. 

The Convention bestowed great attention upon the mat- 
ter of training the teachers. The executive committee 
proposes a vigorous push for a training class in every school. 
Several such classes are now in operation in the state, and 
reports from them gave a strong impulse toward similar 
efforts where they have never been made. 

Better work with the Bible, was also heartily accepted 
as an end to be sought. Several iraining lessons upon the 
structure and use of the book were given. The other great 
idea of the Convention was that of securing home co-opera- 
tion. With better teachers, who understand the Bible, 
and who have help from parents, it was felt that the re 
sults would be broader and deeper than ever before. For 
these results the new executive committee goes forth. 

Mr. Lane is continued as secretary and treasurer, and 
the Rev. Dr. L. D. Barrows, of Plymouth, is the new Presi- 
dent. The precise time and place for the next annual 
meeting will be determined by the new executive commit- 
tee. The proceedings of this Convention will be published 
in pamphlet form, with abstracts of addresses and discus- 
sions, several of the papers presented being given in full. 
Persons may secure these by addressing the Secretary, en- 
closing ten cents for cost and postage. 

The completeness of arrangements for this meeting re- 
fiected high credit upon the general and the local committees. 
Everything moved with clock-like smoothness, and every- 
body seemed happy. Above all else, there was a clear de- 
votional tone throughout the meeting. That New Hamp- 
shire will be the better for this Convention cannot be 
doubted. 





KANSAS STATE CONVENTION. 


Wyandotte City was the gathering-place of the Kansas 
State Sunday-school Convention. The assembly met on 
Tuesday evening, December 5, and continued in session 
through the two days following. E. Payson Porter, 
Statistical Secretary for the International Executive Com- 
mittee, was in attendance, and rendered efficient aid at many 
points. Father Paxson was also present with his abundant 
experience, and his genial spirit, and so was Mrs. Partridge, 
of St. Louis, who gave valuable aid in the work for the 
youngest pupils. The laborers of the state attended in en- 
couraging numbers, and worked wisely and well. 

J. B. Hardwicke, D.D., of Leavenworth, was chosen presi- 
dent for the next year, and H. Clarkson, of Topeka, secre- 
tary. Inthe report of Mr. Clarkson he estimated the 
Sunday-school membership of the state at 100,000, or 
about one-sixth of the entire population. The Secretary 
says: ‘Tradition has it that eleven years ago the Kansas 
State Sunday-school Association was organized, when and 
by whom I have been unable to learn, nor have I been able 
to learn anything as to the size and character of the first 
five meetings.” Of conventions since 1871, however, he 
gives some interesting historic facts. ‘“ More schools,”— 
“ Better schools,’ —‘‘ Better teaching,” are phrases suggested 
by the Secretary as mottoes for their next year. 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ SOCIABLE. 


A “ Superintendents’ Sociable” was held in Grace Mission 
Chapel, New York City, Monday evening, December 11, 
Ralph Wells presiding. About one hundred superintend- 
ents of New York and vicinity were present, and the 
evening was most profitably spent. The topic for consid- 
eration was, “ How can I, as superintendent, best help my 
teachers?” It was opened by Mr. Wells, in a five minutes’ 
talk, and continued with brief, pointed talks from twenty 
or thirty different speakers 

The following are some of the principal thoughts brought 
out during the evening: As superintendent I can help my 
teachers, by (1) Being a holy, consecrated man myself; (2) 
Walking closely with the Saviour; (3) Being full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghost; (4) Having hearty sympathy 
with the teachers; (5) Always confiding in them ; (6) En- 
couraging them; (7) Helping the slow ones; (8) Looking 
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after délinquents; (9) Seeking their counsel and advice; | 


(10) Visiting them and their scholars in their homes; (11) | ‘ 


Thoroughly preparing the lesson for teachers’ meeting; (12) | 
Elevating, magnifying, and dignifying the office of teacher ; | 
(13) Praying for them and getting them to pray daily for each | 
other; (14) Asking teachers about each individual scholar; | 
(15) Having a teachers’ prayer-meeting ; (16) Not allowing | 
the classes to be disturbed during the study of the lesson; | 
(17) Encouraging the teachers to commit the lesson to mem- | 
ory ; (18) Holding teachers’ -meetings ; (19) Not talking about 
the lesson at the opening, nor too long at the close of school ; | 
(20) Having personal sympathy with each teacher; (21) 
Having perseverance, promptness and punctuality ; (22 
Urging teachers to avail themselves of the many and val- | 
uable helps in the rooms of the New York Sunday School 
Association, 304 Fourth Avenue; (23) Using tact in se- 
lecting and locating teachers in classes. 

At nine o'clock refreshments were served with a bounti- | 
ful hand, after which an hour was profitably spent in social 
intercourse 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Wesleyan Methodist Church of Australasia has 1,292 
Sunday-schools, with 39,775 scholars, and 3,261 teachers. 
—New English Sunday-schools in Nagpore and Kamp- 


tee are reported in the Indian Sunday School Journal for 
November. 


—In the Temple Street Methodist Church, of Boston, 
there is an adult Bible-class of three hundred members, 
says The Golden Rule. 

—In connecffon with the Sunday-schools of the Metho- 
dist Church of Canada, there are 109,916 scholars; an in- 
crease, within a year, of 2,602. 

—For 1876, the Methodist Episcope! Sunday-school 
8 atistics show 19,346 schools ; 204,964 officers and teachers : 
and 1,426,946 scholars. This is a gain within a year of 59 
schools and of 20,778 scholars; but a decrease of 2,218 offi- 
cers and teachers. 


At Orange, N. J., normal-class work is linked with a 
union teachers’-meeting as described in the subjoined letter : 
‘We have adopted the plan of having our weekly meetings 
conducted two weeks by a clergyman, then two weeks by a 
layman, taking the different churches in rotation, thus pre- 
senting the expository treatment of the lesson in contrast 
with the more practical forms of teaching, and presenting 
the methods of so many of our best workers, that we are 
doing almost unconsciously a good normal-class work.” 


—A missionary of the American Sunday School Union, 
laboring among his Scandinavian countrymen in Minnesota, 
writes that he has been urging Sunday-schools to more 
thorough work ; so as to be places of Bible study, and not 
mere singing-schools, as many on the frontier like to make 
them. Jt has been hard work, but the Lord has blessed it. 
Teachers are realizing that as knowledge is required in sec- 
ular schools, so the Bible-teacher must be well prepared to | 
meet his class. To this end teachers’-meetings are held in 
many places. He adds that he has been successful in his 
efforts against the too common custom of closing Sunday- 
schools in the winter. He says the same children keep 
on in day-schools ; why not in Sunday-schools ? 
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—Gospel meetings in the State of Maine, led by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association workers, are proving 
very successful. 





—Weekly social meetings at private houses are now held 
by the Association in Philadelphia. The aim is to bring 
young men who have no homes into the home-life of the 
city. The meetings have been largely attended, and appear 
to meet their purpose. 


—The Monthly Bulletin of the Association at Harrisburg, 
Penn., gives the summary of its November work, showing 
the attendance at the reading-rooms to have been 1950. 
Twenty sermons to young men were preached, and sixty-five 
religious meetings were held, at which the total attendance 
was 2725. The Bulletin also gives the outlook for the | 
coming winter work, for which broad plans are laid, and | 
from which large results are expected. | 





—Under the direction of the New York State Executive | 
Committee a cheering work is reported for the month of | 
November. The labors of the Rev. George A. Hall have 
been largely blessed. He has spent one week at Hudson, 
and another at Schenectady, where one special service was 
held with the students of Union College. Troy, Saratoga, 
and Glens Falls were also visited. New associations have | 
been organized at Medina, Ellenville, Arcadia, and Min- 
den. 


—At the Sixth National Conference of the associations | 


| 


in Scotland, recently held in Glasgow, 63 associations were | 


reported, with a total membership of 11,789. Besides these, 
26 others in Scotland are known to be in existence, and of 
the continuance of 14 more there is some doubt. 40 of 
these associations report in the aggregate 200 Sunday 


| Bible-classes or fellowship meetings. The Aberdeen Asso- 


ciation reports 12 Bible-classes, with an average attendance 
in all of 250. 
TEMPERANCE. 


—In the National Temperance Advocate for December are 
items of intelligence showing the progress of the total ab- 


| stinence cause in India, Madagascar, New Zealand, and 
| Jamaica, as well as in all parts of the United States. 


—One item of work reported for November, by the Mas- 


| sachusetts Total Abstinence Society, was the addressing of 
| forty-two public schools and fourteen Sunday-schools, in 


favor of teetotalism. 1179 of the 1685 pupils addressed in 
the public schools, took the total-abstinence pledge. 


—The Mayor of Boston has appointed the Rev. A. A. 
Miner, Dr. John E. Tyler, and Dr. George C. Shattuck as 
members of a commission to consider and report on the 
treatment of drunkenness in the city institution, and to 
ascertain if it is possible to improve the condition and 
habits of the victims of intemperance who are inmates 
thereof. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Indianapolis papers give very encouraging accounts of 
the work in that city under the leadership of Dr. Munhall. 


—Work at Fort Wayne, Ind., under Messrs. Needham 
and Stebbins began on Sunday, December 3, and is pro- 
gressing hopefully. 


—‘‘ A meeting of days ” is reported as in progress in Wal- 
doboro’, Me. About one hundred converts as the fruits of 
this effort were reported in a communication to the Fulton 
Street Prayer-meeting, a few days ago. 


PERSONAL. 


—Miss Sarah Smiley has been leading a series of gospel 
meetings at the Methodist Church in Rutland, Vt. 


—Professor W. F. Sherwin, of Newark, N. J., is actively 
at work leading Sunday-school institutes, giving Bible 
readings, and conducting services of song. 


—The Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph, Sunday-school Secre- 
tary of the Baptist Publication Society, has received a call 
to the First Baptist Church of Indianapolis, Ind. 


—Edward Bristol, of Brockport, N. Y., whose work 
among the Sunday-schools of his state, last summer, was 
abundant and useful, is to pass the winter in evangelistic 
labors. 


—M. G. McMahon. of Kansas City, Mo., who has long 
been active in a volunteer missionary work in the West, re- 
ports encouragement in his labors. He is to be in service 
in Kansas and North Missouri during the winter. 


—Says the North-western Christian Advocate: 

We hear good reports of the efficient services of the Rev. J. B. 
Atchinson, the Detroit Conference Sunday-school agent. By long 
study and much experience he has become an adept as_ teacher, as 
amusician, & superintendent, and an entertaining Sunday-school 
organizer and lecturer. 


—The Rev. Dr. P. 8. Henson not only edits The Baptist 
Teacher, the Sunday-school paper of his denomination, but 
is the loved and efficient pastor of one of the largest Baptist 
churches in Philadelphia. His church has just voted, un- 
asked, $1,000 to his salary for the coming year. The man 
who does one thing well is commonly the man to do another 
thing well. 


—lIt is well said by the Presbyterian Banner, that 

The Rev. Dr. Vincent, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is 
probably the best-known Sabbath-school worker in the United 
States, and whatever he says is always listened to with respect, as 
it ought to be. He has no crotchets, is the advocate of no extreme 
methods, denounces all failure of co-operation between the Sabbath- 
school and the church, makes the former subordinate to the latter 
in order to secure the highest efficiency of both, elevates home 
training, and is most thoroughly evangelical. 


—The Rev. W. Hay Aitken, the Church of England 
evangelist, of whom a sketch, by J. B. T. Marsh, was re- 
cently given in The Sunday School Times, has been con- 
ducting a ten days’ “ mission,” or series of revival meetings, 


in Manchester Cathedral, England. According to The 


| Christian World, “ crowded congregations have been drawn 


nightly to the Cathedral, and a noonday meeting has been 


| held at St. Ann’s Church near the Exchange. On Sunday, 
| standing room could not be had in the Cathedral, and all 


classes of society are said to have been represented in the 
gatherings.” 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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Flower and Thorn: Later Poems. By Thomas Bailey 
Aldrich. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—The observer of 
Mr. Aldrich’s literary career has seen the pleasant spectacle 
of a writer going to New York in extreme youth, fighting the 
hard fight of a Bohemian journalist, and winning at length no 
shadowy or ephemeral laurels. Mr. Aldrich’s first book ap- 
peared before he was twenty ; and soon his “Ballad of Babie 
Bell” and other successful poems gave him a cosey corner in 
the country papers and the scrap-books. But he early showed 
a disposition to avoid the usual faults of young and flattered 
authors, and as years wore on he became his own severest 
critic. In the edition of his poems published in 1863 he 
threw out several pieces which had pleased him in earlier 
issues ; in 1865 the selection of 1863 was once more pruned ; 
and in 1875 he changed the title of the collection and re-wrote 
and erased once more, although leaving the body of the vol- 
ume unchanged. The present book consists of the poems Mr. 
Aldrich has printed in the magazines during the past eleven 
years, with the addition of a very few new ones. The same 
fastidious revision is again apparent; and we may say that it 
has, in some instances, gone rather too far. If a poem is 
worth remembering at all, the reader feels a certain proprietary 
interest in his favorite lines, and resents any change unless 
very evidently for the better. ‘The Flight of the Goddess,” 
for instance, is one of Mr. Aldrich’s best pieces ; and yet he has 
tinkered the first and last stanzas in a way that at least brings 
no improvement with it. The poem of “ Destiny,” too, than 
which he has written nothing better, has been subjected to a 
rather trivial alteration. But Mr. Aldrich writes very slowly, 
and when a poem is out of his hands he is still unwilling to 
throw away the file. And in these days of hasty writing, this 
is vastly preferable to that careless poetical nabit which re- 
gardsit utterances as asort of infallible Vatican pronouncement. 
There is not one new book of poems in a hundred which con- 
tains so much real poetry as this slender-sized fruit of a de- 
cade's industry. ‘Spring in New England” is not very re- 
markable; but ‘‘ Miantowona,” the second of the three longer 
poems, is a beautiful Indian legend, told in novel but melo- 
dious verse. The sonnets and quatrains which make up a 
large part of-the remaining pages are packed full of sound 
thought or graceful conceit, and of the poems midway in 
length many are a permanent part of American literature. 
We are willing to grant that Mr. Aldrich (who, at forty, 1s 
beginning to talk like a man on the down-hill of life) has 
reached the limit of his somewhat circumscribed abilities; but 
it is better to be the architect of a dainty cottage than of a 
sprawling palace; and no American singer has sung more 
sweetly or unerringly than Thomas Bailey Aldrich. (For sale 
by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Confessions of An English Opium-Eater, and Kindred Pa- 
pers. By Thomas De Quincey. New York: Hurd & Hough- 
ton.—1t may well be thought a waste of time to do more than 
announce a new edition of thisrenowned book. Every one 
knows it, or ought to know it, as one of the most remarkable 
of literary works. And yet, as generations change, and books 
multiply, there are thousands who need to have their attention 
called even to the great books of the past times. The Confes- 
sions were first published in the London Magazine in 1821, 
and were issued in book form the next year. Since that time 
they have held rank among the most brilliant productions of 
intellectual labor. Perhaps in no other book is there such re- 
markable power exemplified in giving dignity to the most 
commonplace events of life. And this, among all-the pecul- 
iar characteristics of the book, has always been most notable. 
The philosophy of the Opium-Eater is so far true, that the 
smallest incidents of life have the highest importance in shap- 
ing character, and are therefore worthy the most dignified and 
careful study and description. But the new reader of the 
volume must not be led by this remark to imagine that it 
deals only with small things. It is a wonderful study of life 
in its varied aspects, of emotions great and little. Its relations 
are clear, sharp, and distinct, its pictures vivid and life-like, 
so that even the wildest imaginations which flit through the 
brain are caught and photographed. Whoever would read 
Mr. De Quincey’s works must as a matter of course begin with 
the ‘Confessions of an Opium-Eater,” ‘and the ‘ Suspiria,” 
which are its sequel. He was born in 1786, and was therefore 
but thirty-five years old when he published the Confessions. 
Since that time he has produced a very large amount of liter- 
ary work, always sustaining his position in the foremost rank 
of English authors. It is however, to America and American 
publishers that Mr. De Quincey owes, and gratefully acknowl- 
edged, the collection of his fugitive magazine articles and his 
various books, into a series which may properly be entitled 
The Works of Thomas De Quincey. He says, that ‘ but for 
Boston, hardly the sixth part of his literary undertakings 
would ever have reached posterity.” This new edition is 
timely, for the posterity are here, and want it, even the pos- 
terity of that posterity whom, in his preface to a former edi- 
tion, Mr. De Quincey humorously said most of his works had 
already reached. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 
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Two pleasant little books from Reberts Brothers, Boston, are | if he molded the thought of his time, was also influenced by 


Jan of the Windmill, by Juliana Horatia Ewing, and We Boys, 
“written by one of us for the amusement of Pa’s and Ma’s in 
general, Aunt Lovisa in particular.” Mrs. Ewing tells a story 
well, as the readers of her ‘Six To Sixteen” 
Jan is a young waif who proves superior to his circumstances 
and becomes an artist. His struggles and fortunes are inter- 
woven with the tact of a skillful writer. 


will remember. 


The doings and 


pranks of ‘“‘ We Boys" though told in a sprightly manner, re- | 


minding us of Mrs. Diaz's style, might suggest similar good- 
natured mischief to the young folk—May Stanhope and 
her Friends, (American Tract Society,) by Margaret E. Sang 
ster, is a sensible book with a practical purpose, like all of 
Mrs. Sangster’s writings. 


pleted, and may make themselves noble women in every re- 
spect. There cannot be too many such books for the young. 
—A Happy Summer, (the same,) by 8. Annie Frost, is a happy 
record of the summer's journey of a little boy and girl. The 
book, moreover, is tastefully bound and illustrated by a gen- 
erous number of full-page silhouette pictures.—Fritz’s Vic- 


tory, Truant Kitten, and The Tiny Night-Cap, (Robert Carter | 


& Brothers.) are three 18mo volumes of A. L. O. E.’s stories, 
which always deserve, and are sure of interested readers.— 
Prominent among the holiday gift-books for children which 
are noticeable for dainty bindings, vignette covers, good illus- 
trations, and attractive bits of story and verse, are Through Pic- 
ture Land, by C. L. Matéaux, Little Folks’ Picture Album, aud 
Hymns and Poems for Little Folks, published by Cassell, Petter, 
& Galpin, New York. The first and second of these will be 
Christmas treats for any child who has not yet got away from 
the dominion of the nursery. The rhymes and jingles are 
well chosen, while the morsels of prose that explain the pic- 
tures are simple and amusing. The third book is achoice col- 
lection, plentifully supplied with full-page pictures of winter 
scenes and the land of childhood. 





The Geographical Distribution of Animals. By Alfred Rus- 
sel Wallace. New York: Harper & Brothers.—This is the 
most important scientific work published during the year. 
These volumes, and the return of the Challenger expedition, 
were noted by the presiding officer of the biological section of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science as the 
most noteworthy events of 1876, as far as science is concerned. 
They are the result of five years of special labor devoted to 
the subject of the geographical range of animals. So far as 
science can shed light upon the matter of the origin of species, 
it must be through study of the succession of species and gen- 
era in detached portions of the earth. Impassable oceans and 
ranges of mountains limit migration, and if there be any truth 
in evolution, special types of structure would be characteristic 
of isolated regions, whether islands or continents. This Mr. 
Wallace believes he has proved to be the case, and he 
has brought to the investigation of the subject a 
wealth of learning such as must win the admiration of those 
who differ most widely from him. The tone of these volumes 
is moderate, and the author's well-known reverence for re- 
ligious things and his belief in the production of life under di- 
vine Providence, and in the special creation of man’s mental 
nature, will assure our readers that they will find nothing in 
them to shock their cherished faiths. (For sale by J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.) 


Long Look House. A-Book for Boys and Girls. By Edward 
Abbott. Boston: Noyes, Snow, & Co—Mr. Abbott does not 
wish it understood that he expects to repeat, in the new series 
of books for boys and girls, of which this is the first, the re- 
markable success of his father in the famous “ Rollo Books,” 
although his aim is in the direction of these hooks. Yet he is 
by no means unlikely to do this desirable thing, whether he 
expects to or not. We are confident that the new books will 
be popular with the little folks, and we are sure that wise pa- 
rents and teachers will approve them. They have this advan- 
tage over the average sensational pious story, that they give 
information on almost every page—such information as chil- 
dren love to acquire—and they give it in a way to be attrac- 
tive to those who get it. This book starts the series. It has 
enough in it about the details of house-building to make a five- 
year-old boy decide in turn to be an architect, a stone-mason, 
a slater, a plasterer, a plumber, and to learn half a dozen more 
trades before he is through with the book. The admirable sil- 
houette illustrations are by Helen Maria Hinds, who has al- 
ready won a good reputation in that line. This is the first 
book of a new publishing firm, although Mr. Noyes is familiar 


to the reading public as of the firms of Nichols & Noyes and | 


Noyes, Holmes, & Co. 


The Infe of John Locke. By H. R. Fox-Bourne. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—Locke has waited long for an 
adequate biography, the only existing life of the philosopher 
having been published so long ago as 1829. 
career, however, is at length worthily told. Mr. Fox-Bourne’s 
work belongs to the elaborate school, and it exhausts the sub- 
ject. The record of the walks and ways of Locke is an inter- 
esting one; but these two portly volumes are chiefly valuable 
as a contribution to the history of modern philosophy. Locke, 


It shows, in an entertaining way, | 
how girls may carry on theirstudies afterschool-days are com- | 


The story of his | 


| it; and Mr. Fox-Bourne presents the most abundant materials 
for the study of the events in the world of thought which had 
a bearing upon the subject of the biography, as well as the 
results which followed the publication of Locke’s treatises. The 
work is brought out in brown cloth, gilt tops, and uncut edges, 
and is printed in large type; being uniform in style with 
Eugene Lawrence's “ Historical Studies’ and John Forster's ‘Life 
of Swift,” issued by the same house. The Harpers, in adopting 


| this style of substantial elegance for their weightier publica- 
tions, have put librarians and book-lovers in their debt. (For 
sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


} 


From the Lakes of Killarney to the Golden Horn. By Henry 
M. Field, D.D. New York; Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—This 
volume is made up of letters contributed by Dr. Field to The 
New York Evangelist during his prolonged tour around the 
world, last year and this. These letters have been read with 
a great deal of interest, and have deserved all the attention 
that they have won. 


Dr. Field seems to have determined to 
avoid two things—producing a mere frivolous note-book, or 
writing a grave disquisition on the state of foreign politics and 
society. He has, in fact, combined most agreeably the vivacity 
of the practised tourist with the sagacity of the cultured ob 
server. Perfectly familiar with the general ground gone over, 
Dr. Field has produced an entertaining and instructive record 
of travel and observation. The closing chapters, devoted to the 
Turkish question, are no more readable than the rest, but they 
have aspecial value just now, in view of the possible complica- 
tions growing out of the Eastern question. A second volume 
will include the remainder of the letters, describing Dr. Field’s 
eastward tour through Asia and the United States. (J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) 


Silhouettes and Songs Illustrative of the Months. Designs by 
Helen Maria Hinds. Edited by Edward Everett Hale. Bos- 
ton: Lockwood, Brooks & Co.—Young Miss Hinds, who has a 
genius in the line of graceful and expressive silhouettes, has in 
this volume given an appropriate illustration for each month 
of the year; or, as Mr. Hale puts it, we have “here in plain 
black and white the twelve months of the year,—as a little 
girl has seen pictures in them.”” The “ coasting’ scene, for 
January: the children in a gale, for March; picking flowers, 
for May; the kitchen fireside, for November, and making 
ready for Christmas, for December, are especially pleasing. 
Little folks and larger ones will enjoy filling in the dark out- 
lines from the imagination. And the accompanying poems, 
written, in most instances, by those who had seen the pictures, 
are a choice collection. John G. Whittier, James Russell Low 
ell, Oliver Wendell Holmes, James Freeman Clarke, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Lucy Larcom and Celia Thaxter, are among 
the writers. The book is one of the more attractive gift-books 
of the season. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 

“=k, 


The Gold of Chickaree. By Susan and Anna Warner. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—The Warner sisters had reason 
to tremble for their laurels when they won their first remark- 
able successes. Fame so readily gained is apt to be temporary, 
and literature is strewn with the sad supplements of single 
successes. But the authors of ‘‘ The Wide, Wide World” have 
never lost their hold on the public mind, and, while they have 
not repeated the great popularity of that and some of their 
earlier works, their later novels have shown no decline in literary 
merit. The present story is a sequel to “Wych Hazel,” and some 
of the characters introduced are not strangers. The worst fault 
with the book is that: which is to be found in its predecessors— 
an occasional dullness. 





It is all very serene, and profitable to 
| read, but once in a while the most amiable reader sighs for 
some of the dash of Winthrop’s “John Brent,” or the sparkle 
of Miss Alcott’s “ Little Women.” (For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 





First Steps in General History. By Arthur Gilman, M. A. 
New York: A. 8. Barnes & Co.—Mr. Gilman has transferred 
the copyright of his two text-books and one juvenile from 
Hurd & Houghton to A. S. Barnes & Co.; hence this new edi- 
| tion of the largest of the three. The volume is even more 
compact than Swinton’s “ Outlines of the World's History,” 
and yet it covers pretty much the same ground. Mr. Gilman 
selects and omits, rather than condenses, so his pages have a 
leisurely air which permits even the insertion of an occasional 
poetical extract. 





Some such general course as this, however 
rudimentary, is better than a whole term’s or year's studyeof 


elementary schools for which it is designed. We have noted no 
serious defect in the volume, a fact largely due to the vigi- 
lance with which Mr. Gilman watches for suggestions and the 


promptness with which he incorporates into his pages all pos- 
sessing value. 


Rose in Bloom. By Louisa M. Alcott. Boston: Roberts 
| Brothers.—Those who have read one of Miss Alcott’s stories 
| will be sure to read another. In her Preface, she assures us 
| there is no moral to this story, but that will hardly be an ob- 
| jection to little folks. Rose is not a model girl. The story is 
| a sequel to “ Eight Cousins,” and is written simply in fulfill- 


any hundred years in Greek or Roman history—at least in the 





ment of a promise, though not without a hope of affording 
amusement, and of giving here and there a hint which may 
perhaps help other roses that are just getting ready to bloom. 


The Early Plantagenets. By William Stubbs, M.A. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—The excellent little volume, 
in the series of Ancient and Modern History—edited, as they 
are, by scholars who have made a special study of the fields 
they have respectively chosen—ought to do good work in 
revolutionizing the old superficial methods of historical read- 
ing. To undertake but little at a time, and do that little well. 
is their method. The present volume is equal to any of its 
predecessors. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Little People of God, And What the Poets have said of 
Them. Edited by Mrs. George L. Austin. Illustrated. Bos- 
ton: Lee & Shepard—This volume has a very prominent 
attraction in a new poem, “ The Child and The Poets,” which 
Whittier has contributed to it. There is also a charm about 
the pretty covers and tinted leaves, while the selection of the 
songs and poems of infancy and childhood is especially choice. 
Many little fancies that have touched a tender chord will be 
found in this collection. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Corinne; or, Italy. By Madame de Staél, Philadelphia: 
T. B. Peterson & Brothers.—This undying classic is brought 
out by the Petersons in cheap pamphlet form, but on stout 
paper and in clear type. We hope it will introduce one of the 
most remarkable works of French prose to new thousands. The 
only purchasers we warn against it are those young ladies who 
are industriously translating the original into their mother 
tongue. 


There is no keeping track of the Eastern question without a 
map of Turkey in hand. So here comes Schedler’s Map of 
Turkey and Greece, from E. Steiger, publisher, 22 Frankfort 
Street, New York. Its size is 19x24 inches. On paper, folded 
and in cover, its price is twenty-five cents. It is in conven- 
ient form, and is compiled from the latest authorities. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.) 


Tue Empuatic Draciort; or, The New Testament in Greek and Eng- 
lish. Containing the Original Greek Text of the New Testament, 
with an Interlineary Word-for-Word English Translation. By Ben- 
jamin Wilson. 16mo. Cloth, $4.00. New York: 8. R. Wells & Co. 

Morners AND Davonters. Practical Studies for the Conservation of 

the Health of Girls. By Tullio Suzzara Verdi, A.M., M.D. 12mo, 

. 287. Cloth, $1.50. New York: J. B. Ford & Co. (For sale by 
Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Curistmas Carors. With music. Sq. 16mo,pp.73. Leaflets tied in 
boards. Published under the direction of the “ Union For 
Home Work,” of Hartford, Conn., by Anson D. F. Randolph & 
Co., New York. 


Tue Cutty Jesus. A service of sacred song illustrating the birth and 
early years of our Lord. Arranged by the Rev. Charles L. Hut- 
chins. 12mo, pp. 22. Paper, 25 cents. Medford, Mass.: The 
Author. 

FLepa AND THE Voice. With Other Stories. By Mary A. Lathbury. 
“Aunt May.”) Illustrated by the author. Small quarto, pp. 6, 

‘loth. New York: Nelson & Phillips. (For sale by Perkenpine, 
Higgins & Co.) 

Situoverres anp Sonas. Illustrative of the Months. 

nent authors. Edited by Edward Everett Hale. 

$3.00. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. 

Coates.) 


Poems by emi- 
Folio. Cloth, 
(For sale by Porter & 


In THE Days or My Youts. Sermons at Marlborough College. By F. 
W. Farrar, D. D., F. R. 8. 12mo, pp. 398. Cloth, $2.00. New York: 
E. P .Dutton & Co. (For sale by R. Macaulay, 1316 Chestnut Street.) 


Tue Barton Experiment. By the Author of “ Helen’s Babies.” Sq. 
16mo, pp. 202. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 


Curist IN THE Lire: Sermons. With a selection of Poems. By Edmund 
H. Sears. 12mo, pp. 278. Cloth, $1.75. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks 
& Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Mister Horn anv His Frenne ; or, Givers and Giving. By Mark Grey 
Pearse. Illustrated. 12mo, pp. 180. Cloth. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips. (For sale by Perkenpine, Higgins & Co.) 


Aprtes oF Gotp. An Illustrated Weekly for the Youngest Readers. 
Vol. V. Sq. 12mo, pp. 208. Cloth, $1.00. Boston: Lockwood, 
Brooks & Co. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 


Lanor’s Commentary. Edited by Philip Schaff. Vol. XIM. Ezekiel and 
Daniel. 8vo. Cloth, $5.00. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & 
Co. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Scnotar’s Hanp-Book on THR INTERNATIONAL Lessons. 
the Rev. Edwin W. Rice. 36mo, pp. 95. Paper. 
American Sunday School Union. 


Part VII. By 
Philadelphia: 


Tue Lesson Compenp For 1877. By the Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut. 
16mo, pp. 139. Cloth. New York: Nelson & Phillips. (For sale 
by Perkenpine, Higgins & Co.) 


Tur Mertnopist ALMANAC FoR 1877. Edited by W.H. De Puy, D. D. 
16mo, pp. 60. Paper. New York: Nelson & Phillips. (For sale by 
Perkenpine, Higgins & Co.) 


Racne, Weeprna ror Her Cuitpren. By the Rev. N. 
yp. 156. Cloth. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 
<enpine, Higgins, & Co.) 


Vansant. 16mo, 
(For sale by Per- 


Lone Aco: A Year or Cuitp-Lire. By Ellis Gray. Illustrated. 16mo, 
pp. 240. Cloth, $1.50. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. (For 
sale by Porter & Coates.) 

In THE Sky-Garpen. By Lizzie W. Champney. Illustrated. Sq. 12mo, 

3oston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. (For sale 





| 











pp. 211. Cloth, $2.00. 

»y Porter & Coates.) 

Footsteps or THE Master. By Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
Cloth. New York: J. B. Ford & Co. 
sen, & Haffelfinger.) 

Mre. Hurp’s Niece: Six Months of a Girl's Life. 
Illustrated. 16mo, pp. 357. 


12mo, . 308. 
(For sale by Claxton, Rem- 


By Ella Farman. 
Cloth, $1.50. Boston: D, Lothrop & Co. 


Syivester Sounp: Tue Somnamevuiist. By Henry Cockton. 8vo, pp. 203. 
Paper, 75 cents. Philadeiphia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 


12mo, pp. 518. Cloth, $1.75. Boston 
(For sale by Porter & Coates.) 


Sq. 8vo, pp. 404. Board, $1.40. Boston: 


Srupent Lire at Harvarp. 
Lockwood, Brooks & Co. 


Wipe Awake Pieasvre Boox. 
D. Lothrop & Co. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





A Favorite Cough Remepy.—-For 
Colds, Sore Throat, Asthma, Catarrh, and 
other diseases of the bronchial tubes, no 
more useful article can be found than the 
well-known “ Brown's Bronchial Troches.” 

A Paper ror tue Youna Prorie.—The 
Youth's Companion, of Boston, is one of the 
most judicious and enterprising sheets in 
the country, and in breadth of miscellaneous 
reading, has no superior. 

A Norsy Apparatus, which attempts to 
heat by steam, is asource of needless trouble. 
To do away with all noise and concussion of 
steam is one of the specialties which is guar- 
anteed in constructing their Steam Heating 
Apparatus, and also for their Hot Water 
Heating Apparatus, by Crane, Breed, & Co., 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. 





8. Annre Frost gives us a splendid gift- 
book at a low price, illustrated with sixteen 
full-page silhouettes, sure to satisfy the de- 
mand for a large-print book, for young chil- 
dren, full of pictures, $1.25; postage 10 cents. 
The American Tract Society get it out in 
good style. It is called “A Happy Summer,” 
and can be had at the Depository, 1512 
Chestnut Street, Phila. 


Success ALREADY AssuRED of Jrank Les- 
lie’s New Sunday Magazine, conducted by 
the Rev. Dr. Deems, of the Church of the 
Strangers, New York. The whole of the 
first edition of 50,000 copies sold the first 
day of publication ; second edition now on 
the press. This is undoubtedly the best, 
cheapest and most attractive magazine ever 
published in this country for Sunday read- 
ing. 


THe new advertisement of the Interna- 
tional Sunday-School Supply Company, with 
its list of bound volumes of Notes for 1877, 
and its offer of the London Sunday-School 
Union Notes for the year, will attract the 
attention of Sunday-school workers. Schools 
that have not already secured their supplies 
will do well to arrange at once with Mr. 
Shute, and pastors, superintendents, and 
teachers had better send for his complete list 
of periodicals, and see for how little money 
a number of valuable helpscan be obtained. 
His new Librarian’s Register, to which ref- 
erence was made last week, is a very simple 
and complete method of keeping just such a 
record as all good librarians desire. It must 
have a large sale. 


Rogers's Groups or Statuary have done 
a good work within the last few years in 
training the American people in the line of 
both art and sentiment. They are all artis- 
tic and nearly all on popular themes. Many 
of them teach valuable lessons of humanity 
and patriotism. Others of them keep alive 
tender associations of home life m the days 
of childhood. “ We Boys,” “ Going for the 
Cows,” and the “Country Post-office” call 
back life in the country. “Playing Doctor” 
and “The School Examination” revive 
early days in city and country alike. “The 
Wounded Scout,” “Mail Day,” and “One 
More Shot” freshen army memories to vol- 
unteers. “Coming to the Parson” is a 
popular present for clergymen. And now 
here is “ Weighing the Baby,” a little group 
in which every mother and grandmother will 
be interested. It represents the amazement 
of a good-natured shop-keeper at the enor- 
mous weight of the baby he is kindly weigh- 
ing on his counter scales, while a roguish 
boy is pulling unnoticed at the baby’s cloth- 
ing, and so bringing down the scale beam. 
It is a capital group for a Christmas present 
to almost any young parents—or old parents 
either. Indeed, a group of Rogers’s Statu- 
ary is a good Christmas present for any- 


body, 


Parents, be wise! insist that your shoe-dealer should 
| ] S keep them. Also try Wire Quilted Soles. 
greener oor png en 


| Friday of the week preceding their issue 








Fearrot—the amount of money thrown away in 
| not buying shoes protected by SILVER TIPS. 











Saratoga Springs in Winter.—Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with circular 
describing its Turkish, Russian, and Electrical 
Baths, ete., will be sent on application. Nervous, 
Lung, Female, and Chronic Diseases a specialty. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








ImportANT TO Persons Visttina New York orn THE 
CentenntAL.—Grand Union Hotel, opposite Grand 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“« 15 to 29 sad is ae * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 


depot to Hotel free. 350 elegant rooms. Elevator. 
| European plan. Restaurant, supplied with the best. 
| for all parts of the city, and to Philadelphia Depot 
: for Centennial. 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) | : 
| Is specially notable not only for the excel- 
lence, but for the great variety of its con- 
; ‘ , - tents, and the beauty of its illustrations. 
Supassipmons Ore be tessived or Gay Portes of) sone the more noteworthy articles there is 
a@ year at yearly rates. ; 








—_——o——— 


an illustrated paper on 
Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 


the same rate at which the club, as first formed, | 


“NORWAY AND THE NORSEMEN,” 


would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- by Prof.’ Bovesen, an Americanized Norwegian 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with | of Cornell University. Gen. McClellan’s inter- 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers | esting series of Travel Sketches begins with 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. aT . ‘ 
, at ; “A WINTER ON THE NILE,” 
Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- | in which he discusses the Khedive’s army and 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to | system of internal improvements, &c. Clarence 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- | Cook, in his = on HovusEHoLD AND HomME 
clude both county and state. Decoration, takes up such Frese matters 
Any person writing to renew either a single or | % bedroom es ae al and kine 
. 2 ° ‘ a P : ae « Re ¢ , > 
club subscription, in connection with which his heat, or B ads V's \gnts, biue and white 
name has not before been known to the publishers, china. Mr. Barnard’s paper, 


will please give the name of the person to whom the “THE ENGLISH WORKINGMAN’S 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. HOME.” 


describes the Shaftesbury Building Associa- 
tion in London, with illustrations of houses 
for workingmen. 


“WHAT OUR CHURCHES COST US,” 


shows the relative cost of church-work. 


Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—o—_—— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 
This paper is designed to supply superintendents Other illustrated papers are: a sketch of 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to John Burroughs (with portrait); “ Liverworts 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is — se ee Be a pes f 
: . and Ferns,” by Mrs. 8. B. Herrick; ‘ Day 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of Dreams.” a poem of New England life. and 
its price, only to subscribers of Tuk Times who are | ;, Pa all a as 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter laug able silhouettes by Howard Pyle. 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 


ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when DR. HOLLAND’S NOVEL, 
ordering it, state that they are such. “NICHOLAS MINTURN,” 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's |. ' “ : 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have | S!VS Us bright and breezy discussions of vari- 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times, as given on the | OUS themes on board an ocean steamer, fol- 
Yellow address label of Tas Ture. lowed by a collision and shipwreck, the story 

of which is most graphically told. 

In alight vein are “My Friend Moses,” by 
John Habberton, author of ‘‘ Helen's Babies ;” 
a talk ‘Concerning Cheapness,” by Charles 
100 Copies, one month, -» - $ -60) Carroll; and “Ghosts,” a hort story by Isa- 
100 «=o ome year, - - - 7.20 | bella T. Hopkins. 


Less than 100 copies at same rate. “THAT LASS O’ LOWRIE’S” 


is fully sustained in interest and power 


—_—o——— 
There are poems hy R. TH. Stoddard, “H- 


> 
THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. H.,” Dr. Holland, Charles de Kay, R. W. Gil- 
100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 | der, and Constantina E. Brooks. 
100 = one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 ies at 


Li 


—_9——_— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


In ‘‘ Topics of the Time,” Dr. Holland dis- 
cusses ‘‘ The Chinese in San Francisco,” ‘‘ The 
Moral Value of Physical Strength,” and “ The 
Disease of Mendicancy.”’ “ The Old Cabinet” 
is about ‘“ Charlotte Bronté,” ‘Savage Life in 
the City,” “American Authors and English 
Critics,” ‘* Pictures,” and “ Essipoff.” ‘“ Home 
and Society” is given up to the third of the 
: : ii ; ; * Letters to a young Mother.” ‘“ Culture and 

Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive . ” ¢ a 

ee Progress’ hasa new feature ina regular letter 
any of these publications, can make payment for |. —* “BR > ON a. 
ae canke ter G'iaeney order parable ot Pailadelehi from London on “ English Books. The 
> Si » by py order payable adelphia, r y ‘ " ” 
hg Sadia Clementi on Ot te I World’s Work” and “ Bric-a-Brac " are excel- 
O-« ani aker, as follows: 
; lent, and the whole constitutes almost a model 





rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Oo— 








rhe Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. | number of this unrivaled magazine. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 9 tecanribind 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 15 MONTHS for $4. 


These rates include postage, which is prepaid at To new subscribers who wish to get the 
this office. opening chapters of ‘‘ That Lass o’Lowrie’s,” 
we will send 15 numbers for $4, beginning 
with the magnificent Midsummer Holiday 
number (Aug., '76), and ending with Oct., '77. 


$4 a vear; 35 cents a nnmber. Postage pre- 


‘acne 
Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 ets: paid. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - : 30 cts. 
; SCRIBNER &«& CO 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 5O cts. 7 


743 Broadway, N. Y. 
DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 





5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


HIE GREAT HARD TIMES PAPE 
The Best. the Cheapest, and Most Popular. R 


10 “ g You cannot afford to be without the 

15 “ “13 ORI KET On 

eee C rat HEARTH. 
6 « “ §2 





It is amammoth 16-page IMlustrated paper (size of 
&@~ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by | ee 


——nt) 





to correspondents,” puzzles, games, “po 
ete. Lively, entertaiing, amusing, ond 


its class published. Only $1 r year, with 
choice of three premiums; the beautiful new 
chromo, * Yes or No?” size 15x19 inches; any one of 
the celebrated novels by Charles Dickens, or an ele- 
gant Box of Stationery. Paper without premium, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, only 75 cents per year. Or we will send it Four 


. Mon i 
Business Manager, ths on trial for only 25 cents. Speci 


a copy. -— on boone of stamp. Agents wanted. 
sss F. M. IN 50., Publi 37 
¢10 CHESTNUT STREET, Punapenrsra. | Address LUPTON & CO., Publishers, 37 Park 


| Row, New York. 


ments should be addressed to 





Central Depot. Baggage taken to and from this | 


Prices moderate. Cars and stages pass this Hotel | 


SCRIBNER FOR JANUARY | 


a Hoorn’s Tulip,” an extravaganza with | 


Harper's Weekly), filled with the choicest reading for | 
old and young. Serial and short stories, sketches, | 
poems, useful knowledge, wit and humor, “ answers | 
ular songs,” | 
i een =» instructive. | 
Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- | ite clace st, handsomest, best, and cheapest paper of | 


4 MONTHS FOR A DOLLAR! 
Sr. Nrcnonas for January, with its cheery 
greeting on the cover, its exquisitely beautiful 
frontispiece, the wonderful variety in its pages. 
and its 
FUN FOR THE NEW YEAR, 
Will charm everybody, both old and young. 
| Among the more notable op a will be 
| found a “ Letter to a Young Naturalist,” by 
| William Howitt, the poet, and “ The Stars for 
| January,” by Prof. Proctor, the astronomer. 
ST. NICHOLAS FOR JANUARY 
Will also contain apaper by Horace E. Scud- 
der, ‘‘ Great Grandfather's Books and Pictures,” 
with fac-simile reproductions from the ‘‘ New 
| England Primer" and Webster’s old ‘ Spell- 
| ing-Book.” ‘“ Budge's Visit to the Centen- 
nial,’ by the author of ‘ Helen's Babies,” and 
|“ The Modern and Medieval Ballad of Mary 
Jane,” with silhouette drawings by Hopkins, 
| will be found amusing and entertaining. 
| Besides 

“HIS OWN MASTER,” sy Trowsrince. 

There are shorter Stories and Poems, Rhymes 

| and Nonsense Verses, Historical Sketches, a 
| Fairy Tale, Comical Pictures, Pages for Very 
Little Folks, ete. In short, this is the New 
Year’s Number of that magazine of which 
“The London Daily News” said: ‘“ We wish 
we could point to its equal in our own Period- 
ical Interature.” 

Send one dollar for a trial subscription, be- 
ginning with the November number, and in- 
cluding the splendid Christmas Holiday num- 
ber, with William Cullen Bryant’s “ Boys of 
My Boyhood,” and the New Year’s number, 
with William Howitt’s “ Letter to a Youn 
Naturalist ;” and the February number, whick 
will have 

“A TALK WITH AMERICAN BOYS,” 
By Tom Hvuaues, the earnest, honest, strong: 
hearted Englishman, who is known all over 
the world as “ the friend of the school-boy.” 

Subscriptions received by all booksellers. 
Sold by all newsdealers, $3.00 a year, 25 
cents a number. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 


NeW Books for the Holidays, 


CLAXTON, REMSEN, & HAFFELFINGER, 











RETAIL DEPARTMENT, 


| 

{ 

| Invite attention to theirlarge, complete and carefully 

| selected stock of CHOICE BOOKS, comprising the 
Best Editions of Standard Authors in Fine Bindings, 

suitable for 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS! 


Gift Books, Illustrated Books, Juvenile Books, Toy 
Books, Bibles, Prayer Books, Alphabet and 
Building Blocks, A oe in Great 
ariety. 


A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 
Fine Stationery, Fancy Goods, 


Writing Desks, Gold Pens and Pencils, Glove, 
Handkerchief and Jewel Boxes, Ladies’ 
Work Baskets, Pocket Books, 
Pearl Card Cases, Papeterie, 
etc., etc.. etc. 
An Illustrated Catalogue of Gift Books, for gratui- 
tous circulation, will be ready in a few days. 


Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger, 


Publishers, Booksellers & Stationers, 


624, 626, & 628 Market Street. 











JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 
B x. HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices. Call and be convinced. 1342 Chestnut. 


COME TO OUR NEW STORE 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENTS, 


HELPS, AND LIBRARY BOOKS, 
PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 
914 Arch St. 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 
WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 














AND 
SELF-ADJUSTING PAD. 
ecures Health and Comfort of 
> Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
_ Form. Three Garments in one. Ap 

proved by all physicians. 
AGENTS WANTED, 
Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2; 
Satteen, $1.75. To Agents, 25 cents 
: less. Order size two inches smaller 
than waist measure over the dress. 


| WARNER BROS. 763 BROADWAY.N. Y. 
«J. KILE & CO., 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 
Church and Sanday Schoo) 


FURNITURE FACTORY. 












O 
\ 


ee 
WOOD TURNING. 


_ Newel’s Baluster, Table Legs. Hand and Altar Rail, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEST PRESENT 


FOR PASTOR, TEACHER, OR FRIEND 
Is the UNABRIDGED, ENLARGED, & CORRECTED 
EDITION OF DR. WILLIAM SMITH'S 


DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 





Published by Hurp & Hoventoy, New York (The 
Riverside Press. Cambridge), in four volumes, 3667 
pages, with 596 illustrations. Price in cloth, $26; 
sheep, $30; half calf, $36. Sold by all booksellers, or 


can be obtained direc t from the Publishers. 


Moody’s 


Hippodrome, 


72 ‘Sermons and 
meeting talks at th 


why er 
> N.Y. 


edition, entitled Glad Tidings, 500 Pages. Paper 
Cover, 81: Extra Cloth, 82. Mailed on receipt of 
rice. 11,000 ordered the first month 
5 to 100 a wee.k Indorsed by Christian workers of 
every name. AGENTS WANTED everywhere for this 
and our new Book. 3; 000 CURIOSITIES OF THE 
erste. hw: pages, $1.5 


TRE AT, Pub hie. 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


CURIOSITIES 
OF THE BIBLE. 
Pertaining to Scripture 
including priz 





and things; 
answers, facts, statis- 


persons, places, 
e questions and 


tics . ready reference tab wed. Introduction by 
Rev. J x Vincent, D. 1. 400 pages, 12mo; mailed 
for $1.5 Also, Ten Plagues of Egypt, a new parlor 
game of Bible ne on 40 — trated cards, by 
Rey. J. 8S. Ostranc ts. Agents wanted. 


E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. 1. 


‘KIND READER, if you are in any way inter- 
ested in 


BEES OR HONEY. 


we will with pleasure send you a sample copy of our 

GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE. 

I love my work in the Sabbath-school as well as 
with the honey bees; and I trust you will find our 
monthly a friend of both. Tell us plainly, on a 
postal, where to send it. 

A. I. ROOT, Mcdina, 0. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of any school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 
age; each scholar separate and each class on one 
ine. The most complete and simple record book 
eve published. It saves the librarian half the labor 
of other systems, prevents mistakes, and affords a 
quick reference. Only been published two months | 
and the demand constantly increasing. 
sample copy. Price postpaid, $1.00. 

Or ask your bookseller for it. 

CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 


New ‘Haven, © onn. 


SEND FOR 
GEO. C. NEEDHAM’S 


NEW BOOK, 


THE TRUE TABERNACLE 


[A series of Lectures on The Jewish Tabernacle. 
Illustrated. | 

Commended to all (specially to Bible students), by 
leading Pastors, Evangelists, Sabbath-school workers, 
and prominent Members of Y. M.C A. 

Price, post-paid, $1.00. 

GRANT, FAIRES & RODGERS, 
54 N. 6th St., Philadelphia. 


FUN FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Christmas Stories; Christmas Pictures, Christmas 
Plays, and Christmas Songs, with Rev. Dr. Ee- 
GLeEsTon’s “Christmas Fairy Show,” for the home 
or Sunday-school, besides other good things. Nearly 
100 pages and more than 80 illustrations in the 


HOLIDAY NUMBER OF ST. NICHOLAS. 
Price, only 25 cents. 
Str. Nrcno.as is “ The king of all pul blications 
issued for the young on either side of the Atlantic 
—English paper. For sale everywhere, and sent, 


Br stage paid ($3a year), by ScRIBNER & Co., 743 
roadway, N. Y. 


Gcholar’s Hand-Book, Part VI. 


ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, 


FROM JANUARY TO JULY, 1877. 
Studies About the ‘Hing gdom of Israel. 


By REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 

Price, 10 cents. 100 Copies, $8.00. 
“An indispensable aid for teachers and pupils.” 
Just Published and for Sale by 
The American Sunday School Union, 
___ Philadelphia, 1122 Chestnut St. St. 


~ AYEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 


By Rev. Chas. E. Knox, 
Author of David the King. 


From Rey. William M. Paxton, D.D., pastor of the 
Fir st Presbyterian Church of New York 
‘I take great pleasure + ‘ 














P. O. 413. 








*xpressing my very h 


estimate of the work, A Year with St. Paul. 1] nee 
had occasion to eXamine it with care as compared 
with other works upon the same subject. and it has 
given me pleasure to see the skill with which he has 
condensed, within ashort compass. 


all the impor- 
tant results of recent scholarship upon this interest- 
ing subject. The work is so perspicuously arranged 
and so pleasantly written, as to male it interesting 
to the general reader, whilst its value as a text-book 
is secured. I cannot imagine a pleasanter occupa- 
tion than to teach a Bible-class upon the plan of this 
work.’ 

The subjects run pars allel with the New Testament 
subjects o. the International series for 1876 and for 
1877. 


A. D. F. BANDOLPH « CO., Publishers. 


from the Tribune verbatim reports. | 
The only complete sermons are in this authorized | 


Agents sell | 


et DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
| 


Send for a | 
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We would call special attention of Sunday School Superintendents 
to our Periodicals. We publish the Pictorial Primary Lesson Leaf, 


| 
S U N D, % by Mrs. W. F. Crafts. Also “Heavenly Tidings,” an illustrated 
peng and is well liked wher- 
of $13.25 per 100 ¢ opie s monthly 
for the year. It has a large cir- 


ever is received. Samples 
freely oo on application. 
We can also furnish your school a full supply of other Papers. 
We keep everything issued, and willsend samples of all on applica- 


tion. All orders will be promptly attended to. Address P A P E R S ' 
FAIRBANKS &«& CO., 
S. S. Publishers and Booksellers, 
Chicago, Ill. 


| paper for children. It is issued 
semi-monthly at the low price 





CHEAP SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNERS 
—ror— 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS. 


BANNERS 18x30 inches, trimmed with Gold Patent Fringe, Gold Letters, Gold Bordering, Gold Spear- 


heads, any Motto to order, $3.00. Both sides decorated, any color, $500. 12x16 inch Banners $1.50 each. 
Also New Curisrmas Tree OgnaMeNts, Wholesale and Retail. 


CLARENCE A. HART, 133 North 3d Street, Philadelphia. 


International Medal Awarded for Banners. 











PICTORIAL PRIMARY LESSON LEAF. 
BY MRS. W. F. CRAFTS (SARA J. TIMANUS). 

On the International Sunday School Lessons. This paper is for scholars under twelve years. 
pictorial leaf published. Send for samples. Address the publishers, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 54 and 56 Madison Street, 


The only 


Chicago. 








~COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


BOBBINS’ ELECTRIC, SOAP, 


28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 








THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
AS MAKING wun ONORABLE MENTION, 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is - vied a victory over 
| the Ww HOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award 
| ‘The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
| of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 

PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. 

is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO.,, 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 


it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Send 
at once. 


Please try it, and see how infinitely superior it 








CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Couteate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Exrracr and 
TorLet Powper will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 
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| faints S| LENLENNIal Photo Id Is 
OF: 2 34. ! 
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qi o s- Ss ss 
om 2: £% ©) oe —FOR THE— 
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ae 5 gn STEREOSCOPE, GRAPHOSCOPE, ALBUM, PORT- 
oc 3 em = ot FOLIO AND MAGIC LANTERN. 
+ o = s = 8 Stereoscopic Views, post-paid, $3 per dozen. Send 
3S p- g 2 &-=2 Q2 stamp for Catalogue ‘of Wileon’s Choice Selections. 
2 = = $8 os 4@-Canvassers and Agents Wanted. 
2 8 3° ee Headquarters for Lantern Slides. Largest stock 
se © aa Z © Q? in America. Catalogues, 25c. 
s + r y .] Ml 
3 3 og EDWARD L. WILSON, 
Ss 2 3 » ae Superintendent Centennial Photograph Co., 
are Sr Office, 116 N SEVENTH STREE 
py aes 2 73 ce > NORTH SEVENTH STREET, 
Oc - 2 “S ‘a Philadelphia. 
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@ : & is, Oe FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 
ew zs 
0; “252 8 br LONG LOOK HOUSE, by Epwarp Asnorr ; with 
28 - veautifu ( STTE ILUSTR&TIONS by H 
A £° SerHX éz Maria Htnps. — 
“ Will repeat in this generation the success o 2 
"O ‘q WONT ‘ssorppy Rollo books.—New York Tribune, nese OF the 
| ‘Will meet a want which has long been recog- | 
nize d.”"—Boston Advertiser. 





‘The substantial and useful has been put into 
attr wtive form.’—Boston Post. 

* Every chil aN will be 
Look House.’ es 


ple 


— Travelle; 


HOW TO HELP (Ses 


YOUR SCHOLARS. | |..cns'iamiz 


If any one in your class needs to make money, let | NOYES, SNOW & CO. 
him (or her) become an agent for a new and useful 
novelty that every school boy or girl needs. An | 


agent is wanted to act for us in eve ry school in the | P \ ! ' ENTS 


sased greatly with ‘Long 


Price $1.25, postpaid, 
, Boston, Mass. 


FOR INVENTIONS, 
TRADE-MARKS, 
COPYRIGHTS, «ce. 
procured with promptness and on reasonable terms 

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 

i PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
| 110 FOURTH ST., below Chestnut. 

&@ Call or send for Book of Instruction 


land. Large profits can be made. The article is no 
humbug, but 1s of real use to every one buying it. | 
ample sent by return mail on rece iptof 10 cents. A 
splendid chance to make money rg | Christmas. 
Address _ H, BRYANT, | 
536 13th sale Philadelphia. 
Refer to The Sunday School Times, 


“en 


CONFECTIONERY. 





For Fine Confections. For Chocolate and Cocoa. 


GZ @ 





Two MEDALS AWARDED and the HIGHEST 
DIPLOMAS by the Judges United States Cen- 


tennial Commission to 


Stephen t, Whitman 


& SON, 


Manufacturers of the 


INEST CONFECTIONS, 


Chocolate and Cocoa, 


For family use, for 
school celebrations 


S. W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 


PHILADELPHIA. 


/ ». L. PAGE’S / 


presents, or for Sunday 


















NO COLOR 
or other ob- 
jectionable 


oun Matter 


SPECIALTIES 
MADE FRESH 
DAILY. 
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BARGAINS ! 











BARGAINS! 


ESTABLISHED 1826. 
The Old Established Firm of 


James Reisky's Sons, 








136 N. 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa., 


Offer the finest Furs of all styles, in sets, or in se 
rated pieces if required, at the most reasonable rates 
that can be had in Philadelphia. The finer Furs 
being a specialty, such as 


| SEAL-SKIN CAPES AND SACKS. 


Satisfaction guaranteed to every purchaser. You 
will find it desirable to call and examine before buy- 
ing elsewhere. 








HOLIDAY GOODS. 
TURNER. ANDREWS & CO. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


POCKET BOOKS, 


NO. 702 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 








UMBRELLAS, <> CANES, 


M.& A. Hassler’s wendiiinetany, 


634 ARCH STREET, 
RETAIL DEPARTMENT, 3 doors below Seventh St. 


Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, apee a, and 
Zanilla Umbrellas with Pearl, Ivory, and Natural 





Handles. Twilled Silk Umbrellas from $4.75 up, 
other Silks $3.50 up. 
Gold and ivory head Canes a specialty. 


ESTABLISHED 1838. 
DOLLARD’S 
513 CHESTNUT STREET. 513 
| Ornamental Hair Work, Wigs, Toupees, 
Braids, Curls, ete., ete. 
Gentlemen’s Hair Cutting Rooms. 
| Only Practical Workmen employed. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed : 
day on interest or principal; neither we nor our cus- 
tomers ever took an acre of land under foreclosure 
Send for particulars and references, 

J. B. WATKIN & CO., 


| Lawrence, Kan., or 72 Cedar Street, New York. 
| HENRY DICKINSON, Manager 
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Anpletons'.Petoicals 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL. 


A Monthly Miscellany of Popular Literature. New 
Series, 256 cents per number, $3.00 per annum. 
Appletons’ Journal is now published monthly; it 
is devoted to popular literature and all mutters of 
taste and general culture—published at a price to 
bring it within the reach of all classes. It contains 
superior fiction, in the form of serials and short 
stories; papers graphically descriptive of Poe. 
esque places; articles upon men of note, and upon 
the habits of different peoples; essays upon house- 
hold and social topics; articles of travel and adven- 
ture: scientific and industrial articles written in a 
graphic and popular style. In brief, the aim is to be 
comprehensive, including in its plan all branches of 
literature and all themes of interest to intelligent 
readers. Kach number is illustrated. 

Teams: Three dollars per annum, postage prepaid 
to all subscribers in the United States; or Twenty- 
five cents per number, A club of Four Yearly Sub- 
scriptions will entitle the sender to an extra sub- 
scription gratis; that is, five copies will be sent one 
year for twelve dollars, For $7.20 Appletons’ Journal 
and The Popular Science Monthly (full price, eight 
dollars), postage prepaid, 


THE POPULAR SUIENCE MONTHLY. 
Conducted by E. L. Youmans. 

This periodical was started (in 1872) to promote the 
diffusion of valuable scientific knowledge, in a read- 
able and attractive form, among all classes of the 
community, and has thus far met a want supplied by 
no other magazine in the United States. 

Containing instructive and interesting articles and 
abstracts of articles, original, selected, translated, and 
illustrated, from the pens of the leading scientific 
men of different countries; accounts of important 
scientific discoveries, the application of science tothe 

ractical arts, and the latest views put forth concern- 
ng natural phenomena, have been given by savans of 
the highest authority. Prominent attention has been 
also devoted to those various sciences which help to 
a better understanding of the nature of man, to the 
bearings of science upon the questions of society and 

overnment, to scientific education, and to the con- 

icts which spring from the progressive nature of 
scientific knowledge. : 

The Popular Science Monthly is published in a 
large octavo, handsomely printed on clear type, and, 
when the subjects admit, fully illustrated. 

Terms : $5.00 per annum or Fifty cents per number. 
Postage propald to all Subscribers in the United 


States. 
THE ART JOURNAL. 


An International Gallery of Engravings, by dis- 
tinguished Artists of Europe and America. 


With Illustrated Papers in the Various Branches | 


of Art. 


The Art Journal is a monthly publication, quarto 
size, superbly illustrated and printed, and specially 
devoted to the world of Art—Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture, Decoration, Engraving, Etching, En- 
ameling, and Designing in all its branches—having 
in view the double purpose of supplying a complete 
illustrated record of progress in the Arts, and of 
affording a means for the cultivation of Ari-taste 
among the people. Each number is richly and 
ahundhatie illustrated on both steel and wood, and 
no pains are spared to render this “ Art Journal” the 
most valuable publication of the kind in the world, 
It contains the Steel Plates and Illustrations of the 
London Art Journal, a publication of world-wide 
fame (the exclusive right of whieh, for Canada and 
the United States, has been purchased by the pub- 
lishers): with extensive additions devoted principally 
to American Art and American topics. Sold only by 
Subscription. Price, 75 cents per number; $9.00 per 
annum, postage prepaid, 

Subscriptions received by the Publishers, or their 
Agents. Agencies: 22 Hawley St., Boston; 922 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia; 22 Post Office Avenue, Balti- 
more; 53 Ninth St., Pittsburgh, 100 State St., Albany ; 
42 State St., Rochester; 103 State St., Chicago; 30 W. 
Fourth St., Cincinnati; 305 Locust St., St. Louis; 20 
St. Charles St., New Orleans ; 230 Sutter St., San Fran- 


cisco. 
D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
549 and 551 Broadway, N. Y. 








VISITING CARDS. 


FANCY VISITING-CARDS with name, 10c. 300 
styles. Address C. B. Havens, Summit, N, Y. 





Cards no two alike 10c, 40 of same in handsome 
double case 35e, 25 scroll 20e, 25 chromo 25e, 50 
fine white 15c, 50 Cardinal ren 15e, 25 Jet in gold 
25c, your name on all, 25 blank scroll 1l0c, Samp- 


les of cards and a large 40 column paper for 3c, 
Agents wanted, G. R. Utuman, 12 Wincerst.Boston, Ms’ 





$5 SELF-INKING “BEST” 


Printing Press, with outfit, $6.50; $7 
Self-Inking “ BEST,” with outfit, $10. 
Rotary Job Press Chase, 5x8,$45. Send 
stamp for Catalogue, (no postal cards.) 
H. Hoover & Co., 50 N. 9th st., Phila: 


AT A) Al " 
CENTENNIAL MEDAL Awarded to 
Cc. FEF. RUMPPRP, 

116 and 118 North FOURTH ST.. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
MANUFACTURER OF 
Pocket Books, Portmonnaies, Cigar Cases, Port- 
folios, Dressing Cases, Bankers’ Cases, Ladies and 
Gents’ Satchels and Traveling Bags, Shaw! Straps, 
Portable Writing Desks, Companions, etc., ete. 
Single Articles Made to Order. 
RDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED To. 









a. 








EVERYTHING FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


If you went Sunday Sclx ol Papers, for Teachers or 
Scho Lesson Leaves, Question Books, Singing 
Books, Library Books, or any thing for Sunday | 
Schools, no matter hy whom published, Send to 

D. K, NIVER, 20 North Pearl St., Albapy, N. Y 





PERIODICALS. | 








EE IT LON 





FOR 1877. 


a 





CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 


{From Chambers’s Book of Days.) 


PPS ft TCHS SCHOLAR cHmst¥88_custows 


For Sabbath-school Teachers 


AND THE OLDER SCHOLARS, 


The Presbyterian at Work, 


Containing the Westminster Lessons for 1877, pre 


LESSONS TO INFANT S 


By a distinguished writer for the young, and a Cabinet of Illustrations for the use of Teachers. 


TERMS: } 


ONE COPY, Per Annam, Postage paid__........._____- 
SIX COPIES or more, addressed to one person____-- 


Every number of the Presbyterian 


‘HOOLS, 


-.-66 cents. 


.....-.....-55 cents each. 


For the children studying the same lessons, the BoarD provides 


The Westminster Lesson Leaf. 


100 for one year__. 


100 for st months___..._..-_- 


Nine Cents a Year for each Scholar, Postage included. 





The Sabbath School Visitor, 


; : 4 ecame very much secularized, and latterly, 
An Attractive and Beautifully IMustrated Paper for the Young, is issued weekly, but will be furnished | bees “ - : 
once a month, twice a month, thrice a month, or weekly, at the option of Subscribers. Terms: 


One to Nine copies, each, 
Per year. Postage paid. 
Once a month_-.----.--.--------- SS eoms............. 


Ten copies and over, 


to one address, each, 
Postage paid. 


One Hundred a 
Postage paid. 


oe eS RT . Se ee Pe eee Tes $16.00 


aqnctipnstiip Se ..™ 





Fares & @enth............usea By F 
Tues a MO. 2... en FB Ftd ies 
Weghly.ss.-1.- 2-52 -- 22-5, Seeet 45........... 


Ifroniesessie ee | 
inate deers 48 “ a 
~=--------~ 66° = .....-.----.-.-.--..---- 69.00 


The Sunbeam, 


& WEEKLY PAPER FOR THE VERY LITTLE PEOPLE, 


sEpecially those of our Infant Schools, with bright pictures and easy reading. 


It also serves as a Primary 


Lesson Leaf on the International Series. Fifty cents for one copy, and Forty cents each when ten or more 
copies are addressed to one person by mail, postage included. 


PAYMENT INVARIABLY REQUIRED IN ADVANCE. 


Exchange yepas and articles intended for insertion in the periodicals, should be addressed to REV. 
JOHN W. DULLES, D.D., Editor, No. 1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Orders and money should be addressed to MR. PETER WALKER, Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


No. 1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


We unhesitatingly ask an examination of these papers. 


KALISTON 
NURSERY 
SOAP. 

















Drugegists sell it. 





Send for samples. Sent free by mail. 





MOTHERS! 


THE ALLAN HAY COMPANY'S 


Nursery Soap has no artificial perfume, is purely vegetable, manufac- 
tured from the Olive, the Almond, and Hickory trees it has the 
appreciation of the medical faculty, and by- them is considered an 
unequaled article for the Nursery and Bath. 


PRINCIPAL DEPOT, 1179 BROADWAY. 


All qoods delivered free in New York, Brooklyn, and Jersey City. 





PERIODICALS. 


Ever-blooming Roses & House Plants, 
pipes poe rn 


‘arieties for $1, 5 for 50c. Samples 5c. 
‘ Nurseries, PA 





.GREIVES, Greenbrook & Paterson 


THREE. MONTHS FREE 


NOW—SUBSCRIBE—NOW 


THE WATCHMAN 


THE BEST 


Religious Paper in 











| 


EIGHT PAGES FULL OF GOOD THINGS. | 


New England. 





To New Subscribers, we will send the paper from 


| the time the money is received, till January 1, 1878, | 
| for $3.00, 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE; SEND FOR ONE. 
TERMS: $3.00 PER YEAR, POSTAGE FREE. 
Address, THE WATCHMAN, 

BOSTON, MASS 
Office In Tremont Temple, T, L, ROGERS, Manager, 


EDUCATIONAL. 





ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT’S SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG 


LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 





EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE 
No. 4035 CHEST 


NUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
YOUNG LADIES. 


FO 
This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan- 
wane of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs.J.A.BOGARDUS 





MORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 


MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. 
dets receive 


Buildings excellent. Ca- 


d at anytime. Reference in Philadel- 


phia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
imes. Send for circulars to " 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Il. 








HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Headquar- 
ters for Novelties, Fans, Combs, Fancy Jew- 


tal 


grap 


wax FLOWER 


elry, Leather, Toilet, Useful and Ornamen-. 


Goods, and manufacturer of Umbrellas 


H. DIXON, 21 South Eighth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


100 DECALCOMANTE ' 


50 cts, ; high ; M 
a. oie y colored and beautiful ; easily 


to aay t.. 50 Gem Chro: 
50 Eickeniedl Weehasen, 50 cts ; choles 


50 
samples of either 10 cts, Chromos, Steel Engravings, Photo- 
Fanc Gai Boo 


ottoes, Games, Ks, &e, 
ATERIAL.—Box of Material and Instruc- 


tions for making sovennt One vines of “7 Leaves, 50 cts. 83 


ae 


with every order, Al t. A 
L PATTEM 6 CO. 18 Willan oc tee Yee 


Amid so many popular customs at Christ- 
mas, full of so much sweet and simple poe- 
| try, there is posnens none more charming 
| than that of the Christmas carols, whic 

celebrate in joyous and yet devout strains 
the Nativity of the Saviour. The term is 
| believed to be derived from the Latin can- 
| tare (to sing), and ro/a/ an interjection ex- 
pressive of joy. The practice appears to be 





mared by REV. JOSEPH T. DURYEA, D.D.of Brooklyn, | 8 ancient as the celebration of Christmas 
N. Y., and the Rey. HERRICK JOHNSON, D.D., of Auburn Seminary. 


at Work will also contain instructions for teaching the 


| itself, and we are informed that in the early 
ages of the church, the bishops were accus- 
tomed to sing carols on Christmas Day 
| among their clergy. The quaint and ines- 
| timable Jeremy Taylor, referring in his 
| “ Great Exemplar ” to the “ Gloriain Excel- 
| sis,” or hymn sung by the angels on the 
plains of Bethlehem, says: “ As soon as 
these blessed choristers had sung their 
| Christmas carol, and taught the church a 
| hymn to put into her offices forever in the 
| anniversary of this festivity, the angels re- 
| turned into heaven.” Milton also, in the 
| twelfth book of “ Paradise Lost,” thus al- 
| ludes to what may be regarded as the first 
| Christmas carol : 
| His place of birth a solemn angel tells 
| To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night; 
| They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 
Of squadron’d angels hear his carol sung. 
| In process of time, these Christmas hymns 
were frequently nothing more than festal 
chants, sung during the revelries of the 
Christmas season. The earliest specimen 
which we possess of the medieval carol, be- 
longs to this class, and is preserved in a 
manuscript in the British Museum. It is 
composed in Norman-French, and belongs to 
the thirteenth century. Thesameconvivial 
quality characterizes a “Sett of Carols,” the 
earliest printed edition of these Christmas 
chants, published by Wynkyn de Worde, in 
1521. As with the generality of our 
popular ballads, we find the earlier speci- 
mens of Christmas carols often extremely 
rugged and unadorned in point of composi- 
tion, and perceive them gradullay assume a 
more polished and harmonious form with 
the progress of education and refinement. 
This improvement is chiefly to be remarked 
after the commencement of the sixteenth 
century. 

In his “History of English Poetry,” 
Warton notices a license, granted in 1562, 
to John Tysdale for printing ‘“ Certayne 

oodly Carowles to be songe to the glory of 
God:” and again “Cresteumas Carowles 
auctorisshed by my lord of London.” This 
may be regarded as aspecimen of the en- 
deavors made at the time of the Reforma- 
tion, to supplant the old popular carois, by 
compositions of a more devout and less 
popish character, and in Scotland we find 
instances of the same policy in the famous 
“Gude and Godly Ballates,” and “Ane 
Compendious Book of Godly and Spirituall 
Sangs:” the latter printed at Edinburgh in 
1621. The Puritans, indeed, denounced not 
only the singing of Christmas carols, but the 
observance of the festival of Christmas it- 
self, as pernicious and unscriptural, and to 
their influence has been ascribed much of 
the seriousness characterizing this depart- 
ment of popular poetry in later times. 





CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 
{From Smith’s Dictionary of Christian Antiquities ] 


As coming at the beginning of the eccle- 
siastical year, and as being in itself a time 
when from the Great Gift then given by God 
to man, all memories call to peace and 
| friendship, the season of Christmas has from 
time immemorial been associated with the 
mutual giving of presents and the inter- 
change of cordial wishes. 

A similar custom prevailed among the 
| Romans, who on the calends of January 

offered to the emperor or to their patrons 
presents called strenae. 

That the Christian custom is derived from 
| the above we do not of course affirm, 
although we are far from denying the possi 
bility of such an origin. 

Traces of the custom are to be found in 
the Greek Church, as we learn from Goar, 
who speaks of boys and youths running 
about the streets at this season, and “to the 
doors of their freinds with songs and musical 
instruments, shouting wishes for long life 
and happiness, claiming presents, and all 
eee collecting gifts for the Nativity of 
Christ.” 








| O@TICE TO CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS, ete 


Exhibitions with the Stereopticon Dissolving 
Views, and with the new Calcium Light, given by 
Prof, Roop, Ridge Avenue and Wood Street, 





gene nnen a 





| 


ee 





» 


ween an, « ate 


Deeember 23, 1876. } 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





= 








NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


| NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


| 


i 


AGENTS WANTED. 


831 





AGENTS WANTED. 





THE NEW BOOK NOW READY. 
“ FIFTY EVENINGS WITH MOODY.” 


Liberal terms to agents. 
Circulars sent free. 


Send $1.50 for a copy. 
Address, 


RICE & CO., 235 South Second Street. 


CHRISTMAS. CHRISTMAS. 


Garrigues Brothers, 
608 Arch Street, Phila., Pa., 


Are continually receiving fresh supplies for Sunday 
Schools ; all new books adapted to this use, soon as 
published. Concert Exercises, over 400 kinds for all 
seasons. Latest Music Books, Class Books, Records 
for Superintendents and Librarians, Reward Cards, 
Chromo Texts. All necessary supplies can be 
obtained of us. 
Send for Catalogues. 


Correspondence Solicited. 


CHEAPEST BOOKSTORE IN THE WORLD. 
47432 Beautiful Juvenile 

At Your Price. 
57982 Magnificent Holiday Books 

At Our Price. 

67432 Bibles, Prayer Books, ete. 
At Any Price 

New catalogue free. 
Leggat Brothers, 3 Beekman 8t., 


THE SOUL’S INQUIRIES ANSWERED 


With blank pages for diary of grateful records. 272 
ages, 24mo. Cloth, bevelled, red edges, $1.00. 
jithout diary, plain edge, 50 cents. 

A year- -book of Seripture 
quiry and an appropriate 
of Scripture. 

Dr. Cuyler says: “ It is the 
combing ation of inspired texts that has yet fallen un- 
der my eye. 


For sale by all Booksellers. 
Published by THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 


744 parheeren een Mew Vork. 


ARTHUR’S 


Illustrated Home Magazine. 


Year after year 
the Home Maga-| 
zine continues to} 


Books 


Send sti amp. 
opposite Postofice: 





answer in the very words 





ain in favor with! me 

the people. Tak-| thorou ET 
ing ra: icalsof| * 

best periodicalsof| i¢on fie 
the th t 


it claims — 
ple in their common n life and social Ynys 
other magazine of its class. 
Terms, $2.50 a year: 8 copies $6.00. For $13.00, six 
qeeiee and one extra to club getter. Specimen n number 
cents, 


GREAT PREMIUMS [2.2225 


rates, we give as a Pre a copy of our feet 
National Pictu ents of t 
Yelted States, ele, au ate in_h 
alnut and Gilt Nioutain ~ The most Erin} 
premium ever offered for subscribers at club rates. « 


ome Magazine for sale by News Dealers. 
T.S. 8. ART HUR & § & e'SON, Philadelphia 


(877. SELECT NOTES. 1877. 


Explanatory, llustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentar 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 
issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00. 


International Question Bouks, 1877. 


The only series in 3 Grades. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet 
and able assistants. 15 cts. each. 


No. 1. Adults. 
100,000 of these Notes and Ques- | No. 2. Youth. 
tions sold. No. 3. Little Learn- 
ers Questions and 
Answers. 29 Pic- 
| tures, a story and 
| verse each lesson 


Sample copies and | 


full descriptive circulars mailed, | 


post-paid, on receipt of price. 
ife story, to illustrate in the 


MAYBEE'S 

OT EPPING sayings and doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
poe the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
| receipt of price. 

5 (ONES. | HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 
| No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


FOR 1877, 
NOW READY. PRICE PER 100 NET, $18. 
—-ALSO— 
A CHRISTMAS 


Concert Exercise, 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
PRICE PER 100 NET, $3. 


Built of the Golden Texts. 1877 
Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 
ages, in 52 short chapters. A 








ee 
ENTENNIAT 


HIS TORICAL DISCOURSES, 


Delivered by appointment of the General Assemhl ? 
by Rev. Drs. McGILL, HOPKINS, WILSON, HUM- 
PHREY, and MORRIS. 
LARGE 12mo. PRICE, $1.50. 
JUST ISSUED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 
Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1384 Chestnut St,, Philadelphia, 


texts, containing an in- | 


Sunday Schoo! Workers * 


| AGENTS! 


Arranging for Entire New Libraries, or the comple- | 
tion of old ones by addition of the more recent Books, 
are invited to call and see us. In examining and | 
selecting, they will find also a full line of Sunday- 


| school Working Material, comprising every possible 


requisite of the latest production, from the more 
beautiful Bible and Commentary down to the simple 
Class Card. Church and Sunday-school room adorn- 
ments complete. 
Agency for 
Sunday-school Periodicals. 
Attention to Visitors—Gentlemanly. 
Conducting of Business—Golden Rule. 
Execution of Orders—Prompt. 
2 . WARD, 
150 Nassau Stree 
Up stairs. NEW TORK CITY. 


‘CHOICEST LITERATURE OF THE DAY.”—.V. 
Y. Tribune 








THE MOST EMINENT liv- 


ing authors, such as Professor Max 


Muller, Professor Tyndall, RI 

Hon. W. E. Giadstone, Dr. W. B. 
Carpenter. Professor Hurley, R 
A. j voter nt Frances Power Cobbe, 
the Duke of Argyll, James A 
Froude. Mrs. Muloch, Mrs. Oli- 


phant, Mrs. ALEXA NDER, Miss 
Thackeray, Jean Ingelow, George 
Macdonald, Wm. Black inthony 
Trollepe, Matthew Arnold, Henry 
Kingsle sy, Francis Galton, W. 
W. Story, Auerbach, Ruskin, Car- 
lyle, Tennyson, Browning, and many others, are repre- 
resented in the pages of 











Littell’s Living Age. 


most ingenious little 


Jan. 1, 1877, Tue Lrvrne Ace enters upon its 132d 
volume, with the continued commendation of the 
best men and journals of the country, and with con- 


| stantly increasing success. 


| PLETE compilation of 


In 1877, it will furnish to its readers the produc- 


| tions of the foremost authors above named and many 


others; embracing the choicest Serial and Short 
Stories by the Leading Foreign Novelists, and an 
amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 


in the world, of the most valuable literary and scien- 
tific matter of the day, from the pens of the leading 
Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discoverers, and Editors 
representing every department of Knowledge an 
Progress. : 
Tuer Livine Ace (in which its only competitor, 
“Every Sarurpay,” has been merged) is a weekly 
magazine of sixty-four pages, giving more than 


THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 


double column octavo pages of reading-matter year- 
ly. It presents inan inexpensive form, « sonsidering 
its amount of matter, with freshness, 
weekly issue, and with a satisfactory completeness at- 
tempted by no other publications the best Essays, 
Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of Travel and 
Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, 


| 


Holiday remembrances, etc., etc. | 
Che Sunday School Times and all other | 
| 


Outfit free. Salary 
| 5 to EMPIRE NOVE 


a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
14 terms | free. T RU e & oo., Augusta, Maine. 





$8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
SON & SMITH, New York City. 


$5 to 21 
66 2 $71 a Week t to A en SAMPL ES FREE. 
P. O. he ICKERY, Augusta, Maine, 


a day. 
free. 
& CO., 





per day at home. 


Samples worth $5 
free. STINSON dl Co., 


Portland, Maine, 





E mployment for all. Chdegine 
Samples, 25 cents. 
119 Nassau St., New York City. 








uaranteed. Write at once 
LTY CO., 309 Broadway, 


| New York. 


| 


| Is ready for Agents. 


owing to its | 


Histori- | 


eal, and Political Information, from the entire body | 


of Foreign Periodical Literature. 


The importance of Tue Livine Acs to every Amer- | 
} 


ican reader, as the only satisfactorily fresh « and COM- 
an indispensable current 


| literature,—indispensable because it embraces the | 


in one volume on Topics | 


| partment of science or literature. 


productions of 


The Ablest Living Writers, 
is sufficiently indicated by the following recent 
Opinions. 


“Simply indispensable to any one who desires to | 
keep abreast of the thought of the age in any de- 
”"— Boston Journal. 

A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of | 
entertainment and instruction.”"—Hon. Robert C. 
Winthro 

“The Pest periodical in America.”—Theo. L. Cuy- | 
ler, D.D. 

‘It has no equal in any country.’ 
Pre 88. 

‘In no other single publication can there be found 
so much of sterling literary excellence.”—N. FY. 
Ev ening Post. 

‘ Itreproduces the best thoughts of the best minds 
of the civilized world, upon all topics of living in- 
terest.”— Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“ Incomparable in the richness, variety, and ster- 
ling worth of its articles, and equal to several ordi- 
nary magazines in the amount of matter presented.” 
— The Standard, Chicago. 

* The best of all our eclectic 
Nation, New York. 

“And the cheapest. A monthly that comes every 
week.’ ‘"—The Advance, Chicago. 

With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with 
all that is important in the literature, history, 
ties, and science of the day.”—The Methodist, 
York. 

~ The ablest essays, the most entertaining stories, 
the finest poetry of the English language, are here 
gathered together.”—ZIllinois State Journal. 

‘Itis the only compilation that presents with a 
satisfactory completeness, as well as freshness, a lit- 


’—Philadelphia | 


New 


| erature embracing the productions of the ablest 


| writers living. 


It ts, therefore, indispensable to every 


| one who desires a thorough compendium of all that is 


admirable and noteworthy in the literary world.”— 
Boston Post. 
“Ought to find a place in every American Home.” 
—New York Times. 
Published weexkty at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 


Bas" EXTRA OFFER FOR 1877.“@3a 


To all new subscribers for 1877. will be sent gratis 
the six numbers of 1876, containing. with other val- 
uable matter, the first installments of a new and pow- 
erful serial story. “THE Marevuis or Lossiz,” by 
GEORGE MACDONALD, now appearing in Tne Livine 


Ace from advance sheets. 


Club Prices for the best Home and 
Foreign Literature. 


“Possessed of Tue Livine Ace and one or other of 
our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber 
will find himself in command of the whole situation.” 
ladelphia Evening Bulletin. 

For $10.50 Tne Livinc Ace and either one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper's Weekly or Bazaar) 
will be sent for a year, both postpaid ; or, for $9.50, 
Tue Liv:nc Ace and Scribner's St. 
pleton’s Journal, 

Address 





—Phi 


LITTELL & GAY, Boston, 


poli- | 


| ious, or in business of any kind, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 








publications.”— The 


| 


| 


Nicholas, or Ap- 





ear to travel and sell goods to Dealers. NO 
DLING. Hotel and traveling expenses paid. 
Adk dress, Mowrrork Manuractrurine Co., Cincinnati, O. 


WE PAY 72.22 


sending for our circulars and terms. 
SMITH, P ub lishers, ons, can Walnut Street. 


ania: SALESMEN atasalary of $1200 a 





THE BEST COMMISSIONS. 
Do not engage on other books before 
INGRAM & 


GOOD PAY and steady work for one or two 
enterprising men or women in 
each county. Particulars free. Do not let this op- 
portunity pass. Send $3.00 for outfit worth $20.00. 
Address, J. LATHAM & CO., 
419 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


a week in your own town. Terms and $ out- 
$66: fit free. H. Hauusrr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


ACENTS WANTED. | 


Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 
The mplete System 
OF PHYSICAL KXERCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 
100,000 In use by men, 
women and children. 





} Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 
Hundreds of graceful 
movements. 
For home, office, schools, 
buspitals. 


ee List.-No.1, for 4 
dren 4 to 6 rears, i 
2, for Children 6 to 8. $i. 10. 
No. 3, for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No. 4, for Children 10 to 14, 
1.30. No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and u bat 
1.40. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate stren 1.50. 
No. 7, used by Ladies, Children or Gents. Lae o. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. ‘ull set, famil 
use, 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8's, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a screw-eve and hook to ‘attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8, ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoceopied territory, 
Exclusive rights to sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for smal! investments. Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever it is placed betore the pub- 
lic and its merits fully underst 
For Dlustrated descriptive circulare, terms, &c., address, 


“» Goodyear Rubber Curler Co., 
+ O, Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, —i¢f York. 
RUABER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 








FREB! 2373 


EASILY aor 
70 PER WEF K. 


sip W. P. Ray & Co., bina 


AGENTS WANTED FOR HISTORY 


CENTENL EXHIBITION 


It sells faster than any other book. One Agent 
sold 34 copies in one day. Send for our extra terms 
to Agents Natrona, Pusiisuine Co Phila., Pa 


MARK TWAIN'S NEW BOOK! 
TOM SAW YER, 


Don’t get behind hand this 
time, but send for your territory or circulars, at 
once. Address, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., 
Hartrorp, Conn., Cutcaco, Inu., Cincinnati, O. 


Best Holiday Books! 


Dr. MARCH’S 
NIGHT-SCENES IN THE BIBLE, 
HOME-LIFE IN THE BIBLE, 
WALKS AND HOMES OF JESUS, 
In fine binding, make splendid holiday presents. 
Agents wanted. Address J. C. MeCURDY & 
CO., 26 South Seventh Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















AGENTS WANTED for the STORY of 


(HARLEY Ross 


Weitten be hie Berke ee — his Father. A complete account of 
this most Mysterious Abduction and Exciting 
Search. With Fac-simile Letters and Illustrations. 
Outsells all other books. One agent took 50 orders 
in one day. Pag, liberal. Address, Joun E. 
Porrer aes PHILAD 'HIA, 


ZUCCATO’S PATEN T 


Papyrograph. 


Writing, Ulustration, Design, 


Notice, Map, Table, Examination Paper, Ete., | 


Can be produced by the Papyrograph in an hour 
with an ordinary copying-press. 

Every ene engaged in Education, secular or relig- 
will find it invalu- 
able, and that there is no limit to its practical use. 


AGENTS WANTED. 
Send for Circular. 


PAPYROGRAPH CO., 
43 & 45 ‘Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 


Great AMERICAN TRIUMPH. 
THE MEDAL OF THE 
CENTENNIAL 
{ COMMISSION 
AWARDED 
THE AMERICAN 
SEWING MACHINES. | 


ALSO, 


A SPECIAL MEDAL FOR FINEST SPECIMENS OF 
NEEDLE WORK. 





These New American Machines are Self-threading, 
and have the patent self-threading shuttle. 

AGENTS WANTED in every county in the United 
States. Apply or address, 


American B. H. O. and Sewing 
Machine Co., 
1318 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


_| New Turkish Baths, 1013 Chestnut St. 
| 


SAFES. 


AND BURGLAR SAFES. 


‘SAFES 


FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 
Marvin's Safe Co., 


(7 1 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA, 
265 Broadway, 
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ARGAINS IN WRAPPING PAPER AND 
| TWINE, H. K. W. HALL, 
} 31 Hawxey Sr., Bostron* 


LOOK.—Heaven ison the other side. New and 
beautiful Song and Chorus, 35 cents, sent ik a 
by publishers. PEEKYON, 23 Clinton Place N 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established 


in 1 
Superior Bells of C and aM mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, , Court- 


houses, Fira 

Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted 
Tilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 

Vanouzen & Tirt, 102 E. 2d St., Ciocionati. 


B P r pP 

oss Frinting Press. 
The neatest press made; bs je 
able gauge with ink table and rol 
ler. Warranted to give perfect 
satisfaction ; sent to any address on 
receipt of $1.50. Send 10 cents for 
our handsome illustrated catalogue 
of Revolvers, Boxing Gloves, Skates, 
and ——s —— Address 


LLIAMS & CROCKETT 
91 Duane Street, N. Y¥. 



















Sunday School Work 


WILLIAM F. SHERWIN 
May be engaged on reasonable terms for 
CONVENTIONS, INSTITUTES, 
| Bible Readings, and General S.S. Work, 
Or as MUSICAL CONDUCTOR only. 


Refers by permission to Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., 
Rev. George A. Peltz, and others. 


Residence 48 Orchard Street, Newark, N. J., New 
York office, 76 East Ninth Street. 


FOR THE 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 


| Can be raised in one week by supplying your schol- 
| ars with the new Peecket Collection and Savy- 
i 


ngs Box. 
ONE SCHOOL p IN TWO 
RAISED OVER 500.00 WEEKS! 


PRICE 
$3. 0 


stpaid to any part of the United States, 
per hundred. Send stamp for sample. 
M. W. SMITH & CO., 


140 La Salle St., Chicago 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 





THE SHEPHERD BOY'S CAROL.* 
BY ANNIE T. SLOSSON. 


So long ago, so long ago, 
A fair-haired hopheel boy 
Went through the streets of Bethlehem, 
His face alight with joy. 
Unheeding all who passed him by, 
He gaily strode along, 
And ever from his fresh young lips 
There fell this strange, sweet song: 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.” 


Lightly his shepherd's staff he swung, 


TEACHERS, READ THIS! 


Better helps to Bible study than can be supplied by any one expositor are 
provided for the columns of The Sunday School Times for 1877, including, each 
week, full critical notes on the lessons of the International Series; for those of 
the Old Testament, by Prof. TAYLER LEWIS, who stands foremost among the 
Christian Hebrew scholars of America; for those of the New Testament, by Prof. 
A. C. KENDRICK, equally prominent as a Greek scholar. Also a popular 
exposition of the lessons, week by week, by the Rev. NEWMAN HALL, of 
London, a clergyman not to be excelled in the world as a popular Bible expositor, 
and who now for the first time gives to the American public the benefit of his 
rare powers as a Bible teacher. Also a practical application of the lesson 








Lightly his scrip he bore, 
A gladsome smile, an earnest joy, 
His sun-browned features wore 
And often toward the deep blue sky 
His eyes, as blue, were raised, 
And all the time his silver voice 
Rang, as he upward gazed : 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men” 


| 


What mean you now, you shepherd lad ? | 
What is the song you sing? | 

Why shine your eyes? Why smile your lips? 
What is the news you bring? 

Sing us the song you used to sing, 
Old David's hymn again, 

“The Lord my shepherd 1s,” for we | 
Know not this wondrous strain : 

“Glory to God in the highest, 


And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.” 


“ Well may ye say a wondrous strain, 
For, know ye, it belongs 
To the angelic melodies,— 
Tis one of Heaven's songs! 
My voice is weak, these notes to raise; 
How can a shepherd boy 
Tell how the hosts of Heaven sang 
This holy song of joy? 
‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.’ 


“ Last night I watched my father’s sheep, 
And ere it yet was day 
I fell asleep, ial in my arms 
A little lamb there lay. 
And as it nestled to my heart, 
I dreamed that once again | 
My dear, dead mother held me close, 
And sang a soft, sweet strain; 
‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.’ 





“ Waking, I reached out eager arms 
When suddenly there fell | 
Upon my eyes a glorious light, 
Of which I cannot tell. 
And all the shining air was full | 
Of music, passing sweet, 
The same strange chant, which, in my dream, 
Had made my pulses beat: 
‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.’ 
“ And angel voices told a tale, 
While angel faces shone, | 
A tale of some dear Child God gives 
To-day, to be our own. 
I cannot tell you all, for I 
Am but a simple boy, 
But this I know, that all the day 
I sing and sing for joy : 
‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.’ 


“ And sure I am, this little Child, 
A blessed Babe must be ; 
No lamb so white, no brook so pure, 
No field so sweet as he ; 
No shepherd's staff such help can give, 
No fold so safe from ill, | 
And this is why, this winter's morn, 
I sing with heart and will: 
‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good-will toward men.”’ 





* From “Christmas Carols,” published under the 
direction of the “ Union For Home Work ” of Hart- 
es Conn., by Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., New 

ork, 





LYEBY THING needed by Sunday- | 
schools, Pastors, Superintendents, and Teachers | 
can be obtained at lowest prices of the 
AMER. BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
No, 16 East Ninth Street, New York. 
G, M. Van Derlip's Dep’y. 





| 


| 


IVINS’ PATENT HAIR CRIMPERS. 


Adopted by all Queens of Fashion. Retailers sup- | 
pied by any wholesale Notion House in New York, 

hiladelphia, or Boston. Manufactured only by E£, | 
IVINS, 2903 North Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Send | 
for Circular, 





| or Draft, payable to F. 


teachings to every-day life by H. CLAY TRUMBULL, editor of The Times. 


Besides these regular helps on every lesson, occasional side-lights are to be 


| given, in explanation of the geography, and the manners and customs of Bible 
| lands, and of the biography of Bible characters, by distinguished Bible students 


skilled in special departments of study. 
articles from Chancellor Howard Crosby, of New York, President C. D. Foss, of 
Wesleyan University, Professor M. B. Riddle, of the Bible Revision Committee, 
Professor Henry J. Van-Lennep, for thirty years a missionary in the East, the 
Rev. Dr. William Ormiston, whose ability as a biblical expositor is so well known 
to our readers, Professor J. L. M. Curry, of Richmond College, Va., who has 
recently visited the Holy Land, the Rev. Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York, 
author of “ Elijah the Prophet,” and the Rev. Dr. Henry C. Fish, of Newark, 
author of “ Bible Lands Illustrated,” whose travels in the East took him into 


Already we have arranged for such 


| localities mentioned in the lessons for 1877, which are not commonly visited by 
Other Bible students and travelers are to be added to this | 


American travelers. 
list of writers, that the helps to an understanding of the International Lessons 
supplied in the columns of The Sunday School Times may be so full and so valu- 


_able as shall leave nothing to be desired. 


The Times is sent on trial, to new subscribers, every week, for three months, for 
twenty-five cents. Price for one year, $2.15. To Pastors and Superintendents, 
$1.65. Special rates to clubs. 

For seven cents there will be sent a specimen copy of The Scholars’ Quarterly, 
the best Sunday-school lesson help for scholars published. 

Specimens of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. The most complete leaf of 
any, although it is sold at so low a price. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








INTERNATIONAL LESSON MONTHLY. 


AN UNDENOMINATIONAL MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO THE BIBLE LESSON 
IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND THE HOME. 


THE LESSONS FOR 1877. 


The Lesson Notes for Advanced Scholars will be prepared by Mr. B. F. Jacobs. Rev. W. 
F. Crafts will remain a Special Contributor. Mrs. W. F. Crafts and Miss M. G. Burdette will 
pre the Lessons for the Primary Classes. The Quarterly Reviews will be by C. E. Hewitt, 

4L. D., and “Mrs. W. F. Crafts. 


BIBLE READINGS AND EXPOSITIONS. 








Rev. W. J. Erdman will furnish a Bible Reading, or Exposition, for each Number, and | 


occasional Readings will be given by J. H. Brookes, D.D., W. H. Brown, D. W. Whittle, Henry 
Moorhouse, B. F. Jacobs, and others. 


THE LESSON LEAF. 


The “ Pocket Series’ in two grades, for Advanced and Primary Classes. 


TERMS, POST-PAID. 


For one copy of the Monthly, one year__-~--------- incaiaiennatanepnnarmiencs — $1.00 
For ten or more copies to one address, one year, each __ -==-~ — ; Z x sdsbes 1 He 
For ten or more copies to one address, with six Scholars’ Papers, for each copy, one year, each 1.00 
Extra Scholars’ Papers, six copies, ong year ‘surance a Sadtcka Eten mata snamnetenas) ae 
Or, by the hundred, 65c., or $7.30 per 100 copies per annum. All subscriptions payable in advance. 


WORDS OF LIFE. 


For Sunday-schools and general distribution. Published monthly. Beautifully illustrated with full-page 
Engravings. New and popular Music in each number. Presenting Gospel truths in plain and attractive 
forms. 

REDUCED FOR 1877 TO ONLY 15 CENTS A YEAR, IN CLUBS, TO SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Samples of any of our periodicals free to any address. Remit in Registered Letter, or by Money Order, 

Y ” H. REVELL, Publisher, 
91 Washington St., Chicago. 





The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


READY FOR DELIVERY. 
The best scholars’ help published. 


Price 
on 


«0 cents a year (four quarters) or seven cents 
Neat, Convenient, Useful; 


a single number. 
“Sunday School Times” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 2 
commends it. H.R, Cus Published at the office 


BOOK-MARK 4;"SS0N 
“List, 1877 | sop, 188 Madison Street, | ScHoon Tres. 
Chicago. Send for sample. : 


a 15 ts 250 Elegant Decalcomanie Pictures. 
« 50 Beautiful Gem Chromos. 
35 Scrap-book Pictures. 
8 Mounted Card Chromos. 


} 1 Lovely Surprise Boquet ; all t 
either. paid, Address Henry 5S, bate Chicago 60 C. 


[ l, .  ] 
The new Commentary on the International Les- 
sons for 1877. By Rey. John E. Todd, of New Ha- 
ven, and Professor Riddle, of Hartford, Conn. 
Price, $1.25, postage prepaid. 
MOSES H. SARGENT, Treas., 
Boston. 

















per year. 230 Walnut St., Cincinnati, O. 
The family recipes given each month are worth 
more than the whole year’s subscription, 
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Hard Times. 

Hard Times. 

Hard Times. 
| Hard Times. 
| Hard Times. 
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| Hard Times. 
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Hard Times. 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
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Hard Times. 
Hard Times. | 
Hard Times. 
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Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times, | 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 


Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times. 
Hard Times, 


Hard Times. 
| Hard Times, 
Hard Times, 
Hard Times, 
| Hard Times, 


Hard Times 


Hard Times, 
Hard Times, 


| One EGG, or one Quart of WHEAT, 
| or 3 Pints of CORN, or 2 Quarts of 
| POTATOES, or 1 CABBAGE, or 3 
| Pints MILK, or 144 Ounces BUT- 
TER, or 2 feet of WOOD, or \% Ib. 
of SUGAR, or 14 Ounce TEA, or one 
P. O. STAMP, saved or produced 
ONCE A WEEK 
WILL DOIT. 
BEAUTIFUL, 
VALUABLE, CHEAP 


| For City, Village, 
and Country 
One of the Best Helps for 
these 


Hard Times 


Is TO EXPEND 


Half a Cent a Day 


for the Best, Plain, Practical Infor- 
mation, showing how to get more from 
| one’s work, and how to make most of 
| his receipts. 














Nowhere else can one now secure, 
at so little cost, so many really prac- 
tical, useful hints and suggest ions 
so much good information, on just 
these topics as in that most valu- 
able Magazine, the American Agri: 
culturist, thus named because first 
started, 35 years ago, as a rural jour 
nal, but now greatly enlarged and 
adapted to exactly meet the wants 
ot every FAMILY, every MAN, 
WOMAN, and CHILD, in 
City, Village, and Country. 

Every number contains 44 large 
double octavo pages, full of the best 
original information, every way re- 
liable and trustworthy—prepared by 
a large force of peaches, intelli- 

ent, working men and women, who 
now what they write about. $20,- 
ayear are expended in gather- 
ing and preparing just the kind of 
information that every one needs— 
600 to 700 finely executed En- 
ravings, pleasing and instruc- 
tive, are given in each volume, with 
more than a Thousand Columns of 
first-rate original reading for the 
Household, for the Village or 
City Plet, for the Garden, for 
the Farm, for the Mechanice, for 
the Mercantile or Profession- 
al man having the smallest plot of 
ound, or if he has none, for his 
ily, including the Little People. 
An Immense Circulation so divides 
the cost of gathering useful infor- 
mation, of engravings, etc., that the 
Publishers can supply this most val- 
uable journal for only $1.60 a year, 
post-paid; or four copies for $5.40; 
or ten copies for $13. Single num- 
bers, 15 cents each. Volume 36 is 
just beginning. 

You want it; it will PAY 
well, It will ~— out the hard 
times. The cost is less than half a 
cent aday. An extra Egg per week, 
produced or saved, will pay for it; 
so will a quart of Wheat a week, or 
3 pints of Corn, or 2 quarts of Pota- 
toes, or 1 Cabbage, or 3 pints of Milk. 
or 14 ounces of Butter, or 2 feet of 
Wood, or 4 lb. of Sugar, or % ounce 
of Tea, or 1 P. O. Stamp a week. 

Make one of these small savings 
| or extra productions, and supply 








yourself and family with Vol. 36 
of American Agriculturist. It will 
pay. Try Jt. Only $1.W0 in advance. 


| ORANGE JUDD CO., Pub’s, 
245 Broadway, New York. 











Most Valuable and El 


1000 Practical Recipes, all tried and tested. Contributed 
by ladies of influence ane pend ase 


judgment in Chicago and 


other cities and towns. Name to each. 
Probably no Cook Book has met with as great success. One of 
rare value. Has articles on Housekeeping, Table Talk, Dinner 


Etiquette, Social 


Kitchen, etc. — 


Observances, Little Housekeepers, Susan’s 


**Should be the adopted companion of 


every housekeeper."’—Tribune, Chicago. Sheet of Sample 


recipes, free. 


J. FRED. WAGGONER, Pub., Chicago 


394 Pages. Sold at all Bookstores. $1.50, postpaid. 








HE SPIRAL DRAFT CHIM- 

NEY TOP is a draft equalizer, 
euring smoky chimneys and de- 
fective drafts, preventing down- 
draft and rapid escape of heat. 
It is a wonderful fuel economizer 
With it your house will be warm 
and attached to kitchen flues 
cooking can be done quicke: 
‘| Orders filled. express paid. Mon 


se refunded if not satistactor 
Eat Agents wanted everywhere. F; 
nd therer particulars. address. HEN: 





| COLFORD ,08 Chustnut Street, Philadelphia. 








NAPHEYS’ CENTENNIAL PAILS 


Distributed in such large quantities at the Centen 
nial Exhibition, can now be purchased at our factery. 


| We will furnish them at very low prices. either in 


lain or decorated tin, of various colors. For Church 

airs, Festivals. or Sabbath-school Entertainments, 
they will he found very salable and attractive, es 
pecially during the Holidays. GEO C NAPHEYB & 
SONS, 1935 Market Street, Philadeiphia, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘fIMES. 








FROM THOSE WHO HAVE TRIED IT! 





What the workers think of The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


HE success of Tae Scuot- 

ARS’ QuaRTERLY has been far 
greater than was expected at 
its start. The demand for it, 
coming from every state in the 
Union, has rapidly increased its 
circulation. Weare assured that 
many schools at the beginning of 
the new year will do away en- 
tirely with lesson leaves and the 
ordinury question-books, and use 
the QuarteRLy. The cost is but 
little more than that of question- 
books, and the help given is ac- 
knowledged to be much superior. 
The plan of taking subscriptions 
for it for so short a time as three 
months, enables schoals to give 
it a trial at little cost. The send: 
ing of it to single subscribers at 
the hundred price has also aided 
in giving it a wide circulation. 
Superintendents who read the 
words from subscribers concern- 
ing the QuarteRLy, will not be 
likely to miss seeing a specimen 
copy of it before supplying their 
schools with lesson helps for the 
next year. 

Note.—While the commendations from 
subscribers given herewith have cometo us 
unsolicited, and are but a small part of 
those received, only one adverse criticism 
has reached us, and that from a publisher, 
who says that the great trouble with the 


QUARTERLY is that those who get it want 
no other lesson help. 





WAINE.—“‘ Those of my class who have 
tried the Quarterly find it a os help; 
therefore, | send for more.” . E. D. 

“Please send me The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly. We are delighted with it.” D.T.W. 

“I like The Scholars’ Quarterly ve 
much ; please send me four more copies.” 
EK. E. T. 

“ Please send seven copies. I like it so 
well I want it for a class of boys.” S.L.R. 


WEW HAMPSHIRE —‘I use them for a 
mission class, and like them very much.” 
Cc. W. H. 

“I think it is just what is needed in our 
school,—especially in my own class. I 
wish to introduce it.” M. D. P. 

“I never examined one until lately. It 
is just such a help as I have long wished 
for.” A. B. P. 

“ For the price, it is the best that I have.” 
A. A. R. 

VERMONT.—“We are highly pleased 
with them. Are using them in three classes 
with good success." A. M. B. 


MASSACHUSETTS.—‘‘1 hope we shall ere- 
a | iy them altogether in our school.” 


“You would be glad to see how much 
the Quarterly adds to the interest in Bible 
study in our school.” J. R. 

‘ | have a class of ten young men. They 
will all be supplied with the Quarterly, 
They like it very much. I think it better 
than the question-book.” Mrs. L. E. P. 

“TI have found it very useful as a help 
in preparing the lessons. I am sure my 
class will like it.” F, E, B. 


RHODE ISLAND.—* It is the best schol- 
ars’ help we have ever had.” P.M. B. 
“TI am trying to introduce them in our 


school, and hope to send subscriptions for 
a year soon.” H. P, 


CONNECTICUT.—‘1 am glad to hear of 
the merited popularity of The Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Send mine as soon as you can, 
as I am anxious to have them in the hands 
of 2 kg reg H. 

“I like it much, and hope to induce 
all my class to take it,” Mis. J.C. 











“T find the Quarterly a great help in 
studying the lessons, as well as in the re- 
view.” M. B. 

“I would like to see the Quarterly in all 
the classes of our school. It is much liked 
by those who have it; and I hope our 
superintendent may be favorable to its in- 
troduction another year,” M. E. D. 

“I think The Scholars’ Quarterly is the 
best Sunday-school class-book I have 
seen,” R.R. P. 

“I have now paid you for thirty-two 
Quarterlies for the year... . I think we 
shall want a larger number for next year.” 


H. C 


NEW YORK.—‘‘My sample copy is 
greatly admired. Nothing I have yet 
seen can take its place.” . T. 

“My class and I find them very valua- 
ble, and we feel that we would not like to 
go back to the old helps,” Mrs. E. T. 

“Your Quarterlies are making friends 
here ; have heretofore used lesson leaves, 
and have them for the year. The Quar- 
terlies are superseding them.” J. H. S. 

“ Our school has never been as interest- 
ing as it has been since we used the Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly.” C.S. 

“1 like it so much that I must have it 
for my class of boys.” Mrs. E. G.W. 

“Our school is so well pleased with the 
Quarterly that they desire me to arrange 
to substitute them for a part of the lesson 
leaves.” W. B. E. 

“Your Scholars’ Quarterly is so highly 
appreciated in our school that I desire to 
get eight more copies,” J. C 

“We “ave been using the Scholars’ 
Quarterly with eminent success. I have, 
as yet, not seen anything in the Sunday- 
school work that equals it.” M. A. C. 

“I have used the Quarterly for the past 

uarter and like it very much, and think 
that by another year it will be generally 
used in our school.” J. W. S. a4 

“a rag’ —_ to regard r' as an —— 
pensable help in preparing for my Bible- 
class.” A. J. E. —_ 


“I requested some of my best teachers 
to look at the copy I had received, and 
they were so very much pleased that they 
want our entire school to adopt them.” 
B.. K. PF. 

“T think that it is just the thing that 
every scholar should have.” J. H. N. 

VIRGINIA.—‘‘I think it is one of the 
best books that I have ever seen for the 
Sunday-school. I wish that every teacher 
and scholar in the county had one. I am 
superintending one Sunday-school and 
teaching in another, and try to get all to 
subscribe for it thatI can.” J. W. T. 


NORTH CAROLINA.—‘‘It seems to me 
that nothing more can be wished for.”’ 
Rev. J. B. M. 

“I have just received the second quar- 
ter, and am so delighted with it that I want 
it for the whole year, commencing with 
January.” J. W. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.—“ Please accept many 
thanks for publishing such an efficient 
help.” L. B. H. 

“TI have found it the best help I have 
yet seen in the preparation of the lessons.” 
G. H. W. 

GEORGIA.—‘‘I think the Quarterly the 
best text book for the Sunday-school 
scholar that I have ever seen.”” W. E. R. 

ALABAMA.—‘“‘I wish my Sunday-school 

to see them. I hope I shall order 
again mere extensively.” J. M. 

SSISSIPPI,—‘‘I have been using a 
copy of the Scholars’ Quarterly recently, 
and have to express on y the hi hest ap- 
preciation of its merits,” J. C. R. 

TENNESSEE.—“ Please mail me twenty 
copies of the Scholars’ Quarterly for the 
second quarter. I think my school will 
like them.” J. H. W. 

KENTUCKY.— “The Quarterly wins with 
oy ae and Bible-class scholars.” 


missogni.—* My Quarterly came safely, 
and is liked by all that have examined it.” 


NEW JERSEY.—“ Please send me twenty | J-G 


additional copies of Scholars’ Quarterly. 
This makes seventy copies in all, which 
will show that the paper takes even with a 
country Sabbath-school.” H. E. T. 

“I might better have made up a club 
for the Scholars’ Quarterly at the outset. 
I have had to order again and again. It 
is the best thing out for scholars or teach- 
ers, My own teachers are using it, and 
other superintendents agree with us in 
om it first among all our lesson 

elps.” L.D.A. 

“I am so well pleased with your Schol- 
ars’ Quarterly that I would like to have 
he school of which I am superintendent 
become acquainted with it." I. W. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—" Those of our teach- 
ers who have examined the Quarterly 
are delighted with it, and consider it the 
a thing they haveever seen.” Mrs. J. 


“The Scholars’ Quarterly is just what 
we want. I think it is the most complete 
help we have ever had.” M. D.G. 

“‘ Everybody who has seen this publica- 
tion likes it, and I would not be surprised 
if I should have to order some more.” 
H.C. S. 

“The improvement is marked in my 
class since some have taken the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, and I hope for even better 
= when all are supplied.” E. L, F. 

“T have just received the Scholars’ 


Quarterly, and like it so much that I would H 


like to have you send me, as soon as pos- 
sible, six more copies.” R. C, 


“T am sorry I did not learn of this pub- | F 


lication sooner, as I would have taken it 
from the first of the year.” H.C. S. 

“It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen. Send me five copies for this quarter 
and next.” F.H.S. 


MARYLAND.—‘“‘It has been my desire 
to introduce into our Sabbath-school the 
very best helps I could procure, and I am 
frank to say that I have not seen an 
publication which has pleased me so muc 
as the Scholars’ Quarterly.” J.S.R. 

“It is the best thing of the kind I have 
seen, and I think hereafter will be gener- 
ally used by our Sabbath-school. Two 
classes have already adopted tbem " F.W. 





«We have received the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly through Mr. , our former su- 
perintendent, and like them exceedingly.” 
A. M.S 





“TI think they are an excellent lesson 
help.” J. F.C. 

“IT have tried your Scholars’ Quarterl 
for nearly six months, and it gives me | 
good satisfaction that I herewith send you 
an order to supply all my larger ocholass 
with it.” H.N. 

“I am much pleased with the specimen 
copy, and would like twelve copies for the 
present quarter.” O. W.R. 


OHIO.—‘“‘ All who have tried the a 
terly like it very much.” Mrs. M. A. F. 

“Your Scholars’ Quarterlies are the best 
lesson books we ever used in our Sunday- 
school.” F. E. O. 

“‘ My school is more and more pleased 
with it, and we shall probably want it 
right along.” Wm. A, F 

“My reaso_; for sending for your Quar- 
terly is that I wish to introduce it amon 
the teachers and scholars, and if they like 
it as well as I do we shall probably send 
for several copies.” J. J. F 

“ At the beginning of next quarter we 
shall need a om supply of the Quar- 
terlies, which we think are invaluable.” 
H. H.C. 

“I have examined your Scholars’ 


Quar- 
terl 


= am highly pleased with it.” 


““T like the Quarterly better than any 
work of the kind which f have yet seen.” 
T. 


“I shall hope to introduce them into 
our school at the close of the present 
quarter. I regard them as the most com- 
— scholars help yet published.” D. 


We have used them but a few weeks, 
but appreciate them very highly.” P. F. H. 


INDIANA.—“‘ We get the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly in our school, and like it better than 
anything we have ever tried.” M. P. C. 

“ We think the Scholars’ Quarterly just 
what is needed for scholars in the study 
of the lesson.” C. W. J. 

“ 1 like them so well I want all my class 
to have them.” N.S. H, 


“Send me thirty copies of the Scholars 
Quarterly. I think by the time we are 
through with this quarter our school will 
want more of them. They are good.” 
H. F. O. 

“ We find it the best help we can get, 
and like it because it helps us to search 
the Scriptures.” M. H. G, 

ILLINOIS. —‘‘Our school prizes them 
very much indeed.” R. P 

“ Have used it in my class during the 
last few months, and am much pleased 
with it.” Mrs, H. A. B. 

“Tas a scholar found your Quarterly 
so much help that now I have a class, I 
want to have them use it, and so send you 
$2.50, and you may send what you think 
you can for that.” A.M. H. 

“I am so much pleased with them, that 
I want you to send me one hundred copies 
for the second quarter of 1876. It seems 
to me that it is just what is needed in all 
our schools to induce the scholars to study 
their lessons at home, and also to make 
the study of great interest.” D.C. J. 

MICHIGAN. —“ We consider them a de- 


cided —— upon the lesson leaf.” 
Mrs. A. B.S. 


“If scholars and teachers only knew 
more about the Quarterly I think it would 
come into use more. I am much pleased 


and helped by its use, and will try and 
introduce it wherever I can.” L. 
“I consider the Scholars’ rly one 


of the best helps introduced into Sunday- 
school work.”” C. B. P. 


WISCONSIN. —“ From an examination of 
those sent me last week I am sure we 
shall like these helps.” E. J. L. 

“ I have seen nothing equal to it one 
the ‘ lesser lights’ upon the Sunday- 
lessons.” G. B. 

“I like the Quarterly so well that I wish 
to put a few copies into the hands of those 
scholars whg have been constant attend- 
~~ for the past three months.” J. 


1OWA.—“‘ We like them very much in- 
deed, and feel that we can scarcely get 
along without them.” J. B. F. 

“ Although well supplied with leaves, 
many of our scholars order and pay for 
this additional help, which is much 
valued.” L.S.H 

“In April I sent for five copies of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the use of my own 
class. They like them so well that they 
say they cannot get along without them; 
and the older scholars of our school, after 
having examined them, say they think 
the same. The teachers are of the same 
opinion. Enclosed find Post Office Order 
oo for = or jae copies of = 

olars’ Quarterly for July, August an 
fee ~ & E. A. 

“ | have received the Scholars’ Speen 
and like it better than anything I have yet 
seen in its line.” H. W. 

“I consider it invaluable, and believe 
it should be placed in the hands of every 
scholar in the land.” H. D. 


MINNESOTA. —‘‘I like the 


& | better than anything of the Lind I have 


seen.” H. D.C. 

“* My wife for her class, and I for gene 
ral use, think it excellent.” H. W. P. 

“They have given very good satisfaction 
during the past quarter, and, I believe, will 
do much good.” G H.B. 

“ Enclosed find draft for which please 
send “— copies of the Scholars’ Quar- 
terly. e have tried the — ,and 
like 1, = better than the n 4 
N. W.C. 


NEBRASKA. —“ It is royal, and deserves 
to have its sovereignty recognized.” P.G. 

KANSAS.— The Quarterly takes well.” 
W. H. S. 

CALIFORNIA.—“ The Tyee sneumpecne 





Scholars’ Quarterly, splendid.” . Fe 
H. R. 

SUBSCRIPTION PSBICH: 
100 copies, one year, (four quarters)........ o-oo G28 
Single copy, one year, (four quarters)......... 
109 copies, three months, (one quarter)........ © 3 
Under 10 cop.es, three months, each......... ovo 


Published at the office of Tuz Sunpay Scuoos 
Tusss,. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 





810 Chostnnt Stred, Philada. 
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“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORT D.” 


Risin" 


(Ml 


STOVE POLISH 


earn Book Keeping or tclegraphing, and 

pay tuition after getting situation ; salary while 
learning ; send stamp. 

Business and Telegraph College. Sandusky, Ohio 





Best Envelopes prentes to order, and 1 qt. Ink, 
50c. 1000, $3. Paste, watered, makes Ink, any 
color, warranted, 1 qt. 1lhc.; 3 qts. 35e. Jones & Co., 


Hamilton, Va. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY | 
Bell Founders, Troy, NY. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS 
Sa lilustrated Catalogues sent free 


> ' KEEP WARM. SAVE FUEL, 
BROWNES peepe out Cold, Wind, and 
an: Just. Stops rattling. No 
FL 3 LE mouldings. No waste, Any 
Ne iN . E ic — can apply it. Sample 
aN eee 26 feet 75 cta,, past. 
RiP est selling articles for 
Pieces rs, male or female. 
er Strip Co., 17 Dey st., N.Y. 





CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 


The only complete, richly illustrated, low price work, 
760 pages, only $2.60. Treats of the entire history, 
grand buildings, wonderful exhibits, curiosities, 
great days, etc. The best chance of 100 years to 
coin money fast, as everybody wants this work, 
1 1eee agente @ pointed first four weeks, 5,000 

anted. For full particulars address quickly, 





Freamans Brotuers, Pubs., Philadelphia, Pa., Cincin- | 


CAUTION ®* Ill., La Springfield, Mass. 


tsatming to be “ cial,” ete. 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND ALL | 


OTHER DAYS! 


BUSINESS then PLEASURE. 
GET THE CELEBRATED. 


Monet Psd 


PRICE FROM $6 to $50. 


And do a ee Sunday-school Printing. For 
Business Men and ht same | Printers, also, 


the Mopet Press is the yory. ane Ohoanes.. 

Spitea. 524, upwarcs, including 

Press, and Material. Sent for “How ro Prot,” 
a 100-page book ; price, 10 cents. 

3. W. DAUGHADAY &€ CO., Manufacturers, 

434 and 436 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Type, Cards, and other Material constantly on hand 


Each Mouse 
caught resets the 
trap. Sample by 
mail, postpaid, 


50c, 
R. E. DEITZ, 
Patentee, 64 & 56 
Fulton Street, N.Y. 

























or possessing 


superior musical quali- 


ties. 
Prornrerons Sturrevant Horer. 


L. & G. 8. LELAND, 


dytied, 


: 







We have two of 


them in our public 


parlors. 


In our opinion 
there is no Piano more 


durable, 









Sept. 15, 1874. 

To WHOM IT MAY 
concern. —We have 
used the U. 8. Pianos 


A ihhdi Md Mihi dl dhl naan 
for the past six years. 
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ated ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TEMES. 


“ Award for superior finish, delicacy of colors and purity of goods ; for extensive variety | 
and excellence of dragee work, and for the artistic manner in which all of their Confectionary | 
is prepared for the market.”’ 





J. R. HAWLEY, President 


A. T. GOSHORN, Director-General. 


Attest: J. L 


CAMBELL, Secretary 


HEADQUARTERS 


OUR 


CANDY 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 
Always Fresh. 








FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


EVERYTHING READY. 


OUR 


CANDY 


Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 


Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 
Always Pure. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO. 


CANDY FOR CHRISTMAS. 
CANDY FOR NEW YEAR’S. 
CANDY FOR ANY TIME. 
CANDY FOR EVERYBODY. 


BON BONS. 
BON BONS. 
30N BONS. 
FANCY BOXE 
FANCY BOXE 
BOX 38 


CARAMELS CHOCOLATES. 

| CARAMELS CHOCOLATES. 

| CARAMELS. CHOCOLATES. 
MIXED CANDIES. ROASTED ALMONDS. 
MIXED CANDIES. ROASTED ALMONDS 
MIXED CANDIES. ROASTED ALMONDS. 


FANCY 


SPECIAL INDUOCEMENTS 


TO SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS, FOR 


ANNIVERSARIES, FESTIVALS, ce. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 


1226 MARKET STREET. 


A HARVEST FOR AGENTS. 





the Desk and Pocket. 


Mention Sunday School Times when you order. 


Bo ee | 
<= enced 


These Cuts show the Lloyd Combination _Penholder in its various forms. 
It is heavily Nickel-plated and will last a life-time. 
Eraser, Penknife, Envelope Opener, Paper Cutter, Rubber, and Sew ing Machine Thread Cutter. 
used for Ripping Seams, 


J. BRIDE & CO., 


Pencil, 





An Tndingonsebie Article for | $1 
*nholder, and Pen 


769 Broadway, New York. 


Can be | 
utting off Hooks and Eyes, Buttons, Erasing Blots, and for many other purposes. 
Samples, post-paid, 25 cents ; 6 for $1.00, Extraordinary inducements to Agents. 


| “* How to save reshingling—stop leaks effectually and 

cheaply in roofs of all kinds, or lay new roofs,” Par 
ticulars free to any one stating where they saw 
this. Goods sent to any part of the United States, 


ROOFS. 


Fix your own roof; our materials are easily applied 
with positive satisfaction. Prices low. 
Correspondence invited. 





Manufacturers of Slate and Marbie 


MANTELS. 


New designs, beautiful colors, matching carpets, 
| trimmings, or decorations in rooms. We have a 
| large number set up in our warerooms for inapection, 
and are selling at very low prices. Very handsome 
| designs for $12, $18, $20, $22, and $25. Book of designe 
and price list forwarded on application. 

Your custom is solicited. 


|N. ¥. Slate Roofing Co. Limited. 
| 8 Cedar St., N 49 S. Front St., Phila. 


TEMPERANCE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONCERT. 
THE DRUNKARD’S JOURNEY. 
By Congregational Publishing Society, Boston 
A BIBLE EXERCISE. 


15 pages, with Hymns and Recitations to accom- 
pany large Painting of the “ Black Valley Railroad..’ 

“Just the thing for children and youth.”—Late 
Vice-President Wilson. Loaned to Sabbath-schools 


Apply to 
M. H. SARGONT, Boston. 











wa 


Syma teas 


American Club, Acme, Eureka, Barney 
& Berry’s Clamp, and New York Club, 
| Ska from 50 cents to $15.00 per pair. 


y Fleetwood, Triumph, Dex- 
Scrol l Saws ter,Centennial and Beach's 


Parlor Scroll Saws 50 cents to $30.00 each. 
Saws, Carving Tools, and on ee ; » 
with Cireular and Jig Saw attach- 

Lathes ments, $7.00 to $100.00 each. 
To 1 Che t. with best quality of tools. 
oO StS Tool chest, $1.00 to $100.00 
each. Also, a splendid steck of Pocket Cutlery, Scis- 

sors, Razors, le Cutlery, ete., etc. 

Catalogues of above goods sent free to any address. 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 
No. 607 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


SONG HERALD ! 


Sorrento 


SONG HERALD ! 


Newest and best for Singing Schools, ete. By H. 
R. Palmer, author of Song King. Price, $7.50 per 
| dozen ; 75 cents each by mail. 
| GOSPEL HYMNS “be © Mooay and San- 

AND key Song oa con- 
taining all the songs 

SACRED SONGS ! (and “many others) 
| sung by these celebrated revivalists. Price, boards, 
| $0 per hundred ; 35 cents each by mail. Words only, 
| $ per hundred ; 6 cents each by mail 


| 

| PALMER’S The Vade Me- 
| sli S . cum of Musical 
THEORY OF MUSIC! Knowledge. 

Covers the whole ground. Every teacher and stu- 
<a should have it. Bound in cloth, price, $1.00 by 
mail. 








Any book sent post-paid upon receipt of retail 
| price. Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 


emia QUEL ING. FACES FULL OF FUN, 
= Te 


The yee e to get Holiday goods e heap. 
Beautiful Natural Hair Dolls, 25, 50c. to $1 
Sweet-faced Infant Dolls, 18, 35 to 85c. 

Dressed and Rubber Dolls, 22c. to $1, Jointed. 
Wax Dolls, 1% 25, 50, T5e., $1, $2 to $3. 

Harmonicas to play a tune, 6, 124%, 25c. to $2. 

, Trombones, Trumpets, and Mouth Organs, 6c. te 





“Workboxes i and Fancy Paper Boxes, 12%c. to $1. 
Best Water Color Paint Boxes, 12! 6, 25, 50e. to $2. 
Parlor Furniture, Stuffed and Carved, 18¢. to $1. 


' 

| Bedroom Furniture, 50, 75,95c. to $2.50. 
Centennial toy with bell and baby on wheels, We. 
Tin Kitchens and tin setts furnished, 25 to 96c. 


Iron Stoves, 25 to 95c, 
Fruit setts and Chess, 3TMe. 
A Beautiful North Rive or Steamboat only 85c 
| Pretty ‘Travelling Trunks and Sofas, 50 to 95« 
Horse, Buggy and Driver, a pretty toy, be 
Pen-knives, 2 to 4 blades, 124, 25, 50c -—e 
Large box of Soldiers on Drifl, 18 to 50e 
Ten-pins, 15c. to $1. 
| Swiss Houses and Bedsteads. 
| Crandell’s Buik r ng,A B C and Picture Blocks of 
| all kinds, 25, 50c. to $1. 
China Tea and pales Setts of Dishes, 22, 50c, te 
+ | Britannia Tea and Dinner setts 25, 3740. to $2. 
Brushes and Combs all prices, 124c. to $1. 
| Go early, his store is crowded day to get cheap 
goods. 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 N. Eighth St., door below Cherry, 
Opposite the ( thureh 
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Che Sunday School Cimes. 


| —— —— : - oe : ene 


JOHN WANAMAKER. | DFTTADELPHIA, DECEMBER 30, 1876. { vous ees 





NUMBER 53. 





FULLY TRUSTING. 


{ From advance-sheets of Moody and Sankey’s Gospel Hymns, No. 2, 


“ For 1 trust in Thy word.” —Ps. 119: 42. 








—— ror SSS iia orn 





J. C. MORGAN. 
























































































































































GEO. C. STEBBINS. by per. 
Slowly. S 
aoe a $/ ’ == —— => Paes =o —s gt | g | 
Se Se 
1. All my doubts I give to Je - sus! I've his gra - cious prom- ise heard— 
) 2. All my sin I lay on Je - _ sus! He doth wash me in his blood: 
X 
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“3 shall nev - er be con- found - ed”— I am trust -ing in that word. 
He will — me pure and ho ~- Jy, He will bring me home to God. 
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‘ 4 am trust - ing, ful ly trust - ing, Sweet- ly trust-ing in his aid. 
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\ 3 All my fears I give to Jesus! 4 All my“joys I give to Jesus! 
Rests my weary soul on him; He is all I want of bliss: 
Tho’ my way be hid in ds arkness, He of all the worlds is Master— 
Never can his light grow dim.— Cho. 


He has all I need in this.— Cho. 


) All I am I give to Jesus! 
All my body, all my soul, 
All I have, and all I hope for, 
While eternal ages roll.— Cho. 
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THE 


International Sanday School Supply Co.. 


36 Bromfield Street, Boston, 
EBEN SHUTE, Manager, 


Will furnish Sunday-schools with the various 
TEACHERS’ AND SCHOLARS’ HELPS 
ON THE 
L ESSO NS FOR 1877, 

Special Terms made 
with schools ordering 


all their supplies 
through us 


LESSON PAPERS 


QUESTION, BOOKS 


SAMPLES Sent for 
examination. FIFTY 
kinds of periodicals on 
our list. Send for cir 
cular. Let us know 
what you shall want, 
and 

Get Our Terms. 


P| RIODICAL J 





: You will find it to 
1S if your advantage to get 
all at one place 


LESSONS 


Schools in any part of the United States, Do- 
minion of Canada, or the Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, can secure a great 
variety of periodicals at one place; thereby 
Savina Time, TRouBLE AND MONEY, as Special 
Terms will be made where several kinds of papers 
and magazines are wanted 

We furnish Schools with the Bound Volumes of 
Notes on the Lessons, Also, 


QUESTION BOOKS FOR 1877 
Also, Wall Maps, Class M aps, Concert Exercises, ete 
THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY 

SCHOOL SUPPLY CO 

Has this month arranged with the London Sun 
day School Union to furnish through the year 
1877, its 

NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, 


and will be glad to make reasonable terms to sup 
ply the teachers of any Sunday-school with this 
valuable aid. 


Any Pastor, Superintendent, or Teacher, 
ordering from us Five Dollars’ worth of 
Sunday School Supplies shall have 
the London ieaday School 
Union Notes sent free for 
1877, of the request 
Sor the same be made - 

made previous 
to January 
tenth. 


BOUND VOLUMES OF NOTES. 


Peloubet's Select Notes for 1877, $1 25. 


Todd and Riddle's “ “ “ 1 25. 
Monday Club Sermons“ “ 1 50. 
Lesson Compend athe 60 


Shute's Time-saving Library Record 


Will be ready soon, and will be just the thing 
wanted for a good record. The Librarian can tell 
by the register what book a scholar has out, and 
when it was taken out. He can also tell quickly 
what scholar has any book that has been out over 
the time; neither is he in danger at any time of 
giving a scholar the same book twice. Librarians 
will appreciate this combination of records. The 
price will be $1.50. 


QUESTION BOOKS 
ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL 


FOR 187%. 


LESSON 


National Gmention Book__.... dione ewe Part 1 
- (Little Pilgrim) Question Book..... “ 2 
International ad ma = % 
“ “ « “ 3 


Berean Question Book. 

Scholar's Hand Book. 

Baptist Question Book.+ 

Presbyterian Question Book. 

Samples of Papers 

Lists of Lessons for 1877. 

Lists of Concert Exercises 

site wantin Full Circulars. 

FREE. | Special Grouping of Choice 
Texts for Christian Workers 


SENT | 


Please ad:ress, 
EBEN SHUTE, 
Manager Int. Sunday School Supply Co 
36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


4 Monthswutrial it 25 Cents 


We will send the Great “ Hard Times” Paper, the. 


Cricket 0) (hi Hearth, 


four months on trial for only 25 cents. A mammoth 
16-page Illustrated paper (size of Harper's Weekly), 
devoted to Literature, Romance, Useful Knowledge, 
Amusement, ete., etc. The best, cheapest, and most 
popular paper published, One dollar per year, with 
choice of three premiuma, or 75 centa without 
remium. Specimen copy for stamp. Send 25 cents 
for four months’ trial, to FM. LUPTON & ©O., Pub- 


lishers, 37 Park Row, New York. 








| 





| F. Crafts will remain a — Contributor. 


| 
| 


| is equal almost to a commentary, dictionary, and a map combined. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








BEREAN SYSTEM. 





FOR 187, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL 


Will continue to publish the richest notes on the International Lessons which appear in any Lesson Help. 
The admirable “ Scripture Commentary " will be continued during 1877. Mr. Eveene Srockx will continue 
his invaluable coatributions. It is the purpose of the Editor to make the Sunpay-Scnoot Journat for 1877 
the richest, strongest, best, and most attractive Lesson Help published in the world. Single copies, per 
year, price, 66 cents. To clubs of six or more, each, 55 cents. 


THE NORMAL CLASS. 

The Magazine known as the “ Normal Class,” which has been published monthly for the past two years 
by Nelson & Phillips, will hereafter be published as a QuarTerLy Maoazine, devoted to two special objects : 
First, It will contain private hints to superintendents in connection with the International Lessons. 
Secondly, 1t will contain Normal Class Lesson Papers and directions for the management of Normal Classes. 
Each number of this magazine will contain thirty-six pages, and will be devoted to the objects above speci- 
fied. Price, per year, 60 cents. 


7 1K 7 " r Al r 
THE BEREAN QUARTERLY. 

The Quarterly will contain condensed notes on the lessons, and questions especially adapted to older 
pupils. It will also contain an adaptation of the lessons for average pupils, maps, a Bible dictionary, review 
exercises, * Bible drill,” and many charming features. Price, per year, 26 cents. 

ry 7 
THE BEREAN LEAF 
Will be slightly modified, and the modifications will be decided improvements. It will be published at the 
low figure of five dollars and fifty cents per hundred copies, as heretofore. The unparalleled success of the 
Berean Leaf has justified the publishers and editors in making it better than ever. Price, per year, 6 1-2 
cents per copy 





7 voy 
THE PICTURE LESSON PAPER 
Will be edited by an accomplished lady, who is <a — to the instruetion of little ones—Miss 
Van Manrer, formerly of Drew Seminary, Carmel, N. Y. The “Whisper Songs,” the “Questions and 
Answers,” together with the reading matter of the Picture Lesson Paper, will fully satisfy the most cultivated 
and critical. It is as well adapted for use by the intermediate as by the primary classes. Price, per year, 
26 cents. 


al ry ey al 
THE LEAF CLUSTER 
For Primary Classes, will be provided as usual each quarter. It will be edited by Rev. Dr. J. M. Freeman 
and every lesson will be printed in bold, beautiful type, on sheet 24x38 inches, and have an original black- 
board sketch by Frank Bearp, Esq., the Chautauqua artist. As last year, the illustrations will be handsomely 
colored. The “ Leaf Cluster” has steadily grown in popular favor. Price, per quarter, $1, Per year, $4, 


THE LESSON COMPEND 


By Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurtsvt, A.M., consists of the very best selections from standard and valuable com- 
mentaries, sermons, ete. Price, per copy, 60 cents. 


THE BEREAN QUESTION BOOK 


Appears in a new, enlarged, and greatly improved form. It contains much more matter, and is precisely 
weet the lovers of a wise question book will approve. While it has always ranked among the best of its 
class, the issue for 1877 is better than ever. Its broad and beautifully printed pages will instantly attract 
attention; the arrangement of the text will materially help the student, and the questions will stimulate 
thought and research. The publishers believe that they can safely offer this Question Book to the Sunday- 
achools of the land as payend all comparison the best in the market. Price, per copy, 20 cents. Inter- 
leaved edition, price, §0 cents. 








WORTHY YOUR CAREFUL PERUSAL.—At the recent session of the Maryland State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, the Rey. Dr. Grammer, rector of St. Peter’s Protestant Episcopal Church in Baltimore, delivered an 
address, and of his own accord highly commendeg the “Sanday-School Journal,” reading the following 
letter addressed to him by one of his ablest Teachers :— 


Battrmore, November 11, 1876, | 


My Dear Dr. (inaMMeEr : 

It would have given me much pleasure to have gone with you and the other members of our school 
to the Convention to-morrow, but I could not so arrange it. 

If | was going I should feel it to be my duty to recommend to every teacher there, and to the Con- 
vention, the use of “ The Sunday-School Journal,” edited by the Rey. J. H. Vincent, a copy of which I send 
herewith. I have used this valuable aid for the past two years, and had I the eloquence of the rector of St. 
Peter's, [ could not more than express fully my high appreciation of its merits. In fact, lean hardly do with- 
out it. To any teacher whose time of preparation is limited, it is almost indispensable. It contains notes 
suited to teachers of both advanced and primary classes, it has the Bible references printed in full, and it 

I have been resend + oom for many years, 
but have never before found such a valuable assistant. Please examine the copy I send you, and if you 
are inclined to the same opinion, I hope you will eall the attention of the Convention to it, and urge the 
teachers to make use of it. Its cost is trifling, within the reach of all. 
York, are the publishers. 

Very truly, your friend, 
*. 


SPECIMEN COPIES OF ANY OF THE ABOVE (EXCEPTING THE “LESSON COMPEND,” “ LEAF 
CLUSTER,” AND BEREAN QUESTION BOOK) WILL BESENT FREE BY MAIL TO ANY ADDRESS 


UPON APPLICATION TO 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
805 Broadway, New York. 





INTERNATIONAL LESSON MONTHLY. 


AN UNDENOMINATIONAL MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO THE BIBLE LESSON | 


IN THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL AND THE HOME. 








THE LESSONS FOR 1877. 


The Lesson Notes for Advanced Scholars will be prepared by Mr. B. F. Jacobs. Rev. W. 

Mrs. WV. yr Crafts and Miss M. G. Burdette will 
yrepare the Lessons for the Primary Classes. The Quarterly Reviews will be by C. E. Hewitt, 
L. D., and Mrs. W. F. Crafts. 


BIBLE READINGS AND EXPOSITIONS. 
Rey. W. J. Erdman will furnish a Bible Reading, or Exposition, for each Number, and 
occasional Readings will be given by J. H. Brookes, D.D., W. H. Brown, D. W. Whittle, Henry 
Moorhouse, B. F. Jacobs, and others. 


THE LESSON LEAF. 


in two grades, for Advanced and Primary Classes. 


TERMS, POST-PAID. 


The * 


Pocket Series " 


For one copy of the Monthly, one year sn : Sanaa $1.00 
For ten or more copies to one address, one year, each ” .60 
For ten or more copies to one address, with six Scholars’ Papers, for each copy, one year, each 1.00 
Extra Scholars’ Papers, six copies, one year WO 


Or, by the hundred, 65c., or $7.80 per 100 copies per annum. All subscriptions payable in advance. 


WORDS OF LIFE. 


Published monthly. Beautifully illustrated with full-page 


For Bunday-schools and general distribution. 
Presenting Gospel truths in plain and attractive 


Engravings. New and popular Music in each number. 
forms. 
REDUCED FOR 18t1 TO ONLY 15 CENTS A YEAR, IN CLUBS, TO SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 
Samples of any of our periodicals free to any address. 
or Draft, payable to EF. oH. REVELL, Publisher, 
91 Washington St., Chicago. 


Messrs. Netson & Puitiips, New | 


Remit in Registered Letter, or by Money Order, | 


TEACHERS BEST HELPS) ti lliay Book of 1876 
FOR 1877 


THE LORD’S LAND. 
By HENRY B. RIDGAWAY, D D. 


| The latest, most complete, and best illustrated 
book published on the Holy Land. SOLD ONLY 
BY sWBSCRIPTION. FIRST-CLASS AGENTS 
WANTED. Address for full descriptive circulars 
and terms, 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 


805 Broapway, New York 





The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for the first quar- 
ter of 1877---January, 
February, March---is 
ready for delivery. 
Send in your order 
‘early and it will re- 
ceive prompt atten- 
tion. ; 


[) MEERRY" C0 S 
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elegant colored plates, and 

full descriptions, prices 

and directions for planting 

over 1200 varieties of Vegetal 

and Flower Seeds, Bedding Plants, 

Roses, &c., and is invaluable to 
} Farmer, Gardener & Florist. : 


D.M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich. 
Our Abridged Priced Catalogue FREE to all Applicants. 
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Buy this Book for your Children! ! 


WATER LILIES. 


The finest Holiday Book of the season. 208 
royal octavo pages. Full of Stories and An 
ecdotes for Children, from some of the best 
writers in the land. 


100 FULL PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Elegantly bound—with illuminated Side 
Stamp and Chromo. Price, $1.50, sent by 
mail. Address 
J. N. STEARNS, 
National Temperance Society, 


58 Reape Sr., New Yorn. 


NATIONAL TEMPERANCE 


ALMANAC 
And Teetotalers’ Year Book for 1877. 


| Contains 72 pages of Statistics of Intemperance, 
| Anecdotes, Stories, Puzzles, Choiee Lllustrations, 
| Post Office Address of Officers of State and National 

Bodies, a full Directory of all Temperance Organiza- 
| tions in New York City and Brooklyn, all Temper 
ance Publications and Papers, etc., ete. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. Ten cents single 
copies; $1 per dozen; $7 per hundred. Address 


J. N. STEARNS, 
Publishing Agent, 
58 Reape Srreet, New Yor, 


New Books for the Holidays. 


CLAXTON, REMSEN, & HAFFELFINGER, 


RETAIL DEPARTMENT, 











Invite attention to their large, complete and carefully 
selected stock of CHOICE ROUKS, comprising the 
Best Editions of Standard Authors in Fine Bindings, 
suitable for 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS! 


Gift Books, Illustrated Books, Juvenile Books, Toy 
Books, Bibles, Prayer Books, Alphabet and 
Building Blocks, Games in Great 
Variety. 


A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 
Fine Stationery, Fancy Goods, 
Writing Desks, Gold Pens and Pencils, Giove, 


} Handkerchief and Jewel Boxes, Ladies’ 
} Work Baskets, Pocket Books, 
Pearl Card Cases, Papeterie, 
etc., etc., etc. 


An Illustrated Catalogue of Gift Books, for grataud- 
| tous circulation, will be ready in a few days. 


| Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger, 
Publishers, Booksellers & Stationers, 
624, 626, & 628 Market Street. 


























